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Originally developed in the 1940s, the
GED® test was created to help veterans
who joined the military without finishing
high school earn a credential that would
allow them access to careers and
postsecondary programs requiring a high
school diploma.

Over 72,500 South Dakota
GED® grads since 1940s

Over 22,000 South Dakota
GED® grads since 2000


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Data Source: GED Testing Services™
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High school equivalency (HSE)
credential earners and HS
grads with some post-
secondary training avg. annual
income over non grads.

3X

Higher rates of unemployment for
individuals who haven’t earned
their high school equivalency
credential (HSE) or a HS
diploma

67%

Projected jobs only available
to individuals who have
earned their high school

equivalency credential (HSE)

or HS diploma



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Data source: South Dakota Department of Labor, 2024 WorkforceReport https://dlr.sd.gov/lmic/publications/labor_market_reports/workforce_report_2024.pdf
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SOUTH DAKOTA GED® TEST TAKERS

Fear of
Failing

Motivation

Work-Life Balance

Time

. Lack of Resources
Commitment

MOST COMMON BARRIERS FOR
SOUTH DAKOTA GED® PROGRAM PROVIDERS

Low Literac

and Program
Numeracy Funding
Skills

Student Retention

Lack of Time and Turnover

and/or
Resources

Keeping Students
Motivated



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Data Source: Department of Education annual program survey. All data is self-reported by high school equivalency test preparation and testing centers. 


South Dakota

Test Preparation Centers
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Eastern SD Programs

Central SD Programs
Aberdeen Mobridge

Gregory Pierre ng vil )
Huron White River ency i dge Sioux Falls
Western SD Programs Lower Brule Wagner Brandon Sisseton *
Belle Fourche Rapid City Mission Winner Brookings Tea
Box Elder Spearfish Harrisburg Vermillion
* Custer Sturgis Hartford Watertown
* Kyle Wanblee Mitchell Yankton

* Nemo * * *
* w

*Official public testing is not available at all test preparation programs. Some locations are only open to enrolled
students. To view details about test preparation and testing availability at each program click HERE.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Official public testing is not available at all test preparation programs. Some locations are only open to enrolled students. To view details about test preparation and testing availability visit https://doe.sd.gov/GED/ 

https://doe.sd.gov/GED/
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Individuals seeking the GED credential in South Dakota typically fit into one of the following categories:�
Adult Education and Literacy or Adult Basic Education Programs. Several of these programs receive funds through the Department of Labor and Regulation WIOA Title program funds, while others are funded through private or other grants funds. The programs include:
Career Learning Center of the Black Hills
Cornerstones Learning Center
Lutheran Social Services Center for New Americans
VOA, Dakotas
Southeast Technical College Adult Education and Literacy Programs
Lake Area Technical College Adult Education and Literacy Programs
The Right Turn, that does not receive any funding from DLR.
Boxelder Job Corps�
Several South Dakota Tribes offer high school equivalency test preparation and testing services.
Sisseton Wahpeton Tribe
Sinte Gleska University
Oglala Lakota College
Lower Brule Community College
Yankton Sioux Tribe
Sitting Bull College

Individuals under the age of 18 may qualify to participate in a school-sponsored high school equivalency test preparation program per codified law 13-27-1, or they may qualify through alternative instruction pursuant to SDCL 13-27-3. �
Individuals who are currently incarcerated through the South Dakota Department of Corrections or the Pennington County IGNITE program may be eligible to participate in a GED test preparation program. Additionally, several juvenile correctional programs across the state provided GED test preparation and testing to students in their care.�
Anyone over the age of 18 who did not complete a traditional high school diploma is eligible to prepare for and complete their GED credential in South Dakota. These individuals can choose to complete their credential independently without the support of an adult education or tribal affiliated program. 
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PROGRAM AFFILIATION


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Program affiliation is determined by a participant’s program selection made through their GED.com account. Program affiliation data is self-reported.


Ages 30-39

17% Ages 16-19

34%

Ages 25-29
15%

Ages 20-24
24%

2025

TEST TAKERS BY AGE



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Almost 60% of test takers in South Dakota in 2025 were under the age of 25 years old with the highest percentage of test takers between the ages of 16-19 (34%) and the lowest percentage of test takers over the age of 50 (2%).  The highest percentage of test takers by individual age in South Dakota in 2025 was 17-year-olds, which accounted for 14% of the total test taker population.

Data Source: GED Testing Services™
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
590 individuals earned their GED credential in South Dakota in 2025, with 850 first time test takers and 1, 313 unique test takers. South Dakota’s pass rate was 79 percent, higher than the national pass rate of 74 percent. The average score for all exams subjects for South Dakota test takers was 154 with a minimum passing score of 145. The average age of a test taker in South Dakota was 25-years-old, and it took more than half (53 percent) of credential earners less than three months to successfully complete all four exams.


REASONING THROUGH SOCIAL STUDIES
LANGUAGE ARTS

.j » Reading for Meaning in Social Studies
Reading for Meaning @ @ » Analyzing Historical Events & Arguments
Grammar & Language in Social Studies

Identifying and Creating Arguments .

Using Numbers & Graphs in Social Studies
GED.

SCIENCE SUBJECT AREAS

c Time to Test: $ Cost: $50

150 minutes

G Time to Test: $ Cost: $50

70 minutes

* Reading for Meaning in Science
* Designing & Interpreting Science Experiments

» Using Numbers and Graphics in Science

a Time to Test: $ Cost: $50

90 minutes


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are four main content areas that make up the full GED exam. Each of content areas are administered as separate tests with their own cost, time limits, and requirements.

The RLA or Reasoning through Language Arts exam consists of two separate sections, including a writing portion. Because this exam includes two sections, the time allowed is 150 minutes, or 2 ½ hours. The Science exam is a 90-minute timed test, the Mathematical Reasoning test is 115 minutes, and the Social Studies exam is 70 minutes.

The content for each of these exams is aligned to national standards and continually updated.


Understanding GED® Scores

A score in this range indicates the student has not yet
demonstrated the skills necessary to earn their credential.

High School Equivalency (145-164)

A score in this range means a student has the skills and knowledge equivalent to that
of a high school graduate. These scores are set by the American Council®on Education.

GED’ College Ready (165-174)

A score in this range indicates a student is both college and career ready. Some
colleges require a score in this range to being taking their credit-bearing courses.

GED’ College Ready + Credit (175 1)

A score in this range indicates that the student is demonstrating some knowledge and skills taught
at the postsecondary level. Students may be eligible to earn college credit for scores in this range.




1050 Total
Math Tests Attempted

Average Passing Math Score: 153

B Non-passing Attempts
I High School Equivalency (145-164)

B College Ready (165-174)

B College + Credit (175+)


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

2025 data showed a slight increase (2 percent) in test taker pass rates on the GED Mathematical Reasoning test over 2024. 
Data Source: GED Testing Services™



. Non-passing Attempts
. High School Equivalency (145-164)
. College Ready (165-174)

B College + Credit (175+)

1,054 Total
RLA Tests Attempted

Average Passing RLA Score: 154

REASONING THROUGH
LANGUAGE ARTS (RLA)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2025 data showed a slight decrease (1 percent) in test taker pass rates on the GED Reasoning Through Language Arts test over 2024. 
Data Source: GED Testing Services™



863 Total
Science Tests Attempted

Average Passing Science Score: 155

B Non-passing Attempts
Il High School Equivalency (145-164)
I College Ready (165-174)

B College + Credit (175+)

SCIENCE


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2025 data showed a slight increase (2 percent) in test taker pass rates on the GED Science test over 2024. 
Data Source: GED Testing Services™




1,002 Total
Social Studies Tests Attempted

Average Passing Social Studies Score: 155

I Non-passing Attempts

Il High School Equivalency (145-164)
I College Ready (165-174)

B College + Credit (175+)

SOCIAL STUDIES


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2025 data showed a slight increase (2 percent) in test taker pass rates on the GED Social Studies test over 2024. 
Data Source: GED Testing Services™
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GED.com Official Website g

() south dakota SD DOE High School Equival
Y BEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SE SSEE SEEEEE
SD DLR Adult Education and Literacy Programs

Learning. Leadership. Service.
South Dakota State Library — HSE Resources

CONTACTS 2

HELP ‘n

How to Create a GED® Account .‘ Kristin Larson
® S
GED® Frequently Asked Questions GED" State Administrator

Official Student “BlogGED” from GEDTS GED@state.sd.us
South Dakota Specific GED Requirements 605-773-4726



https://www.ged.com/
https://doe.sd.gov/GED/
https://doe.sd.gov/GED/
https://doe.sd.gov/GED/
https://dlr.sd.gov/workforce_services/individuals/adult_education.aspx
https://dlr.sd.gov/workforce_services/individuals/adult_education.aspx
https://dlr.sd.gov/workforce_services/individuals/adult_education.aspx
https://tcpr.petersons.com/
https://tcpr.petersons.com/
https://tcpr.petersons.com/
mailto:GED@state.sd.us
mailto:GED@state.sd.us
https://www.ged.com/blog/how-to-and-why-you-should-create-a-ged-account/
https://www.ged.com/faqs/top-faqs/
https://www.ged.com/blog/
https://www.ged.com/blog/
https://www.ged.com/blog/
https://www.ged.com/policies/south_dakota/
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