
This memorandum services as notice that the South Dakota Department of Education (SD DOE) 
intends to submit a request to the US Department of Education (US ED) to waive section 421(b) 
of the General Education Provisions Act (the "Tydings Amendment") for the federal fiscal year 
(FY) 2012 funds made available to our state through the School Improvement Grants (SIG) 
program under section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA). 
This waiver would extend the period of availability of the FY 2012 funds by one year to 
September 30, 2015.  Without this waiver these funds would not be available for obligations by 
LEAs after September 30, 2014. 

If this waiver request is successful the SD DOE intends to use its remaining FY 2012 SIG funds 
to supplement its FY 2013 SIG funds when making new SIG awards in the spring of 2014 to 
LEAs serving eligible schools.  Eligible schools are those schools identified on the State’s ESEA 
flexibility waiver’s priority and focus schools list. These new awards will implement programs 
starting in school year 2014-15.   

Prior to submitting this waiver request, SD DOE is required to provide interested Local 
Education Agencies (LEAs) in the State with notice and a reasonable opportunity to comment on 
this request.  SD DOE will submit all comments that it receives from LEAs to US ED with its 
waiver request.   
 
Comments related to this request should be sent to the attention of Rob Huffman, South Dakota 
Department of Education, 800 Governors Drive, Pierre, SD 57501 or by email to 
robyn.huffman@state.sd.us .  Comments will be accepted until February 20, 2014. 
 


