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South Dakota Teachers As Advisors

	I’m college-bound! Now where do I want to go?!

	               11-12th Grades Academic Development-Session 1
Essential Questions:
 	How do I know which college I want to attend?
	What makes a college reputable?
	What are my post-secondary educational choices? 

Stage 1—Desired Results





STANDARD(S): 									Revised Bloom’s Level:
11.LVS.1.2 Students can evaluate logical and critical thinking			Evaluate
used in communication.
11.R.5.1 Students can analyze factors that influence the				Analysis
credibility of informational sources.
12.R.5.1 Students can synthesize information from multiple    			Synthesis
sources to analyze issues and to make decisions for research.    	
Stage 2—Assessment Evidence & Learning Plan



    Summative Evidence: Students will complete a college research worksheet and be able to form a list of potential reputable colleges to apply for that match their career goals.Materials needed:
Computers with internet access
SDMyLife.com
SDMyLife.com College Search Worksheet


Introduction: 
Begin by the lesson by having a list of key vocabulary terms on the board such as: accreditation, career programs, costs, non-traditional educational options, private college, university, on the job training, apprenticeship. Emphasize the term accreditation and how it’s important in determining a reputable college as relating this term will be an extra credit option on their worksheet. Then share with the class some of the options you looked for when you began your college search and list two of the options on the board. Add students’ input after yours.  
Instruction
1. Explain the different criteria used in selecting a college such as accreditation, location, program of interest, length of programs, etc.
2. Guide students logging on to SDMyLife.com in navigating the site by using a smartboard or on computer.
3. Hand out worksheet.
4. [image: ]Discuss each directive on the worksheet and allow for time to complete search before moving on to the next one.
5. Have students update their Personal Learning Plan and Portfolios to reflect current college choices.       
Closure/Wrap Up
[image: ]Have students share their answers for the extra credit question and then discuss what makes a college reputable-explain the different accreditation agencies and how that determines the transferability of their credits from one college to another. 
Accommodations/Modification to Lesson Plans for Special Needs
The activity may be modified for students with disabilities in a variety of ways:  using a scribe to record the question and answers, allowing peers or adults (teachers, aides, volunteers) to offer ideas and assistance, increasing line spaces  on the paper for the student to write in, answer questions in a video format using American Sign Language.
Time: one class period, two if accommodating special needs. 
Adapted from:
http://www.venturacountyselpa.com/Portals/45/Users/Transition/IEP%20Trans%20Goals%20Bank.pdf
http://www.texasprojectfirst.org/TransitionIEP.html
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[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Making the Connection                 Checking Understanding                 Higher Order Thinking                   Handout
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