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Teachers “hit the road” to discover state history,  

bring back to classrooms 
  
PIERRE, S.D. – Approximately 240 elementary and middle school educators began a week-long 
trek today, to explore the people, places, and events that figure prominently in South Dakota 
history. One group of teachers departed Sioux Falls for an East River history tour, while another 
left Rapid City for a West River tour.  
 
“Teachers play a critical role in preparing the next generation of South Dakota citizens and 
leaders,” said Secretary of Education Joseph Graves. “This experience will broaden teachers’ 
knowledge about South Dakota’s rich history. They should come away with practical ideas for 
bringing these stories into classrooms across the state.”  
 
As part of the East River tour, educators will visit locations such as Laura Ingalls Wilder’s home, 
Nicollet Tower, Sisseton Agency Headquarters and Wacipi Grounds, and the Territorial Capital. 
On the West River tour, stops include the Adams Museum, Bear Butte, and Minuteman Missile 
National Historic Site Visitor Center. At each location, educators will hear from experts who will 
share the site’s story and its historical significance.  
 
The history road trips are one piece of support the Department of Education is providing to 
educators as they work towards implementation of new social studies standards by fall 2025.  
 
“Our support kicked off with a Civics & History Summit in June and continues with the road trips. 
We’ll be launching a new website featuring South Dakota-specific resources soon, and we’ll be 
working with educators to identify possible state supports over the next two years,” Graves said.   
 

–30– 

 

 
 

mailto:mary.stadicksmith@state.sd.us



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		0717-RoadTrip.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 4


		Passed: 24


		Failed: 2





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Failed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Failed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
