
South Dakota Board of Education Minutes 
Aug. 31, 2011 

Conference Call  
MacKay Board Room 
800 Governors Drive 

 
Meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. with the roll call of members joining by phone.  All 

board members were present at this time and Richard Gowen joined us at 9:14 a.m. 

 

Board Members Present by phone:   
Richard Gowen, Don Kirkegaard, Patricia Simmons, Glenna Fouberg, Terry Sabers, Stacy 

Phelps, Julie Mathiesen, Kelly Duncan, Marilyn Hoyt 

 

1.0 Revision of the Spanish Praxis II Test Cut Score 
President Don Kirkegaard turned the meeting over to Deb Barnett, DOE, who presented the 

following regarding the Spanish Praxis II test.  Last year, ETS developed a new Spanish Praxis II 

test.  The test was converted from paper to computer.  Two SD faculty participated in the multi-

state standards setting study.  The recommended range for cut scores was 156-180.  SD adopted 

a cut score of 160.  We have discovered that most of our SD students taking this test are not 

passing it.  Besides being new, the test is longer and harder than the previous test.  It includes the 

components of listening, reading, writing, and speaking.  The previous test had more emphasis 

on literature and culture.  Our students are caught in a bind during this transition to the new test.  

BOR policy will not allow students to student teach if they have not passed the Spanish Praxis.  

The universities cannot sign off on program completion until the students pass this test.  USD 

and SDSU have asked for a temporary modification in the test cut score to allow time for the 

university programs to respond to changes in the exam. 

 

The Department of Education requested the board lower the cut score to 145, which is –4 SEMs.  

We recommend making this change retroactive to September 1, 2010 (when testing began) and 

run through June 2012 to allow the universities time to adjust their programs.  Following that 

timeframe, establish a new cut score of 156, which is within the ETS recommended cut score 

range. Board of Regents was agreeable to the change.    

 

 

Motion:  Motion by Kelly Duncan and seconded by Richard Gowen to lower the cut score to 

145 and make this change retroactive to September 2010 and run through June 2012.  The board 

will revisit this prior to July 2012 to determine a new cut score. 

 

Roll call vote showed all members in favor of the motion on the floor.  

Conclusion: The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Patricia Simmons and seconded by Marilyn Hoyt to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 p.m. 


