South Dakota Teachers As Advisors

	Grade Point Average

	               9-10th Grades Personal/Social Development-Session 1
Essential Questions:
	What is a GPA?
	Why is it important to know and care about your GPA? 
	How could your GPA affect your future?
Stage 1—Desired Results





STANDARD(S): 									Revised Bloom’s Level:
PS:B1.11 Use persistence and perseverance in acquiring knowledge and skills		Apply
Stage 2—Assessment Evidence & Learning Plan



Summative Evidence: Students will complete the GPA Activity Sheet in order to calculate their personal GPA.  They will also complete a reflection piece that will assess their thoughts on the parts of a GPA and why it is important to know and understand the GPA.Materials needed:
GPA Calculation Activity Sheet
(one per student)
Personal Student Records
GPA Goal Sheet
(one per student) 



 

Introduction
[image: ][image: ]Have students brainstorm situations in where their GPA is important (i.e. calculating Honor Rolls, scholarship applications, academic awards, post high school admissions, etc). List their ideas on the board. Ask students:
	   Do you know your GPA?
	   Have you ever tried to calculate your GPA?
	   What numbers make-up  your GPA?
	   Does it feel like your GPA really has any effect on your right now, why or why not?
	   How can you be proactive about your GPA?  What changes would you need to make?
Use these discussion questions to bring the importance of good grades to the attention of the students. By the end of this activity they will be able to see how grades calculate into the equation of a GPA. It is important for them to see how their hard work gets figured into a number, and how that number is used in the future to determine success and recognition on many different levels. And essentially, in some cases, a student’s GPA acts as their fate when making the cut or not for any one program. 
[image: ]Instruction
1. [image: ]Hand out the activity sheet-Calculate Your GPA.  Read the activity sheet to students as they work through it. Be sure to have personal student records accessible to each student so they can fill in the information. Have the students spread out so they are not inclined to look at each other’s work. 
2. Distribute the GPA Goal sheet and ask students to set their personal Goals.
3. As a concluding activity, ask students to journal their response to the following prompt:  
[image: ][image: ]How can you apply yourself better in the classroom to improve your GPA? Give students a few examples of ways they could apply themselves better. Use specific classrooms and techniques. (This prompt is found on the bottom of the GPA Goal Sheet and should be around two paragraphs long.)

Students may raise these concerns: If I’m not going to college, why do I need to worry about my GPA? Will an employer even look at this number? Why would an employer even need to know this number? 
The answer is yes, and employer definitely looks at this number! Employers look at GPAs to make the cut between candidates. Academic success says a lot about a person and could be the decision maker between two highly capable candidates.          
What is a good GPA? 
This depends on personal goals. Every individual’s academic capabilities are different.  It is important to set a GPA goal that is right for you. Set the bar higher than your normal achievement and work hard for that success. 
Closure/Wrap Up
Remind students that in order to make improvements on their current GPA, they must learn to make changes on their study habits in the classroom. Caring about their grades is the first step. They must show perseverance and persistence in obtaining their goals for grades. 
Time: 30 minutes




[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Making the Connection                 Checking Understanding                 Higher Order Thinking                   Handout
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