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Reception honors Solutions students for National Civil Rights Award
 
Rapid City, SD – On Thursday, May 19th, Dr. Tim Mitchell will host a reception to celebrate five students from the Partnership Rapid City Solutions program and their teacher in recognition of being awarded the National Education Association Human Rights and Minority Award. Solutions teacher, Jackie Swanson, and five of her students will travel to Chicago in July for the National Award presentation. Aries Martinez, Estrella Aragon, Camille Williams, Marissa Yellow Horse and Julie McCloud are being honored for their work in addressing the Native American High School Drop-Out Crisis in Rapid City. 

Last summer this group identified barriers which affected them and their peers and worked to create potential “solutions” to these issues. Their work included: 
· A helpline to assist students who want to return to school but don’t know where to start
· Designing and raising funds for ten billboards encouraging students to return to school
· Creating television and radio PSAs to attract students back to school
· Presentations to Rapid City education administration, business and community leadership
· Statewide presentations throughout South Dakota to showcase their project

These young women challenged themselves and our community as they discovered the power of their youth voice.

For more information, contact: Liz Hamburg, Partnership Rapid City,  General Beadle Community School, 10 Van Buren Street, Rapid City, SD  57701; Liz.Hamburg@k12.sd.us; 605-431-9876.
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