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Summer Reading letter

Suggested timeframe: Late April 2017
Activity: Send letter home to parents. Post article to district website or use for superintendent’s or principal’s blog. 		


Dear Parent/Guardian, 

As the end of the school year approaches, I want to encourage you to make reading part of your family’s summer fun. 

It’s vitally important for your child to continue reading over these next few months. When our students in the early grades don’t practice reading in the summer, they can actually lose ground on the skills they’ve worked so hard to develop throughout the school year. All it takes is reading 20 minutes a day to help prevent this phenomenon known as “summer slide.”

The effort can really pay off. Research indicates that students who are reading at grade level by the time they enter 4th grade are more likely to achieve future academic and career success.

At readsd.com, you can access several tools available from the South Dakota Department of Education to help keep your child engaged in reading through the summer. You can also create a customized reading list for your child, tailored to his or her reading level and specific interests. Reading material should strike a balance: challenging enough to keep your student engaged and stimulated, but not so difficult that he or she becomes frustrated.

Here are some tips to engage your young reader:
· Ask open-ended questions about what he/she is reading: 
· What is the book about?
· Why does it interest you?
· What do you think is going to happen next?
· Talk about what you’re reading and why it interests you.
· As a family, read the same book and then discuss it together.

Happy reading!
