


Why	  Do	  We	  
Need	  to	  Change?	  
•  1880’s	  Agriculture	  	  &	  

Manufacturing	  Criteria	  for	  
School	  Model	  no	  longer	  
relevant	  

•  Urban	  Model	  of	  1	  teacher	  per	  
subject	  area	  not	  possible	  in	  
rural	  areas.	  

•  Technology	  driving	  many	  21st	  
Century	  careers	  

•  The	  Industry	  of	  Education	  
needs	  to	  respond	  to	  21st	  
Century	  	  market	  pressures	  

•  Too	  many	  students	  not	  
prepared	  for	  college	  and/or	  
careers	  

Less	  
of	  
this	  

More	  of	  this	  



South	  Dakota’s	  
Rural	  School	  

Model	  Solution	  
•  Examine	  the	  	  strengths	  of	  historical	  

examples	  of	  getting	  knowledge	  out	  to	  
students	  in	  rural	  areas	  –	  
•  	  The	  One	  Room	  School	  House	  
•  Problem-‐based	  Learning	  
•  Team	  teaching	  
•  Whole	  Community	  effort	  

•  Modernize	  strategies	  
•  Distance	  Learning	  brings	  courses	  to	  

students	  from	  outside	  region	  creating	  
the	  virtual	  one	  room	  schoolhouse	  

•  Problem-‐based	  learning	  pivots	  on	  real	  
issues	  and	  aligns	  with	  educational	  
standards	  	  

•  Team	  teaching	  that	  draws	  on	  the	  
combined	  teaching	  strengths	  of	  a	  
regional	  network	  

•  Community	  and	  Industry	  Partners	  
with	  expertise	  in	  content	  areas	  

	  



Distance	  
Learning	  
Strategies	  

•  Connects	  robust	  education	  to	  
remote	  locations	  

•  Brings	  the	  world	  to	  the	  
schools’	  doorsteps	  

•  Provides	  students	  with	  a	  
wider	  array	  of	  courses	  

•  Keeps	  small	  community	  
education	  rigorous	  and	  
relevant	  



Problem-‐based	  
Learning	  
Strategies	  

•  Enables	  teachers	  to	  introduce	  
standards	  across	  all	  content	  
areas	  within	  projects	  that	  
address	  real	  issues.	  

•  Engages	  students	  and	  
provides	  a	  delivery	  system	  
that	  accelerates	  synthesis	  of	  
content	  standards	  

•  Enhances	  students’	  abilities	  to	  
apply	  knowledge	  and	  critically	  
think.	  



Team	  Teaching	  
across	  Regional	  

Networks	  
•  Enables	  teachers	  to	  maintain	  

class	  size	  

•  Engages	  teachers	  in	  subjects	  
they	  are	  passionate	  about	  

•  Institutes	  cohorts	  of	  teachers	  

•  Provides	  students	  with	  a	  
wider	  array	  of	  courses	  

•  Employs	  efficient	  and	  cost	  
effective	  strategies	  for	  
delivering	  rigorous	  education	  



Community	  &	  
Industry	  
Partners	  

•  Education	  is	  about	  life	  and	  it	  
takes	  everyone	  to	  make	  it	  
successful	  

•  Engaging	  community	  partners	  
and	  regional	  industry	  in	  
programs	  and	  projects	  
enriches	  the	  student	  
experience	  

We	  are	  ready	  for	  the	  challenge—especially	  since	  we	  
have	  such	  cool	  project	  based	  learning	  outfits	  from	  
Home	  Depot.	  	  



Higher	  Ed	  

Community	  	  Business	  &	  
Industry	  

PreK-‐12	  
Aligns education

 

Aligns education
 

to care
er needs 

Addresses needs of the community 

Engages student interest 

Creates authentic learning 



Who	  is	  Involved	  

A


