APPENDIX K
Op-ed, school newsletter article: College and career readiness

Suggested timeframe:  Early 2016, in preparation for fall 2017 registration	
(Reminder: Dual credit registration times are determined by public university and technical 	institute calendars, so are not necessarily in-sync with K-12 school year calendars.)
Activity: Submit to local newspaper and/or school newsletter(s). Post article to district website or use for superintendent’s or principal’s blog. 		

Never too early to start planning for postsecondary success
Have you talked with your high school student about their plans after graduation? The sooner you do, the better, as there are great opportunities available to help them get a jump start on those plans now. 
One such opportunity is the state’s low-cost dual credit program. All South Dakota high school juniors and seniors are eligible to participate. Dual credit courses allow students to simultaneously earn high school and college credit.  At only $40 per credit hour, these courses can save students and families hundreds of dollars per course.  The state’s six public universities and four technical institutes offer dual credit courses in a wide variety of subject areas. With many courses available online, students aren’t limited by their location or even their regular school schedule.
Students can use these courses to try out a particular field of work. A student interested in studying welding technology could take an introductory course from one of the state’s technical institutes.  Or a student could take a college algebra course from a public university and have one less course to take once they enroll as a full-time college student. 
Because these are college-level courses, students need strong time management and study skills. By taking these courses in high school, students can develop those important skills under the guidance of their local high school educators.
Students can also get ahead with Advanced Placement courses, which offer college-level curriculum. With a qualifying score on an AP exam, students may be able to earn college credit and/or advanced placement. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]An important opportunity is also available for students who are not yet ready for college-level coursework. Students whose ACT or Smarter Balanced scores don’t meet the benchmarks established by South Dakota’s public universities must take remedial coursework, for which they receive no credit and pay full cost. South Dakota students can avoid these remedial courses in college by taking college readiness coursework while still in high school. This coursework is offered through the South Dakota Virtual School and costs approximately $125-$175 for those who are eligible. By passing the coursework, students may be able to reduce the cost to $0 and enroll in credit-bearing coursework as soon as they start college.
Encourage your student to be thinking about his or her future plans now. You can visit sdmylife.com to learn more about any of the opportunities outlined here.
