Introduction to Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources
18001

Course Description
Aim:
This course allows students to study a variety of agricultural topics throughout the seven Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources pathways. It serves as an introduction to much of the coursework included within the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Cluster. Application of clinical and leadership skills are provided by participating in FFA activities, conferences, and skills competitions such as career development events (CDEs) and agricultural proficiency awards. Each student will complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) Program/Internship.

Suggested grade level: 9th Grade
Length: Year long
Prerequisites: None

Topics covered:
· FFA
· Leadership
· SAE
· Natural Resources
· Animal Science
· Agribusiness
· Food Science
· Agriculture Systems Technology

Instructional Philosophy and Delivery Plan
Expectation: Students will be expected to meet all course goals by demonstrating their understanding of the basic concepts of each topic area. In order to pass the course students will need a minimum of 65%. 

Delivery Method: Instruction will consist of individual hands on activities and projects, group work, lecture, discussion, reading, writing, self-assessment and the use of technology. FFA activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) programs will be incorporated into the course. 

Community Involvement: Guest speakers from the community will be brought in throughout the course. Learning trips will be taken for various units in the course. Students will also have to use community resources to complete individual and group projects. 

Assessment: Students will be graded on the following items: journals, portfolios, presentations, written reports, tests, daily work, group work, and individual projects.

Core Standards
ITA1.1 	Summarize the history and organization of FFA.
ITA1.2 	Appraise opportunities in FFA.
ITA2.1 	Describe the types of SAE programs.
ITA2.2 	Implement an SAE.
ITA3.1 	Describe the major categories of natural resources in America.
ITA3.2 	Summarize the history of conservation in the United States.
ITA4.1	Examine the animal science industry.
ITA4.2 	Discuss current topics in animal science.
ITA4.3 	Explore career opportunities in animal science.
ITA5.1 	Explain functions and physiology of cells and seeds.
ITA5.2 	Describe the processes of photosynthesis and respiration.
ITA6.1 	Execute basic economic principles as they relate to production agriculture and agribusiness management.
ITA7.1 	Illustrate how raw commodities become table-ready food products.
ITA8.1 	Execute basic principles involved in agricultural systems technology.

Major Course Projects
· Present the FFA Creed
· Research history of the FFA and create a timeline major dates and events.
· Identify FFA symbols and their significance.
· Research, choose, and implement an SAE program.
· Identify major natural resources in America and prepare a report with their uses.
· Research an animal science species and present information to classmates.
· Argue animal welfare/husbandry vs. animal rights.
· Identify, label, and understand major plant parts and their function.
· Differentiate between income and expenses, assets and liabilities, and net and gross income.
· Follow a commodity from birth/planting to consumption on the dinner plate.
· Identify various hand and power tools and learn correct and safe operation.
· Create a bill of materials, calculate cost, and build a wood project.









Assessment Plan & Grading Scale
	Grade
	Scale
	Description of Work

	A
	92-100%
	Consistently demonstrates an exceptional level of quality and effort. Having all work in on time and completed to exceed expectations. Mastery in evaluating, synthesizing, and applying the knowledge.

	B
	83-91%
	Consistently demonstrates proficient knowledge with a good effort and quality of work. All assignments are complete and on time. Demonstrates the ability to evaluate, analyze, synthesize and apply the principles.

	C
	74-82%
	Demonstrates proficient knowledge and the ability to apply knowledge. Work shows average effort. A few assignments may be missed or late. 

	D
	65-73%
	Work shows minimal effort and some assignments are late. Demonstrates a basic understanding of recalling or comprehending knowledge.

	F
	Below 65%
	Understanding is below basic. Work is of poor quality and does not meet standards or expectations. 




