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Social /Emotional Development and Approaches to Learning

Diversity & Inclusion

I Can, You Can, Toucan! by Sue Mayfield
Best friends Toucan, Giraffe, and Penguin each dislike something about him- or herself, but when one of
them is in trouble, it is their differences that allow them to help one another.

I'm Not by Pam Smallcomb
A young girl discovers that best friends can enjoy and do well at different things as long as they are good
at being friends.

It's Okay to be Different by Todd Parr
It is all right to accept differences in ourselves and others.

Me and You by Genevieve Coté
Bunny and Piggie are best friends who notice that they are different from each other.

Quiet Bunny's Many Colors by Lisa McCue

Quiet Bunny loves the beautiful colors of springtime in the forest so much; he wants to change his fur's
winter colors. He tries to turn himself yellow with honey and flower blossoms, green with lily pads, blue
with blueberries and so on. A wise owl intervenes and points out that each animal has its individual
color and that is what makes the forest beautiful.

Romina's Rangoli by Malathi Michelle lyengar
When her teacher asks each student to bring in something reflecting his or her cultural heritage, Romina

doesn't know how she's going to represent the cultures she's inherited from each of her parents — her
father is from India and her mother from Mexico.

Shota and the Star Quilt by Margaret Bateson-Hill, Lakota text by Philomine Lakota.
Shota and her friend Esther are neighbors in a city apartment building that has been targeted for

development by the powerful Mr. Starman. Soon after receiving the news, Shota and Esther visit the
Pine Ridge Reservation, where Shota's grandmother helps them make a traditional star quilt celebrating
their apartment homes. Back in the city, the girls visit Mr. Starman and change his heart and mind with
their beautiful quilt.

Square Cat by Elizabeth Schoonmaker
Eulah the cat is square and, while she longs to be round like other cats, her friends show her the benefits

of the shape that she has.

What a Wonderful World by George David Weiss and Bob Thiele
Children put on a puppet show using the words to the song "What a Wonderful World," made famous
by Louis Armstrong.



You Be You by Linda Kranz
After exploring his ocean home and seeing many different types of sea life, a young fish named Adri
talks to his parents and learns that differences make the world colorful and beautiful.

*Visit your local library for more books*

Feelings
Body Talk by Bobbie Kalman
Introduces young readers to ways they express themselves through body language.

Funny Face by Nicola Smee
This book explores the different expressions, including happy, sad, frightened, naughty, cross, surprised
and worried, that appear on the face of a small boy whose ball is stolen by a naughty bear.

Hurty Feelings by Helen Lester
It looks like trouble when Fragility, a hippopotamus whose feelings are easily hurt, meets Rudy, a rude
elephant, on the soccer field.

I'm Number One by Michael Rosen
A wind-up soldier bosses and berates the other toys, making them feel terrible, until they suddenly start
to rebel.

Like Pickle Juice On a Cookie by Julie Sternberg
When nine-year-old Eleanor's beloved babysitter Bibi moves away to care for her ailing father, Eleanor
must spend the summer adjusting to a new babysitter while mourning the loss of her old one.

Percy Gets Upset by Stuart J. Murphy
Mommy and Daddy help their son calm down and feel better when situations during the day make him
angry.

Shy Spaghetti and Excited Eggs: A Kid's Menu of Feelings by Marc Nemiroff and Jane Annunziata
A menu of emotions (lonely lettuce, angry apples and sorry steak, to name a few) introduces tips for
children to healthily address their behavioral responses.

That Makes Me Mad by Hilary Knight
Lots of little, everyday frustrations make Nina mad, and she is very good at expressing her feelings.

When | Am Happy by Bobbie Kalman
A picture dictionary of declarative sentences about being happy.

Yesterday | Had the Blues by Jeron Ashford Frame
A young boy ponders a variety of emotions and how different members of his family experience them,

from his own blues to his father's grays and his grandmother's yellows.

*Visit your local library for more books*



Friendship & Families

All the World by Liz Garton Scanlon
Pictures and rhyming text celebrate a family's day spent going to the beach, shopping at the market,
eating at a restaurant and spending the evening with the rest of the extended family.

Another Brother by Matthew Cordell

Davy the sheep wishes he had time alone with his parents, as he did before his twelve brothers came
along and started imitating his every move, but when his wish comes true Davy misses playing with the
youngsters.

Being Friends by Karen Beaumont
Two very different girls find that the joy of being friends enables them to share their various likes and
dislikes.

But | Wanted a Baby Brother! by Kate Feiffer
Oliver Keaton wants a baby brother more than anything but when he gets a baby sister instead, he sets
out with his dog Chaplin to trade his sister for the perfect baby brother.

Emma Kate by Patricia Polacco
Emma Kate and her best friend, a toy elephant, share many activities, such as homework and soccer
practice, and even have their tonsils out at the same time.

| Will Surprise My Friend! by Mo Willems
Best friends Elephant and Piggie decide that they will try to surprise each other, with unexpected
results.

Otis by Loren Long

When a big new yellow tractor arrives, Otis the friendly little tractor is cast away behind the barn, but
when trouble occurs Otis is the only one who can help. (Follow this with the next book Otis and the
Tornado)

Together by Jane Simmons
Two dogs, Mousse and Nut, learn that even though they may like different things, they can still be best
friends.

A Walk with Grandpa by Sharon K. Solomon
Ella and her grandfather find a peaceful walk in the woods leads to so much more. They express just

how much they mean to each other by a simple word game they play together.

You Were Loved Before You Were Born by Eve Bunting & Karen Barbour
A mother, speaking in soothing tones, narrates an idyllic portrait of how a child is anticipated and then
welcomed into the world.

*Visit your local library for more books*



Self-Esteem & Independence

Because Your Mommy Loves You by Andrew Clements

When challenges arise during a hiking and camping trip a mother could do a lot of things herself, such as
carrying her son's heavy pack or putting up the tent by herself, but always finds a way to lovingly teach
self-reliance.

Cock-a-Doodle-Doo! by Cecily Matthews
Basil the rooster loses his voice and when Leonard, a smaller, shy rooster must fill in to crow at dawn, he
finds that fear can turn into success, even when one least expects it.

Errol and His Extraordinary Nose by David Conway
When his teacher announces a talent contest to raise money for his school, Errol the elephant fears he
has no unique skills to share.

1 Am Too Absolutely Small for School by Lauren Child
When Lola is worried about starting school, her older brother Charlie reassures her.

| Want to Do It Myself! by Tony Ross
The little princess is determined to go on a camp-out without anyone's help.

| Want Your Moo: A Story for Children About Self-Esteem by Marcella Bakur Weiner and Jill

Neimark

Disliking her appearance and the gobbling noise she makes, Toodles the Turkey tries to persuade other
animals to give her their sounds.

I'll Be There by Ann Stott
A young boy and his mother talk about what she did for him as a baby, what he can do for himself now,
and that she will always be there when he needs her.

Jake Starts School by Michael Wright
No one can pry a frightened Jake away from his parents on the first day of school, and so the three must
watch as his classmates have fun until, at the end of the day, his teacher finally gets him to let go.

No Ordinary Olive by Roberta Baker
From the day she is born, Olive, an exuberant young girl, enjoys life in her own way and even though she
is occasionally misunderstood, her parents support her.

Think Big! by Nancy Carlson

Vinney hates being small. He cannot reach the chapter books in the library. Bigger kids take his ball in
four square, the lunch lady does not see him in the cafeteria line, and nobody passes him the basketball
in gym class. His mother explains that he will be bigger someday, but for now, he will just have to think
big.

*Visit your local library for more books*



Sharing, Cooperation, & Conflict Resolution

Duck & Goose by Tad Hills
Duck and Goose learn to work together to take care of a ball, which they think is an egg.

Elliot Digs for Treasure by Andrea Beck

Elliot and his friends are digging in the garden for treasure. Now they've dug the hole so deep, they're
trapped with no escape. Only with cooperation, imagination and a little effort are they able to solve
their problem.

First Come the Zebra by Lynne Barasch

When two young Kenyan boys, one Maasai and one Kikuyu, first meet, they are hostile toward each
other based on traditional rivalries, but after they suddenly have to work together to save a baby in
danger, the boys begin to discover what they have in common.

Mine! by Kevin Luthardt
When a package turns up at their doorstep, a pair of brothers disputes the ownership of the contents, a
fetching green dinosaur toy.

Not Fair, Won't Share by Sue Graves
Personal space meets outer space in this lively tale about sharing.

The Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog! by Mo Willems
Pigeon learns about sharing when a curious duckling keeps asking questions about the hot dog Pigeon
has found.

Ribbit Rabbit by Candace Ryan
Frog and Bunny are the best of friends, even though sometimes they get into fights.

Twins' Blanket by Hyewon Yum
Two twin girls, who have always shared everything, sleep in separate beds with their own blankets for
the first time.

You're Mean, Lily Jean! by Frieda Wishinsky
A new neighbor, Lily Jean, turns out to be a bit of a bully, disrupting the happy relationship between two

sisters, Carly and Sandy.

Will Sheila Share? by Elivia Savadier
Nana helps teach her toddler granddaughter to share.

*Visit your local library for more books*

Language and Literacy

Alphabet & Letter Fun

Al Pha's Bet by Amy Krouse Rosenthal



Al Pha makes a bet with himself that he can invent the perfect order for the twenty-six letters.

The Alphabet Keeper by Mary Murphy
The Alphabet Keeper keeps all the letters caged in the dark, but one day they escape and use clever
word play to outwit the keeper.

An Annoying ABC by Barbara Bottner
When Adelaide annoys Bailey, their entire preschool class gets upset, one child after another, until Zelda
zaps Adelaide and a round of apologies begins.

Basher: ABC Kids by Simon Basher

Each letter of the alphabet gets a two-page spread. On the lower right is an alphabet line underscoring
the letter of the moment; upper right features a word using that letter, with an illustration nestled
neatly in between. Lower left displays the letter in both upper and lowercase, while the upper left
unfurls a sentence using the letter.

Call for a New Alphabet by Jef Czekaj

Tired of being near the end of the alphabet, starting few words, and being governed by grammar rules, X
calls for a vote on a new Alphabet Constitution, then dreams of how life would be if he became a
different letter.

Carmine: A Little More Red by Melissa Sweet
A new version with a modern twist of the old classic: "Little Red Riding Hood" turned into an ABC book.

The Edible Alphabet: 26 Reasons to Love the Farm by Carol Watterson
The subtitle announces the approach of this clever ABC that will inform and entertain kids, whether they
are farm savvy or naive.

Gone Wild: An Endangered Animal Alphabet by David McLimans

This stampede of wild animals, from Chinese Alligator to Grevy's Zebra, are so rare, they're all
endangered. David McLiman's bold and playful illustrations transform each letter into a work of art,
graphically rendered with animal characteristics.

Shiver Me Letters: A Pirate ABC by June Sobel

Having decided that R is not enough for them, a bumbling band of pirates sets sail on a quest to capture
the rest of the alphabet.

Yummy ABC's by Yanitzia Canetti

Brief rhyming verses introduce the letters of the alphabet with children enjoying healthy foods, from

"aguacate" to "zanahoria." Includes nutrition facts.

*Visit your local library for more books*

Rollicking Good Reads

Children Make Terrible Pets by Peter Brown



When Lucy, a young bear, discovers a boy lost in the woods, she asks her mother if she can have him as
a pet, only to find him impossible to train.

Dinotrux by Chris Gall
Millions of years ago, the prehistoric ancestors of today's trucks, such as garbageadon, dozeratops, and
craneosaurus, roamed the Earth until they rusted out and became extinct.

I Need My Monster by Amanda Noll
Fretting that he won't be able to get to sleep with Gabe, his favorite under-the-bed monster, who has
gone off on a fishing trip, a lad holds auditions for a temporary replacement.

Max's Dragon by Kate Banks
Many unusual and unexpected things happen while Max plays with his invisible dragon.

Reading to Peanut by Leda Schubert
Lucy works hard to learn to read and write before her dog's birthday.

Rhyming Dust Bunnies by Jan Thomas
As three dust bunnies, Ed, Ned, and Ted, are demonstrating how much they love to rhyme, a fourth,

Bob, is trying to warn them of approaching danger.

Smash! Crash! by Jon Scieszka
Best friends Jack Truck and Dump Truck Dan love to smash things but sometimes their antics get them

into trouble. One day they meet Wrecking Crane Rosie. Are Jack and Dan's smashing days over?

There's Nothing to Do on Mars by Chris Gall
After moving to Mars with his family, Davey complains of being bored until he begins exploring the

planet with his dog Polaris and uncovers a most unusual "treasure."

Turtle's Penguin Day by Valeri Gorbachev
After hearing a bedtime story about penguins, Turtle dresses as a penguin for school and soon the entire

class is having a penguin day.

Yoko Learns to Read by Rosemary Wells
Despite the doubts of some classmates and her native-born Japanese mother's inability to read English,

Yoko finds the key to reading and catches up with the other students in putting new leaves on the
classroom's book tree.

*Visit your local library for more books*

Mathematics

Counting & Number Fun

1 Zany Zoo by Lori Degman
When one fearless fox grabs the zookeeper's keys and opens all the cages, increasing numbers of
animals behave in most unusual ways. A young boy tells the story of what he sees when he sneaks



through the gate. In numbers one through ten and in rhyming verse, he tells about the chaos that
develops throughout the zoo as the zookeeper chases the fox in order to retrieve the keys.

Art 123 : Count from 1 to 12 with Great Works of Art by Stefano Zuffi
Simple, rhyming text invites the reader to count from one to twelve and more, while illustrations
introduce works of art by such masters as Gainsborough, Van Gogh, and Matisse.

The Big Storm: A Very Soggy Counting Book by Nancy Tafuri
Ten animals find shelter in a hill hollow one by one, but when the storm is over, a rumbling tells them
there is still danger afoot.

Let's Count Goats! by Mem Fox
Count goats of many shapes, sizes, hobbies, and professions.

Lyle Walks the Dogs: a Counting Book by Bernard Wabe
Count the dogs as Lyle the crocodile's dog walking business grows.

Olly and Me 1, 2, 3 by Shirley Hughes
Katie and her little brother Ollie use opportunities throughout the day to practice counting.

One Brown Bunny by Marion Dane Bauer
One brown bunny goes out one day and finds many friends who would like to play.

One Drowsy Dragon by Ethan Long
As one dragon tries to take a nap, his ten little dragons, in increasing numbers, disturb his sleep by
making milk shakes, screaming at scary movies, and playing loud games.

Seven Little Bunnies by Julie Stiegemeyer
Seven bunnies find many other things to do when it is time for them to go to bed.

Wombat Walkabout by Carol Diggory Shields
Rhyming text follows six little wombats on walkabout and a hungry dingo following, envisioning them as
his lunch until the wombats turn the tables on him.

*Visit your local library for more books*

Other Math Fun

Chickens to the Rescue by John Himmelman

Each day of the week has the chickens coming to the rescue of various people living on a farm.
(sequels Pigs to the Rescue and Cows to the Rescue are just as much fun!)

Look at That Building: A First Book of Structures by Scot Ritchie

A number of architectural concepts are considered in the context of a group of children attempting to
build a doghouse: foundations, floors, and ceilings; how animals in nature build houses; decorative
elements such as domes and columns; and more.



Monday Is One Day by Arthur A. Levine
A rhyming countdown of the days of the week as a father and child find ways to spend time together
while waiting for the weekend.

Next to an Ant by Mara Rockliff
Focused on comparing and understanding sizes, the story is cumulative with each thing being taller than
the preceding one.

Pumpkin Fever by Charnan Simon

In simple text that teaches about shapes, Erin and her parents buy two wonderful, round pumpkins and
while she and her father carve one into a jack-o-lantern, Mom prepares hers a different way. Includes
learning activities, parent tips, and word list.

Shapes in the Kitchen by Tracey Steffora
Shapes are all around us; just explore the kitchen to find and identify a variety of different shapes.

Swirl by Swirl: Spirals in Nature by Joyce Sidman
Spirals are not often included in basic shape books, but thanks to the vivid illustrations and intriguing
examples here, young readers will be inspired to look for spirals in their own backyards.

Ten Little Beasties by Rebecca Emberley and Ed Emberley
One by one, ten little monsters appear and then disappear from the page.

What's a Pair? What's a Dozen? by Stephen R. Swinburne
Throughout its pages, early readers are introduced to math and number related terms commonly found
in everyday use.

Zero is the Leaves on the Tree by Betsy Franco
This picture book beautifully explores the important math concept zero in a way that will inspire

children to find zero everywhere--from the branches of a tree by day to the vast, starry sky by night.

*Visit your local library for more books*

Sciences

Science As Inquiry

Bears on Chairs by Shirley Parenteau
Four small bears and one big bear try to find a way to share four small chairs. This book helps with
understanding how parts can make a whole.

The Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques Cousteau by Dan Yaccarino
From the first moment he got a glimpse of what lived under the ocean’s waves, Cousteau was hooked.

And so he set sail aboard the Calypso to see the sea.

I Feel a Foot! by Maranke Rinck & Martijn van der Linden



Five animal friends, awakened by a strange noise, discover a creature in the dark that seems to be a
giant-sized version of each of them.

A Little at a Time by David A. Adler

While enjoying a morning together, a little boy asks his grandfather a series of questions about how
things got to be the way they are, such as tall trees, deep holes, and big dinosaurs in the museum they
visit, but Grandpa's answer is always the same.

Science Fair Day by Lynn Plourde
On Science Fair Day, Ima Kindanozee proves that she is the most inquisitive student in Mrs. Shepherd's
class.

Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin
Wilson Bentley was fascinated by snow, in childhood and adulthood, and, practically speaking, is the one
who "discovered" snow crystals, by photographing them in all their variations.

That's How! by Christoph Niemann
A very imaginative boy answers a girl's questions about how different kinds of vehicles work.

Under the Snow by Melissa Stewart

A journey through the fields, forests, ponds and wetlands to see how animals survive in the snowy
winter months, and when the sun's rays grow stronger, join all the animals as they get ready for
springtime.

A Very Curious Bear by Tony Mitton
A very curious bear asks his parent questions about all the things they see and do all day long.

Who's That Scratching at My Door? by Amanda Lesli
When a boy wishes for a real friend to play with, a number of inappropriate animals come to his door

before a "just right" puppy appears.

*Visit your local library for more books*

Physical Science

Applesauce Season by Eden Ross Lipson

A child recounts a family's annual applesauce-making ritual, from buying apples at a farmer's market,
through cooking and milling the fruit, to eating the finished product on potato pancakes, gingerbread, or
even plain.

Big and Small, Room for All by Jo Ellen Bogart
Introduces the reader to relative sizes, from the vastness of the universe to things too small to see with
the naked eye.

Kid Tea by Elizabeth Ficocelli
On every night of the week, a new color of "kid tea" is created in the bath, depending on the activities of
that day.



Magnus Maximus, a Marvelous Measurer by Kathleen T. Pelley
As the town's official measurer, Magnus Maximus is consumed with measuring and counting everything
and everyone, missing out on life's simple pleasures, until one day when he breaks his glasses.

Making a Friend by Alison McGhee
When the snow falls, a young boy makes a snowman that becomes his friend until the seasons change.

Night Lights by Susan Gal
While preparing for bedtime, a little girl and her dog note all the different kinds of lights that brighten
up the night, from headlights to moonlight.

Noisy Forest! by Harriet Ziefert
Forest animals invite readers to make sounds like theirs.

Otto's Orange Day by Frank Cammuso & Jay Lynch
After a genie fulfills Otto the cat's wish by turning the whole world orange, Otto realizes that his favorite
color is not the best color for everything.

Spiky, Slimy, Smooth: What Is Texture? by Jane Brocket
Young readers will be introduced to different textures through this simple book. They will become

aware of textures in the world that they could observe and explore.

What Should | Wear Today? by Jamie Kondrchek
A rhyming story in English and Spanish that follows a preschooler through the seasons as his parents

help him dress appropriately for the weather.

*Visit your local library for more books*

Life Science

The Busy Tree by Jennifer Ward

Many different types of wildlife live in and around a tree that is their home, from chipmunks and
woodpeckers to ants and spiders.

Castles, Caves, and Honeycombs by Linda Ashman
Describes some of the unique places where animals build their homes such as in a heap of twigs, on a
castle tower, in a cave, or in the hollow space inside a tree.

Even an Ostrich Needs a Nest: Where Birds Begin by Irene Kelly
This nonfiction picture book describes materials used by 40 species of birds from all parts of the world to
build their unique nests and how they go about building them.

The Honeybee Man by Lela Nargi
Fred, a beekeeper whose hives are on the roof of his Brooklyn, New York, apartment building, tends his
bees and distributes their honey to his neighbors.



A Garden for Pig by Kathryn K. Thurman
Pig lives on an apple farm and is tired of eating nothing but apples--roasted, in pie, or flambé--until his
efforts to find something different to eat finally pay off. Includes tips for growing an organic garden.

Gobble It Up!: A Fun Song about Eating! by Jim Arnosky
Survival in the wild-animal kingdom includes hunting, and this simple rhyming picture book shows the

thrilling role of predators in the natural cycle. (with CD)

The Growing Story by Ruth Krauss
A little boy worries throughout the summer that he's not getting bigger, but at the end of the season he

tries on his winter clothes and realizes that he has grown.

Guess What Is Growing Inside This Egg by Mia Posada
Six animals kinds of animals hatch from eggs: penguins, alligators, ducklings, sea turtles, spiders, and
octopuses.

Over in Australia: Amazing Animals Down Under by Marianne Berkes

A counting book in rhyme presents various Australian animals and their offspring, from a mother
crocodile and her "little hatchling one" to a huge father emu and his "little chicks ten." Includes related
facts and activities.

Zinnia's Flower Garden by Monica Wellington
Zinnia plants a garden, eagerly waits for the plants to grow, sells the beautiful flowers, then gathers

seeds to plant the following year.

*Visit your local library for more books*

Earth & Space Science

All the Water in the World by George Ella Lyon and Katherine Tillotson
Learn about water with the way we commonly come in contact with it, such as from the garden hose, in
pools, and from the faucet.

Cloudette by Tom Lichtenheld
Cloudette, the littlest cloud, finds a way to do something big and important as the other clouds do.

Good night, world by Willa PerIman

The day is ending and a child is getting ready for bed, but first he has to say good night to the world and
all living things before he closes his eyes. Sitting on his bed and holding his little stuffed bunny, the child
bids good night to the sun, stars, and planets hanging in the sky.

Light Up the Night by Jean Reidy
In this cumulative, rhyming story, a young boy takes a nighttime ride from the distant stars in the Milky
Way galaxy to his cozy bed, as his blanket becomes a rocket, a plane, and a skateboard.

Living Sunlight: How Plants Bring the Earth to Life by Molly Bang & Penny Chisholm
Explains the cyclical relationship between photosynthesis in plants and respiration in animals.



Ready, Set . . . Wait!: What Animals Do Before a Hurricane by Patti R. Zelch
As a hurricane builds at sea, people in its path gather provisions and protect their homes. Meanwhile, a
little boy wonders how animals prepare for the storm.

Round Like a Ball by Lisa Campbell Ernst

A family responds to a series of clues to discover what is “round like a ball.” The clues are placed in large
letters on the left side of a double-page spread, encircling progressively larger cutout circles. The cutout
on each successive page offers a glimpse of the next article guessed. After 12 guesses, the pages fold up
and out to a four-page spread revealing a beautiful likeness of our planet.

Ill

Snow Rabbit, Spring Rabbit: A Book of Changing Seasons by Il Sung Na
While other animals migrate, hibernate, or stay busy all winter, a little white rabbit watches.

Starry, Starry Night by Wade Cooper
Beginning readers will delight in the photographs and simple text that introduce the sun, moon, solar
system, and other things in space.

When Blue Met Egg by Lindsay M. Ward
Blue spends months seeking the mother of the strange white egg that appeared in her nest one winter's
day, enjoying New York City with her chilly friend, but as the weather grows warmer Egg becomes

smaller.

*Visit your local library for more books*

Science & Technology

Cool Construction Vehicles by Kelley MacAulay and Bobbie Kalman

Construction seems to be underway everywhere--new roads, buildings, parks and more. This book is
filled with excellent photographs and illustrations that let kids see what some of these vehicles look like
and learn a bit about their functions.

Fire Truck Factory by Catherine Anderson
This colorful book shows how fire trucks are assembled at the factory.

A Hole in the Road by Jakki Wood

There is a problem on the road. A hole has appeared and this stops the traffic from moving freely. This
energetic picture book introduces children to the steps needed to repair the road and shows them the
machines and people who make this possible.

The House that Max Built by Maxwell Newhouse
Folk artist Maxwell Newhouse takes young readers through the steps of building a house.

Marveltown by Bruce McCall
Marveltown's adults are outstanding inventors, but when their best engineers create giant but stupid

robots that threaten the town, it is the children's outrageous creations that save the day.



Monsters on Machines by Deb Lund
A beastly construction crew erects a behemoth of a building, in verse!

Robert Crowther's Amazing Pop-Up Big Machines: With Fun, Interactive Play Pieces by Robert
Crowther
Each two-page spread has a three-dimensional machine which pops up when pages are opened. Three

folded package cardboard accessories in pockets. Introduces a variety of machines using pop-ups and
text.

Sky Boys: How They Built the Empire State Building by Deborah Hopkinson & James E. Ransome
In 1931, a boy and his father watch as the world's tallest building, the Empire State Building, is

constructed, step-by-step, near their Manhattan home.

Who Made This Cake? by Chihiro Nakagawa
While a boy and his parents go for an outing, little people invade the house and use their big

construction equipment to bake a cake.

Whose Tools Are These?: A Look at Tools Workers Use — Big, Sharp, and Smooth by Sharon Katz Cooper
Seven community jobs are presented by looking at the tools used by various workers including a chef, a

field biologist, a teacher, and a hairdresser.

*Visit your local library for more books*

Environment & Society
Compost Stew: An A to Z Recipe for the Earth by Mary McKenna Siddals
A rhyming recipe explains how to make the dark, crumbly, rich, earth-friendly food called compost.

The Curious Garden by Peter Brown
Liam discovers a hidden garden and with careful tending spreads color throughout the gray city.

The Earth Book by Todd Parr

Everyone can do their part to help take care of the earth. Each person’s efforts add to make a difference
in helping the planet. The characters in the story tell what they can do to help to help the environment
and their reasons why.

Gabby & Grandma Go Green by Monica Wellington

Gabby and her grandmother spend the day together doing things that help the environment, from
sewing cloth bags out of fabric scraps to dropping off their recycling and visiting the library for more
helpful ideas.

Go Easy on Energy by Lisa Bullard

Aimed at getting the youngest children to think about energy conservation, this pleasantly illustrated
entry in the Planet Protectors series follows a young boy named Tyler through one day at school and
home as he monitors energy use as a member of his school’s Power Patrol.

Hey, That’s Not Trash! by Renee Jablow



Young readers learn the difference between trash and recyclables in an interactive approach.

Hey! What's That Nasty Whiff? by Julia Jarman
This amusing tale takes a fresh look at caring for our environment and gives a strong message for us all
about recognising our joint responsibility for the fate of the planet.

Nibbles: A Green Tale by Charlotte Middleton

Every guinea pig in Dandeville loves to eat dandelion leaves until there is only one plant left, and Nibbles
secretly and carefully tends this treasure until he can share the seeds with his community - a lesson
about ecological sustainability.

The Terrible Trash Trail: Eco-Pig Stops Pollution by Lisa S. French
In rhyming text, Eco-Pig wakes up from a nap only to find his beautiful town of To-Be totally trashed.

This Tree Counts! by Alison Formento

Before they begin planting new trees, Mr. Tate tells his students to listen closely as the lone tree behind
their school counts out ten ways it serves the needs of different animals.

*Visit your local library for more books*

Health and Physical Development

Health & Hygiene

The Boo Boo Book by Joy Masoff
This book helps children deal with the falls, scrapes, and even the broken bones of childhood.

Brushing Teeth by Mari Schuh
Simple text, photographs, and diagrams present information about brushing teeth properly.

Germs Are Not for Sharing = Los Gérmenes No Son para Compartir by Elizabeth Verdick

When you sneeze your germs land as far as the other side of the room! So what can you do? You can
sneeze into a tissue, the crook of your elbow or into your shoulder. This bilingual book about germs is
full of kid friendly tips to keep germs under control.

Get Up and Go! by Nancy Carlson
Text and illustrations encourage readers, regardless of shape or size, to turn off the television and play
games, walk, dance, and engage in sports and other forms of exercise.

Iris Has a Virus by Arlene Alda

Providing low-key reassurance for anyone who's had to stay in bed with a bug, Alda tracks young Iris's
three-day malaise from that general feeling that things are not quite right, through limp exhaustion,
nausea, a soothing visit to the doctor, troubled dreams, and on to full recovery.

Jake Stays Awake by Michael Wright



Jake cannot sleep unless he sleeps with his parents, but when their bed proves to be too small for three
people, his sleep-deprived parents initiate a plan that has surprising results.

My Healthy Body by Bobbie Kalman
From getting exercise, eating healthy foods, brushing your teeth after meals, to getting regular checkups
at the dentist and doctor this book encourages children to make healthy decisions.

Staying Clean by Robin Nelson

“Healthy,” “germs,” “infected,” and “cavities” are just a few key words young readers will discover as
they study the subject of keeping their bodies clean and healthy in this informative book.

Wallie Exercises by Steve Ettlinge
This is an inspirational book about a couch potato dog named Wallie who has gotten (literally) too big
for his britches through lack of physical movement (and over-snacking on unhealthy foods).

Wash, Scrub, Brush! by Mick Manning

Someone's having a party and all the children need to wash, scrub and brush. Starting with trimming the
fingernails, the children proceed to cleaning their ears, brushing their teeth, washing their hands, taking
a bath and combing their hair.

*Visit your local library for more books*

Nutrition

Are You Eating Something Red? by Harriet Ziefert
Greenie investigates foods of various colors and selects one of each to eat.

Chew, Chew, Gulp! by Lauren Thompson
[llustrations and simple, rhyming text demonstrate a variety of ways to eat different foods.

Harry Hungry! by Steven Salerno
Harry is a baby so hungry that he eats all the food in his house, then goes outside to find more.

I Will Never Not Ever Eat a Tomato by Lauren Child
A fussy eater decides to sample the carrots after her brother convinces her that they are really orange
twiglets from Jupiter.

Jake Goes Peanuts by Michael Wright

In an effort to get Jake to eat something other than peanut butter, his parents declare it "Peanut Butter
Week" and create such dishes as peanut butter soup, peanut butter pot roast, and even peanut butter
dog food for their pet.

Miss Fox's Class Shapes Up Eileen Spinelli
When Miss Fox realizes that her students do not have healthy habits, she teaches them that healthful
living is fun and rewarding, which they find to be true on Field Day.



The Sandwich Swap by Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah with Kelly DiPucchio
Best friends Lily and Salma disagree over their preferred foods, but after trading sandwiches to see how
they taste, the girls change their minds.

Tales for Very Picky Eaters by Josh Schneider
A father tells outlandish stories while trying to get his young son, who is a very picky eater, to eat foods
he thinks he will not like.

Tucker Took It! by Bruce Van Patter

Tucker loves corn more than anything. But with the corn not ready, what is hungry Tucker to do? He sets
his appetite loose on Mrs. Zook's farm, stealing the straw hat from the head of Sadie the horse,
snatching a watermelon from a trio of pigs, the cow's hay, Mrs. Zook's sundress, and a freshly baked pie.
Everyone on the farm is "Tuckered out!"

You Are What You Eat and Other Mealtime Hazards by Serge Bloch
A boy who does not like trying new foods receives many confusing words of advice in the form of such

phrases as "people need three square meals a day" and "I knew you were a tough cookie."

*Visit your local library for more books*

Safety & Sign Safety

Be Careful and Stay Safe by Cheri J. Meiners
This book primarily shows examples of how kids can be safe--from safely using items in the kitchen to
not talking to strangers.

City Signs by Zoran Milich
Signs are part of everyday life. The 30 photographs here help children recognize signs they will regularly
encounter, many of them dealing with safety.

Do Kangaroos Wear Seat Belts? by Jane Kurtz
A young boy is strapped into his safety seat for a ride to the zoo. He begins to wonder how his mom
would care for him if he were an animal.

Food Safety by Dana Meachen Rau
Identifies common food hazards and advises how to deal with them.

Guns: What You Should Know by Rachel Ellenberg Schulson
Describes different kinds of guns, explains how they are used, warns of possible dangers they present,
and spells out simple rules to ensure gun safety.

May I Pet Your Dog?: The How-To Guide for Kids Meeting Dogs (and Dogs Meeting Kids) by Stephanie
Calmenson

Harry the dog explains how to safely meet him and his friends.

Mia's Secret by Peter Ledwon and Marilyn Mets



This is the story of a very young girl who is being abused by a male friend of her mother's. As is often the
case, the abuser (unnamed in this short story) coerces Mia so she will not tell their secret. In an
insightful ploy, Mia gets around this by using her teddy bear to tell the secret to her mother.

Ride Right: Bicycle Safety by Jill Urban Donahue
Bicycle riding is fun and great exercise, but there are safety rules to know. The series also includes Play

It Smart: Playground Safety, Say No and Go: Stranger Safety, and Contain the Flame: Outdoor Fire
Safety

Say No and Go: Stranger Safety by Jill Urban Donahue
Various scenarios of stranger safety are discussed on every page, with an accompanying “Safety Tip”

prominently displayed. Even Internet safety is discussed.

Stop Drop and Roll by Margery Cuyler
Jessica, who worries about everything from her spelling homework to remembering to fill her dog's

water dish, learns that fire safety begins with extinguishing her fears.

*Visit your local public library for more books*

Teacher & Parent Resources

Developing Visual Literacy in science, K-8 by Jo Anne Vasquez, Michael W. Comer, Frankie Troutman.

The Complete Daily Curriculum for Early Childhood: Over 1200 Easy Activities to Support Multiple
Intelligences and Learning Styles by Pam Schiller and Pat Phipps

Early Literacy Programming en Espaiol: Mother Goose on the Loose Programs for Bilingual Learners
by Betsy Diamant-Cohen.

Early Literacy Storytimes @ Your Library: Partnering with Caregivers for Success by Saroj Nadkarni
Ghoting and Pamela Martin-Diaz.

Earth-Friendly Crafts: Clever Ways to Reuse Everyday Items by Kathy Ross

Peep and the Big Wide World: Produced by WGBH (Public media of New England), the online resource
offers a great collection of pre-K and early elementary school games, videos, and offline activities
designed to help students learn and practice skills in math and science.
http://www.peepandthebigwideworld.com/

Puppet Plays Plus: Using Stock Characters to Entertain and Teach Early Literacy by Laurel L. lakovakis

Young Investigators: The Project Approach in the Early Years, Second Edition by Judy Harris Helm



