South Dakota Teachers As Advisors

	Student Success

	               6-8th Grades Academic Development-Session 1
Essential Questions:
  What are the characteristics of a successful student?
Stage 1—Desired Results





STANDARD(S): 									Revised Bloom’s Level:
A:B2.6 Understand the relationship between classroom performance and success in school. 	      Understand
Stage 2—Assessment Evidence & Learning Plan



    Summative Evidence: Students will be asked to rate a list of “Successful Student Characteristics” and discuss why they rated each characteristic in the way they did. They will also create a skit with their group members to display their top characteristic.  Materials needed:
Notecards (one per student)
Successful Student Characteristics List
(one copy per group)



 
Introduction
[image: ]Ask each student to think of three adjectives that describe themselves as a student. (Give an example of three words that you would use to describe yourself as a teacher.) Pass around notecards and have the students write down their three adjectives. Without putting their names on the cards, have the students hand them in. 
[image: ]Instruction
1. Divide the class into small groups and distribute the “Successful Student Characteristics” worksheet.
2. While the students are completing the activity, write some of the adjectives that the students used to describe themselves on the board. 
3. Request each group to select the three most important characteristics of a successful student from their worksheet and report to the class. Do any of these characteristics relate to the student-chosen adjectives? 
4. Have the students share their choices and discuss reasons for their selection.
5. Next have the groups select the most important characteristic out of their top three choices and create a skit that exhibits that characteristic. The skit must include each group member. After the skit is over, have the audience guess which characteristic the group members were trying to portray. 

6. [image: ][image: ]List the most common characteristics and have the class vote on a top three as a class. Be sure students are explaining the reasoning behind their rankings. 
7. Discuss how the characteristics listed relate to in-school and out-of-school situations.
Time: 25 minutes
Closure/Wrap Up
To conclude, discuss the importance of having a variety of the characteristics that were discussed. Relate the top three characteristics that the class chose to the group of students in the classroom as a whole. Explain that those three characteristics are going to describe this group of students throughout the school year. Remind students they will need to work hard to be successful as a team.   



[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Making the Connection                 Checking Understanding                 Higher Order Thinking                   Handout
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