
Communications Toolkit SY 2016-17
This year’s toolkit focuses primarily on messages and resources related to promoting consistent attendance. Electronic copies of all documents noted below are located at http://doe.sd.gov/toolkit.aspx. 
	
Attendance: Suggested Activities and Resources


	
Links to post on district website
· Attendance Works website: http://www.attendanceworks.org
· Bringing Attendance Home: Parent video: https://vimeo.com/101425388
· Attendance Works: A Community Imperative video: https://vimeo.com/63614396

Sample text for parent letters/newsletters/blogs
· Back to School (APPENDIX A)
· Thanksgiving (APPENDIX B)

Flyers to hand out at school events
· Attendance in the Early Grades (APPENDIX C)
· Pay Attention to Attendance: Keep Your Child on Track in Middle and High School (APPENDIX D)
· Promoting Attendance All Winter Long (APPENDIX E)


	
Sample messages for social media 
· Twitter and Facebook messages (APPENDIX F)
· Robo-call messages (APPENDIX G)

Sample presentation
· PowerPoint presentation for school board and PTA/PTO meetings (APPENDIX H)

Attendance tracking tool
· Student Attendance report in SD-STARS to determine local attendance issues (APPENDIX I)

Research 
· Mapping the Early Attendance Gap: Charting a Course for Student Success (APPENDIX J)


	
Other Important Themes: Dates and Activities


	
· Native American Day, Oct. 10: Promote cultural awareness by sharing the elder videos at www.wolakotaproject.org  
· American Education Week, Nov. 14-18: Contact local legislators to start discussing upcoming legislative issues
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Teacher Appreciation Week, May 1-5: Use #ThankATeacher on social media to share photos and messages of appreciation
· Summer reading: Send letter home with grade-level appropriate students (APPENDIX K)




