South Dakota Teachers As Advisors

	What Did You Say?

	               6-8th Grades Personal/Social Development-Session 1
Essential Questions:
	How well do you listen?
	What does it take to be a good listener?
Stage 1—Desired Results





STANDARD(S): 									Revised Bloom’s Level:
PS:A2.7 Know that communication involves speaking, listening and nonverbal behavior       Understand
Stage 2—Assessment Evidence & Learning Plan



    Summative Evidence: Students will complete a self-assessment on active listening before and    
    after they are asked to listen to a passage to show their conscious effort at listening.Materials needed:
“Fetching Water” short story
Passage of Text-instructors discretion
(one per group)
Listening Skills Evaluation Sheet
(two per student)
colored pencils



 
Prior to this Lesson:
Select a passage from a textbook, story or poem that students can use to practice their listening skills. 
Introduction
Read a passage from the short story “Fetching Water” to your students. Simply give the instruction that they are supposed to listen. When you are finished reading, ask one student to retell the story they just listened to. This will be a challenge for the majority of the students.
Have the students piece together details as much as they can together as a class. 

Stress the importance of developing good listening skills. This activity was proof that some listening skills are seriously lacking.  Tell students that active listening takes practice.  In this activity, they will evaluate their own listening skills – both before and after they listen to another student read aloud.
[image: ]Instruction
1.  Distribute the ‘Listening Skills Evaluation’ sheet and have students complete it individually.
2. Divide students into small groups.  Have each group appoint one member as a reader.  Hand out a passage from a textbook, story or poem to each reader.  Ask him or her to read the passage aloud to the rest of the group.  Encourage readers to make the passage sound as interesting as possible.
3. [image: ]Ask students to answer the questions on the Activity Sheet again, this time using a different colored pencil to mark their responses.  
4. Find out if students rated themselves as better listeners the second time around.
· Did you practice the suggestions on the Activity Sheet when listening to the reader?

· Did the suggestions work? Why or why not? 
[image: ]
· Did the readers do anything to make what they read more interesting? 

· How did they make it more interesting?


Closure/Wrap Up
[image: ]Conclude the discussion by emphasizing how important listening skills are not only in the classroom, but in any and all communication.  Have students make a list on the board of times when they must use active listening skills outside of the classroom. 
Time: 30 minutes



[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Making the Connection                 Checking Understanding                 Higher Order Thinking                   Handout
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