South Dakota DOE Parent Advisory Meeting
April 7, 2016

Meeting Summary

Advisory Board Members Attending

Deb Gengerke — Groton, Brenda Schmit — Sanborn Central, Senator Alan Salano — Rapid City, Shelly Shaw
—Todd County, Anthony Nelson — Pierre, Sarah Carda — Yankton, Nicole Osmundson — Sioux Falls, Lynn
Dubray — Oglala Lakota County, Anne Werpy — Brookings -, Lori Laughlin — SD PIRC, Andrea Kost — SD
PTA - Aberdeen.

Others in Attendance

Melody Schopp, Mary Stadick-Smith, and Dawn Smith from the DOE. John Swanson from TIE facilitated
the meeting.

Career and Technical Education

Andrea Diehm from DOE provided an overview of Career and Technical Education (CTE) in South Dakota.
The concept of career clusters was explained and a list of CTE coordinators across the state was shared.
The Build Dakota Scholarship was discussed and a handout was provided listing all CTE programs which
are eligible for the scholarship.

Legislative Update

Melody Schopp and Mary Stadick-Smith summarized the results of the 2016 legislative session. A
handout was provided which listed brief descriptions of all bills which were passed that impact
education in South Dakota.

2016 K-12 Education Package

Tami Darnall from DOE provided a presentation explaining the new funding formula for K-12 education.
The new formula is based on a target average salary for teachers ($48,500) and related student-teacher
ratios in each district. DOE has been traveling the state explaining the new formula to educators and
will continue to do so throughout the spring and summer. Discussion was held about the need for
parents to have a list of prepared questions to ask about funding in their home districts because of the
complexity of the funding package.

Term Discussion

A discussion about terms of the Advisory Council members was held during the September 2015
meeting. The resulting list of members and their terms was shared with the group. There were no
objections to the way the terms were distributed among the current members. The group did suggest
that an application process should be added to the way Advisory Council members are identified.




Currently, they are suggested by the superintendent of their district. The application process would
supplement the current process, not replace it. The group also suggested that the towns of members
should be listed, not just their school district or organization. This will help track the geographic
distribution of members. A handout was provided detailing the terms of service for the council.

Every Student Succeeds Act

Mary Stadick-Smith provided a summary of this new federal law. It replaces the No Child Left Behind
Act. The law (ESSA) does allow for more state control of standards, assessment, and overall
accountability. A handout was provided describing the key changes the new law will require.

Family and Community Engagement Activity

Dawn Smith from DOE and Lori Laughlin from SD PIRC led an activity to engage the group with ways to
define Family and Community Engagement as well its challenges and benefits. Small group responses
on chart paper will be summarized and used in subsequent meetings as a framework for the work of the
council.

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the council will be held on Thursday, September 15, 2016 at the McKay building in
Pierre.



