B 800 Governors Drive

\ south dakota Pierre, SD 57501-2294
— DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION T 605.773.3134
——"  Learning. Leadership. Service. F 605.773.6139

S ——————
www.doe.sd.gov

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Monday, Sept. 15, 2014
CONTACT: Mary Stadick Smith, South Dakota Department of Education, (605) 773-7228,
mary.stadicksmith@state.sd.us

South Dakota high school students on track to earn more than 4,000
reduced-cost dual credits

The South Dakota Board of Education heard a report today regarding enrollment
in the state’s new, reduced-cost dual credit program. To date, almost 780 high
school juniors and seniors have enrolled in the reduced-cost courses and are on
track to earn more than 4,000 dual credits at South Dakota public universities
and technical institutes.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard proposed and the 2014 Legislature approved funding to
make select dual credit courses available at the reduced cost of $40 per credit
hour. South Dakota high school juniors and seniors qualify for the cost savings.

Dual credit is an opportunity for high school students who meet admissions
standards to enroll in public postsecondary institutions in South Dakota and
simultaneously earn credits towards both their high school diploma and
postsecondary degree or certificate.

“These enrollment numbers are very exciting,” said Secretary of Education Dr.
Melody Schopp. “Reduced-cost dual credit courses are a great way for students
to get a jJump start on their postsecondary education, and connecting young
people to our in-state institutions may help in the long run to keep them in the
state. I'm grateful to schools for their hard work spreading the word to their
students about this opportunity.”

The board also heard an update on efforts related to college readiness
coursework. Free or low-cost online college readiness coursework is available to
students whose ACT scores in math and English do not meet certain
benchmarks set for students entering the state’s public universities. Students
who successfully complete the college readiness coursework can avoid taking
remedial, non-credit bearing courses at the postsecondary level and enter
directly into credit-bearing courses. Several schools across the state are now
offering students face-to-face support alongside this online option. The face-to-
face setting allows the school to provide students with additional support and
may facilitate successful completion of the coursework.

More information on these resources is available at http://www.sdmylife.com.

-30-



