South Dakota Teachers As Advisors

	Injustices

	               6-8th Grades Personal/Social Development-Session 3
Essential Questions: 
	What is an injustice? 
	Does everyone share the same beliefs when it comes to issues of injustice? 
	How should you handle something you feel is an injustice?

Stage 1—Desired Results





STANDARD(S): 									Revised Bloom’s Level:
PS:A1.5 Identify and express feelings                                                                                                   Remember			

CC.8.L.1 Conventions of Standard English: Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.			Apply
Stage 2—Assessment Evidence & Learning Plan



Summative Evidence: Students will develop a Letter to the Editor about their topic of injustice. The letter will be required to be five paragraphs long and correctly formatted grammatically.Materials needed:
Computers or Personal Lap Tops
(paper and pencil if resources are limited)
How To: Letter to the Editor




 

Introduction
[image: ]Ask students: What is an injustice? Be sure they are clear on how an injustice can be defined.
Have the class list things they view as not fair (chores, curfew, dress codes, etc). List these items on the board. Have the students explain why they feel these things are not fair as they list them.
Instruction
1. [image: ]Invite each student to identify a real situation of “injustice” at school, in their community, in the US, or in the world that they feel strongly about. Ask students to do research on both sides of their argument. They should know the viewpoints of each party involved. Let students know that the only way to form a solid argument is by having perspective on the issue—meaning they know both sides of the argument. 

[image: ]
2. Have students write a letter to the editor of the school or community newspaper. (Students may choose to report on the same topic as a class if they wish. Individual letters should still be created.) 
3. [image: ]Hand out the “How To: Writing a Letter to the Editor” outline and go through it as a class. Make sure students are aware that the letter is to be formatted correctly with sentence structure and void of grammatical errors. The letters may begin, “To whom it may concern,”
4. After they have completed their letter have students present their argument to the class. 
Closure/Wrap Up
Evaluate students aloud to the class based on whether or not they mentioned dual perspectives on their topic of injustice. Reiterate the importance of handling injustices in a professional manner. It is important to recognize and voice opinions of injustices but they must be handled in a mature manner. 
Time: 30 minutes


[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Making the Connection                 Checking Understanding                 Higher Order Thinking                   Handout
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