APPENDIX J
Op-ed, school newsletter article: Native American Day

Suggested timeframe:  October 2015
Activity: Submit to local newspaper and/or school newsletter(s). Post article to district website or use for superintendent’s or principal’s blog. 	
	
Celebrating Native American Day
South Dakota’s residents hail from various cultural backgrounds. Anytime we can learn more about each other, we gain insight and understanding, and strengthen relationships across cultures.  October 12 is Native American Day in South Dakota and provides one such opportunity to learn about this rich culture and heritage, which is weaved tightly into the fabric of who we are as a state. 
Within our school district, we are observing the day by ... (DISTRICT COULD INSERT LOCAL PLANS) 
I also wanted to make you aware of an initiative called the WoLakota Project. While this project encompasses several pieces, one of the most interesting is a series of video interviews with Dakota, Lakota and Nakota elders. The elders offer their perspectives on the things they deem essential about the culture, history, language, practices and lifestyles of the people of the Oceti Sakowin, the Seven Council Fires. These stories and expressions by the elders offer great life lessons no matter who you are. 
You can find the videos at www.wolakotaproject.org. Follow the “All Video Interviews” link. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I encourage you, and your student, to take a look at the videos as we celebrate Native American Day this month and promote cultural understanding in our district. 

