APPENDIX A
Op-ed, school newsletter article: State assessment

Suggested timeframe:  Beginning Sept. 18, 2015, after receiving official School Performance Index (SPI) determinations
Activity: Submit to local newspaper and/or school newsletter(s). Post article to district website or use for superintendent’s or principal’s blog. 		

Making sense of state assessment results

Each fall, schools, teachers and parents receive the results of their students’ annual academic check-up: the Smarter Balanced assessment. This is the new state test in English language arts and math, which was administered to students in grades 3-8 and 11 for the first time last spring. Just as a medical check-up can tell you if your student is meeting physical benchmarks, the Smarter Balanced test alerts you to your student’s progress towards academic benchmarks in English and math.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is valuable information for students, parents, teachers and schools. Results can help you and your student identify areas in which he or she might need help. Teachers can use test results to adjust instruction. At the school and district levels, test scores help us identify patterns related to student achievement and determine areas of need. 
Smarter Balanced replaces the Dakota STEP test, South Dakota’s previous test in English language arts and math. It will be tempting to compare student results on these two tests, but doing so would be a mistake. The new assessment measures student mastery of more rigorous content standards in these two areas. 
Further, unlike our previous state assessment, the Smarter Balanced test asks students to do more than answer multiple choice questions by filling in bubbles. It requires students to apply knowledge, which gives us a measure of their problem solving and critical thinking skills.
This also makes the assessment more valuable than ever before for our high school students planning to pursue higher education at one of our state’s public universities. All six universities will accept Smarter Balanced scores within Levels 3 and 4 as evidence that students are ready for entry-level, credit-bearing courses.
We are expecting more from our students at every grade level, because the world they enter after high school will expect more of our graduates. While it will take students some time to adjust to these higher standards for learning, I am confident they will rise to meet the challenges we have set before them.
