
South Dakota Mathematic Standards Summary of 
Changes 

The 2025 South Dakota Mathematics Standards introduces several important updates aimed at 
improving clarity, coherence, and instructional alignment across grade levels. Several significant 
updates were made to improve clarity and readability, ensure alignment across grade levels, and 
incorporate the mathematical practices within the standards. The key changes are as follows: 

1. Structural and Organizational Enhancements 
• Domain-Based Organization: The new standards are organized by clear domains (e.g., Numbers, 

Arithmetic, Geometry), each with subcategories (clusters) that reflect conceptual groupings. This 
structure improves readability and instructional planning. 

• Standard Coding System: Each standard is now labeled with a consistent code (e.g., 3.A.1 for 3rd 
Grade Arithmetic), making it easier to reference and track across documents and assessments. 

• Grade-Level Clarity: Each grade’s standards are presented in a self-contained section, reducing 
the need for cross-referencing and supporting vertical alignment. 

2. Content Refinements and Emphases 
• Expanded Fluency Expectations: Fluency standards are clearly labeled and include expectations 

for mental math, fact recall, and efficient computation strategies. 
• Conceptual Understanding and Procedural Fluency: the standards are intentionally designed to 

balance conceptual understanding-the “why” behind the math-with procedural fluency-the 
ability to apply skills efficiently and accurately.  This blend ensures students develop both deep 
comprehension and practical competence across all grade levels.  

• Real-world Contexts: many standards now explicitly call for application in real-world scenarios, 
especially in measurement, data, and functions.  

3. Instructional Shifts 
• Mathematical Practices Embedded: While not listed separately, the Standards for 

Mathematical Practice are embedded throughout, with a focus on reasoning, modeling, and 
problem-solving. 

• Visual and Concrete Representations: There is increased emphasis on using drawings, 
manipulatives and visual models to support understanding, particularly in early grades.   

4. Improving Clarity of Standards: 
• Language and terminology were simplified to ensure that the standards are easily understood 

by educators, students, and parents. 
• Ambiguous or overly complex phrasing was revised to provide clear expectations and goals. 
• Redundant standards were consolidated to streamline the framework and eliminate confusion. 
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