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Course Description

Aim: 

This course allows students to investigate a variety of topics essential to communicating about the industry of agriculture. Areas of study include interviewing, writing with or without using opinion, researching techniques, equipment and technology and presentation of the news and agricultural markets. Application of clinical and leadership skills are provided by participating in FFA activities, conferences, and skills competitions such as career development events (CDEs) and agricultural proficiency awards. Each student will complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) Program/Internship.
Grade Level:

9th – 12th 





Length:

Semester Course


Prerequisites:

None






 

Topics Covered:


· Asking questions

· Researching news

· Interpreting the intent of communications

· Writing news stories

· Editing news stories

· Computer technology in the news

· Photographic media

· Graphic layouts

· Public speaking

· Ag communications careers

Instructional Philosophy and Delivery Plan

Expectation: Students will be expected to meet all course goals by demonstrating their understanding of the basic concepts of each topic area. In order to pass the course students will need a minimum of 65%. 

Delivery Method: Instruction will consist of individual hands on activities and projects, group work, lecture, discussion, reading, writing, self-assessment and the use of technology.  FFA activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) programs will be incorporated into the course. 

Community Involvement: Guest speakers from the community will be brought in throughout the course.  Learning trips will be taken for various units in the course. Students will also have to use community resources to complete individual and group projects. 

Assessment: Students will be graded on the following items: journals, portfolios, presentations, written reports, tests, daily work, group work, and individual projects.

Core Standards

AC1.1 
Ask appropriate, focused and subject related questions to interpret the intent of the communication.

AC1.2 
Demonstrate basic news research.

AC2.1 
Describe the elements of a good agricultural news story.

AC2.2 
Compose an agricultural news story.

AC2.3 
Edit an agricultural news story.

AC3.1 
Utilize computer technology and associated software as it relates to the agriculture communications industry.

AC3.2 
Utilize basic photographic media to enhance agriculture communications.

AC3.3 
Demonstrate basic layout procedures.

AC4.1 
Perform the basic skills in public speaking.

AC5.1 
Recognize common agricultural communications jobs in the public and private sectors.

Major Course Projects

· Plan and implement an agricultural literacy program in the school or community.

· Research, interview, check facts and attribute sources for a news story.

· Evaluate a news story for the four primary news determinants.

· Write a lead paragraph for a news story which holds a readers attention.

· Write an article for publication that is free of opinion, grammatical errors and punctuation mistakes.

· Prepare and present a 20 minutes agricultural radio broadcast, creating original radio personalities and using music, news, markets and weather.

· Edit a news story for redundant phrases, colloquialisms, cliches, unnecessary phrases and inaccurate facts.

· Create a multimedia presentation to convey information.

· Produce a news story with at least one key photograph which helps to illustrate the story.

· Edit photographs using digital graphics software.

· Present an prepared or extemporaneous speech.

Assessment Plan & Grading Scale

	Grade
	Scale
	Description of Work

	A
	92-100%
	Consistently demonstrates an exceptional level of quality and effort. Having all work in on time and completed to exceed expectations. Mastery in evaluating, synthesizing and applying the knowledge.

	B
	83-91%
	Consistently demonstrates proficient knowledge with a good effort and quality of work. All assignments are complete and on time. Demonstrates the ability to evaluate, analyze, synthesize and apply the principles.

	C
	74-82%
	Demonstrates proficient knowledge and the ability to apply knowledge. Work shows average effort. A few assignments may be missed or late. 

	D
	65-73%
	Work shows minimal effort and some assignments are late. Demonstrates a basic understanding of recalling or comprehending knowledge.

	F
	Below 65%
	Understanding is below basic. Work is of poor quality and does not meet standards or expectations. 



