APPENDIX N
Summer Reading letter

Suggested timeframe: Late April 2016
Activity: Send letter home to parents. Post article to district website or use for superintendent’s or principal’s blog. 		


Dear Parent, 

Summer will soon be here, and along with it, all kinds of warm weather fun. Please be sure to make reading a part of your family’s summertime activities. 

Here are some ideas for getting your child excited about reading this summer:

· Participate in the local library’s summer reading program. 
· Ask your child to research an attraction to visit during a family trip.
· Encourage your student athlete to read a biography of a sports hero. 
· Go to the library together as a family.
· Encourage your child to read the news and then discuss current events.

Our students in the early grades work hard all school year long to develop their reading skills. When they don’t practice reading over the summer, they risk losing some of those valuable skills. If you make sure your student reads this summer, it is less likely he or she will need to play catch-up next fall. Research tells us that students who are reading at grade level by the time they enter 4th grade are more likely to achieve future academic and career success.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I would encourage you to visit readsd.com to access a free “Find a Book” tool available from the South Dakota Department of Education. With this tool, your child can create a customized reading list tailored to his or her reading level and specific interests. Reading material should be challenging enough to keep the student engaged and stimulated, but not so difficult that he or she becomes frustrated.

You can also ask your child’s teacher for pointers on choosing summer reading material.
