
Investing in Teachers Training 
&  

Common Core Update 
BOE Update: July 2013 



Common Core Training 

PD 

• 146 District participating 
• Over 5,000 teachers (nonduplicate) 

participating in state and/or district face to 
face trainings 

• Average of 4 days 
 

Online 

• 202 teachers completed online training in Jan. 
2013- May 2013 



Teachers 
Interpretation 
of HOT Skills 



Module 5 and 6 

• Higher Order Instruction and Assessment 
 
 
• Evaluation Results 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yMXgNvA3hsrwIKB_UX99OZ3G7cHixo9y01XL9Q5SqOY/viewanalytics


Comments from Trainings 
• More confident 
• Assist me asking more in depth questions for higher critical 

thinking responses from the students 
• Use a wider variety of higher order thinking assessments and 

rubrics 
• Release more control to the students.  I will use Socratic Circles 
• Focus more on the "how" and "why" rather than the just the "what" 

of the math standards 
• Instruction will improve as current curriculum is tweaked to take 

student learning to deeper levels of understanding--lessons at level 
3 and 4 of Webb 

• Think more about how I put my lessons together to match with the 
CC standards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shifts in the classroom, comments about confidence. 



Future 

Continued 
Training 

• Almost 700 teachers registered for July/Aug. 
trainings 

Feedback 

• Focus Groups 
• Classroom Visits 

Future PD 

• Repeat trainings during school year  
• MS CGI training Fall 2013 
• Focused CC content training summer 2014 



Transitioning to CCSS 
Assessment 



Plan: Apply for US DOE flexibility 
– Complete the Smarter Balanced Field Test in Spring 

2014 for 100% of  tested students (ELA and Math) 
– Online 
– Not used for accountability 
– No ELA/Math DSTEP 
– Accountability designations hold steady for 2 years 
– Core set of items used to generate student reports 
– Use current Science and Alternate Assessments 

• Spring 2015 – operational test 
 

Transition to CCSS and online testing 



What will new assessments be like? 

• More open ended and constructed response 
type items 

• All online 
• Technology enhanced items 
• All students will have some writing to do 
• Accommodations are built into the test 
• Starting in 2014-2015 the test will be adaptive 
• Performance levels designed to measure if 

students are on track to be college ready 
 



Smarter Balanced Resources 
• Sample tests including items from 2013 pilots 

available now at:  
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Practice_Test/default.
html 

• Accommodations to be rolled out over the 
summer 

• Will have a digital library of formative items (SD 
educators key members in development), CCSS 
resources for teachers 

• Technology specifications:  
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-
balanced-assessments/technology/ 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Practice_Test/default.html
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/Practice_Test/default.html
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/


The Practice Test 

• Available online now 
• Scoring guides just released 
• Fixed Form 
• Can see some accommodations now 
• Language accommodations out soon 



Example from a 5th grade ELA performance task 

• Student Presented with multiple sources 
(video, article, picture) 

• Asked to analyze sources and come up with 
conclusions to open ended questions. 

• Expected to cite evidence from sources. 
• Expected to decide which sources are best to 

use in specific situations. 
 



 



 



Example from a 3rd  grade ELA test 

• Student Presented with reading passage 
• Asked multiple questions about the passage 

– Multiple choice similar to current assessments 
– Multiple choice with more than one answer 
– Technology enhanced (drag and drop, ordering) 
– Short answer 

• Short reading passages similar to student 
assignments 
– Analyze strength of student writing, understand writing 

concepts (topic, supporting information, etc.) 
• Listen to Presentations and write about them 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 



Example from a 11th grade Math test 

– Technology enhanced 
• Graphing 
• Drag and Drop 
• Check boxes 

– Creating equations 
– Multi part 
– Multiple choice 
– Data interpretation 
– Drawing tools (triangles, polynomials, area, 

perimeter etc.) 



 



 



 



 



 



 



What has DOE been doing to get ready? 

• Assessing students’ mastery of the CCSS 
– Delivering Assessments Online  

(Formative and EOC) 
– Delivering Benchmark Assessments 
– Embedding some CCSS items into the 

DSTEP 
• Optional Common Core Training the past 

couple of years for teachers (Modules 1-6) 



South Dakota Assessment Portal (SDAP) 

• Formative, Benchmark, and End Of Course 
 

• Used to prepare for online testing 
 

• Secure window 
 

• Already housed state assessment data 
 

 
 



SDAP: Ease of monitoring student progress 

• Instant feedback 
• Instant data 
• Not Started/In Progress/Finished 
• Start and End Time and Date 
• Same setup as Formative program 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Instant Feedback – The student’s score shows up on the screen after he or she submits the test
	- Teachers/districts can view the data after about 5 to 10 minutes after the student submitted the test
Not Started/In Progress/Finished – Teachers/administrators can log in and see what time students logged in to take the test and how long it took them. This helps them estimate how long the tests should take in the future and they can monitor the testing process (ex: see if students are just selecting answers and turning in their tests)
Start and End Time and Date – The DOE sets the four windows for the Benchmark. Districts can schedule their tests for the entire window, which allows students to take the test any time during the window. This is beneficial for flexible schedules and if students miss school.

Same Setup as Formative Program – eMetric strives to make sure that the core functionality of the different programs is the same.This way, teachers do not need to be trained on multiple systems to administer tests for different assessment programs.



SDAP: The Formative Side 

• Students already uploaded in SDAP for 
districts 

• Item Banks (Math, ELA, Science, Social 
Studies) 

• Items aligned to CCSS (Math and ELA) 
• Pre-made Forms (Math and ELA) 
• User Groups (school, district, state levels) 
• Adding constructed response and NAEP items 

 



Formative Changes 

• Hired teachers realigned items to CCSS 
– Fixed item mistakes 
– Created pre-made forms aligned to CCSS 

• Hired teachers to find higher-order thinking skill 
items for SDAP 

• Constructed Response Items 
• Ability to save tests as PDFs 
• 25 Technology Enhanced and Constructed 

Response High School Math Items (New!) 
• NAEP released items (Available this fall) 

 



SDAP: The Benchmark Assessment 

• Four tests 
• Aligned to the CCSS 
• 2012-13 –Pilot year 
• 2013-14 – Optional to all SD districts  

 
 



How Benchmark tests came about 

• One piece of assessment we were missing 
• As part of the state’s waiver with US DOE, a 

growth model will be implemented  for 
accountability starting in 2014-15 

• Benchmark assessments can be used as part of 
the teacher and administrator evaluation 
process for student learning target measures. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are not sure about our growth model yet. We are deciding between two different models. Benchmark data will NOT be included on the growth model. Districts that participate in the Benchmark can use the data to see their growth and guide instruction. Some will be using the Benchmark assessment for their Teacher Evaluation process.



Perks of Benchmark 

• Free to districts 
• Optional, so participating districts want to partake  
• Great way to show student growth  
• Practice online testing 
• Helps transition to Common Core Standards 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Benchmark data is not included on our coming growth model. However, since the Benchmark consists of four vertically aligned tests, districts/teachers will be able to see growth of students from one test to the next. This can help guide instruction and help with the transition to the Common Core Standards, since the Benchmark tests are aligned to the Common Core Standards



Plans moving forward… 

• Optional for districts in 2013-14 
• Benchmark data will be used at local level 

–Some districts considering to use as part of the 
student learning targets for teacher and 
principal evaluations 

• Data is available to the districts to use 
however they want 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data is available to the districts to use however they want
•	Data from the benchmark assessments can provide feedback on the Common Core State Standards for students. 
•	It can be used to monitor student progress within a school year for students. 




Training our Teachers 

• Webinars 
• Onsite Trainings 
• eMetric Help Guides and Videos 
• DOE Help Guides 
• Continuous Customer Service 



Feedback 

• Surveys 
• Various issues during first Benchmark Testing Window 
• No issues reported during the last window 
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