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Relationships 
Connect students, teachers, parents, schools and communities to create 
opportunities for success in a global society.

Criteria for Exemplary Key Practices

Career Guidance

All students will access www.SDMyLife.com and use the Web site’s career guidance software to com-
plete a career interest survey in 8th grade and an aptitude assessment in 10th grade.  At the end of each 
grade, each student will have fi nished all portfolio completion standards.

The school district’s student registration handbook is organized around the 16 Career Clusters and lo-
cally developed Programs of Study.  Each teacher integrates SDMyLife into classroom instruction.

Transition
Informational meetings with middle school and high school district staff are held in the spring of 
the eighth-grade year to review educational benchmarks which include attendance, behavior, and 
academics to create an action plan to address defi ciencies.  

Eighth-grade students are provided information about high school and given opportunities to meet 
high school teachers, tour high schools, visit with high school students, and participate in any activi-
ties and events to introduce them to high school life.

Twelfth-grade students are provided opportunities to learn more about and visit post-secondary pro-
grams or career opportunities.  Students are provided assistance in completing entrance paperwork, 
fi nancial aid packages, and scholarship applications.  

Teacher as Advisors Program
All students participate in career guidance activities at every grade level through the Teachers as 
Advisors program. Students stay with the same advisor/group throughout high school.  

The Teacher as Advisors curriculum follows the guidelines of the South Dakota Comprehensive 
School Counseling framework. School districts have a structure in place to operate and evaluate the 
program. School counselors, teachers, and administrators participate in professional development to 
assist them in implementing career guidance activities.  
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Parental Engagement

Communication between home and school is regular, two-way and meaningful.  

All parents or guardians participate in informational meetings regarding freshmen orientation, career 
clusters, programs of study, personal learning plans, career interest and aptitude results, and postsec-
ondary preparation.  

Parents or guardians play an integral role in assisting student learning by:   

•    •    becoming active partners in assisting students with career planning and creating the student’s 
personal learning plan.

••    utilizing Infi nite Campus or other student information systems.

•   •    sharing basic information about their child’s interests, aptitudes and learning style.

•   •    participating in classroom activities, serving as guest speakers and/or as judges for senior experi-
ence projects, or other student events and competitions.

Parents complete a survey to evaluate their involvement in their child’s education.

Service Learning   
Service learning opportunities provide experience for students to gain self-refl ection and self-discovery 
skills, and the acquire values, skills and knowledge to become productive members of society.

Service-learning opportunities: 

•   •    involve multiple people to determine and meet real, defi ned community needs

•   •    are reciprocal in nature, benefi ting both the community and the student participants by combin-
ing a service experience with a learning experience

•   •    provide experience for students to interact with key local business and community members

Service learning experiences may be gained through a career and technical student organization, as 
a course, integrated into classroom curriculum, independent project, senior experience, or school/com-
munitywide partnership.
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