APPENDIX H
Op-ed, school newsletter article: State Report Card

Suggested timeframe:  After Sept. 21
Activity: Submit to local newspaper and/or school newsletter(s). Post article to district website or use for superintendent’s or principal’s blog. 	

Understanding the State Report Card

The annual State Report Card is now available at doe.sd.gov/reportcard/. I encourage you to access it to learn more about how our district and schools are performing. 
The Report Card encompasses a great deal of information for understanding how well schools are preparing students for success after graduation. It’s based on a 100-point School Performance Index, or SPI. The SPI consists of multiple performance indicators. Two distinct indexes are used: one for elementary and middle schools, and one for high schools.
Elementary and middle school performance indicators include: 
· Attendance
· Student achievement
High school performance indicators include:
· College and career readiness
· High school completion
· Student achievement
The student achievement indicator is based on student performance on the Smarter Balanced test, which covers English language arts and math. The results shown in the 2015 Report Card represent a brand new baseline for our students, because this test measures mastery of more challenging academic standards. With each passing year, as students become more familiar with these standards, it is expected that student performance will increase, as our young people rise to these new expectations that put them on the path to college and career readiness. 
(SPECIFIC MESSAGE ABOUT LOCAL SPI PERFORMANCE COULD GO HERE ...) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you have any questions about the Report Card, I encourage you to contact me or your principal. You are a critical piece of your child’s education, and we appreciate your continued partnership. 
