
ELA Standards Review Work Group Meetings 

Dates: July 13, 2015 
Location:  Capitol Lake Visitors Center 
Time:       10:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

    4:30-5:00 p.m. Table Lead Meeting 
 
 
Day Five:  July 13, 2016 
 
All k-12 educators were welcomed by Teresa Berndt, DOE Reading Specialist and a review of the work 
accomplished previously and the goals for the final day were shared with team members. 
 
Day 5 Goals: 
W.6 tabled standard discussion 
Review these standards, grade level review, K-12 vertical alignment & consensus conversations: 

• K-12 Language Standards   
• K-12 Speaking/Listening 

Additional Documents 
Grade Level Highlight and Summary Templates Completion   
Standards Introduction –review/revise the introductory language  
Review of Appendixes and Resources per grade level or grade band 
Glossary of terms  
Completion of Follow-Up Documents for Standards Work in 2016-2107 

Objectives for the Morning 

 The goals for the day were reviewed and the items to complete were displayed and discussed with the 
large group.  The W.6 tabled standard would be revisited for a grade level and vertical alignment 
consensus.  A grade band conversation took place k-8 allowing final thoughts to be shared on the 
language of timed writing in one setting and the keyboarding wording.  After a thirty minute discussion, 
wording and consensus was agreed upon and then presented to the k-12 large group for a vertical 
consensus which was approved for W6. 
 
The final standards of Language and Speaking and Listening were the final strands to be reviewed and 
presented for a vertical alignment consensus by the end of the day. As some grade levels were ahead in 
their review process, additional tasks would allow them to continue working on the introduction to the 
standards, review of the appendixes/resources, the glossary of terms, and formatting of the new 
proposed standards. 
 
Before lunch, the W.6 standard and the Language standards had been reviewed, presented to the large 
group, and a k-12 vertical alignment consensus was achieved. 
 
Objectives for the Afternoon 

Multitasking continued as grade levels completed work on the Speaking and Listening standards and 
others visited the introduction documents that would need revision to match the proposed changes and  



ELA standards overall.   Each grade level was asked to submit key highlights that showcased changes 
made specific to their grade level and to provide a brief summary of the work for their grade.  These 
highlights and summaries will be used to develop a handout for participants to later share with their 
districts.   Another piece of the work also had grade levels visiting the appendixes and glossary to review 
additions/deletions that might be needed for the new proposed standards work. 

A google document was also presented to participants who could sign-up to volunteer and  assist DOE in 
rolling out the proposed standards to their districts or across the state at conference/training 
opportunities they might participate in during the school year.   

The Speaking and Listening standards were presented after grade level, grade band, and vertical 
alignment conversations concluded. The large group came to a consensus to accept the proposed 
changes. 

Final Reflections 

At the end of the day, participants were again asked to provide final reflections on positives of the work, 
concerns, and suggestions for next steps.  

The group overall left with a positive attitude about the five days of work they had participated in.  
Comments below indicate their thoughts: 

 “Great experience I hope to be part of something like this again.” 
 

“I felt I was a valuable member of my group and that my group was valued in the larger group.” 
 
“I was proud to be a part of this dedicated group of educators who care deeply about the 
education of our students.” 
 

Concerns indicated their involvement in informing their districts and many requested a guide for steps 
on how to effectively provide an overview to their colleagues. DOE will be working on a teacher toolkit 
that will provide them a summary of the work and ways to engage teachers in the standards proposed 
changes and how that impacts each grade level in the adoption process. 

Questions emerged on how the information will be shared and the group was able to provide 
suggestions on a google document for DOE to review to assist them in ways to use in-services, social 
media, DOE List Servs, and webpages to provide information to educators in ELA across the state. 

The introduction is one piece that was not completed and only reviewed with suggestions for ways to 
enhance that section.  DOE and Table Leads will work on the introduction virtually and then provide the 
large group the revised introduction asking for their feedback. Once this is complete, the intro will be 
published on the DOE website for ELA teachers to review and provide feedback throughout the year.  

Each grade level’s proposed standards and justifications will also be placed on the DOE website for ELA 
educators to review during the 2016-2017 school year.  A survey link will be sent to districts to gather 



feedback on the proposed ELA standards. The feedback will be reviewed in June of 2017 prior to the 
BOE reviewing the standards for adoption. 

Table Lead Meeting 

 The leads believed that the team work both in grade levels and grade band discussions was successful 
to achieving consensus in the rigor and progression of the standards k-12.  They felt there were many 
positives in the work and completion of all standards.  The group discussed their role in providing 
feedback to the introductory section via virtual meetings/discussions. They were also willing to review 
the teacher toolkit to provide feedback to DOE.  The table lead group agreed they would like to meet for 
an additional day in the summer of 2017; one day just table leads and then day two as the large k-12   
group to review teacher feedback.  


