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800 Governors Drive
Pierre, SD 57501-2235
T 605.773.3413
F 605.773.6846
www.doe.sd.gov
Email: DOE.SchoolLunch@state.sd.us 


SSO/SFSP Waiver Flexibilities #59-63
Waiver Form for Seamless Summer Option/Summer Food Service Program Usage

Email the completed form to:  DOE.SchoolLunch@state.sd.us 
Subject Line: SSO/SFSP WAIVERS





To streamline the waiver approval process for Seamless Summer Option (SSO) and Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) thru June 30, 2021, Child & Adult Nutrition Services (CANS) has developed this waiver form. This waiver form is applicable for sponsors, agencies, and SFAs opting to use SSO or SFSP thru June 30, 2021, or for as long as federal funding is available.

The USDA Nationwide waivers allow the State Agency authority to approve waiver requests that are targeted and justified based on plans to support access to nutritious meals while minimizing potential exposure to COVID-19. The State Agency can approve certain waiver requests on a case-by-case basis and must report use to the USDA FNS. Program operators are strongly encouraged to meet waived program requirements when possible. All other normal program requirements remain in effect, except for those specifically approved in this waiver request form. Final approval of waivers will be attached in the iCAN application, with a copy sent to the Authorized Representative. Guidance from USDA is subject to change. 

This form provides CANS with the information needed to make updates to your iCAN SSO or iCAN SFSP application. No changes to normal program operation should occur until your iCAN application is updated to reflect these flexibilities and is approved. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk50018350]SPONSOR AGENCY/SCHOOL FOOD AUTHORITY NAME AND NUMBER: 
     



1. SSO/SFSP Operation – Nationwide Waiver #59  
· This waiver allows area-eligible sites to OPT IN to using SSO or SFSP to provide meals until June 30, 2021, or as long as federal funding is available.
· Opting in would allow the program operator to provide meals to children 18 years and younger at no charge and claim at the free rate of reimbursement, upon approval of an SSO or SFSP application in iCAN.

a. Check one: 
|_| OPT IN for SSO operation. Complete SSO/SFSP Attachment A. iCAN SSO applications for SY20-21 must be completed and approved before using these flexibilities. 

|_| OPT IN for SFSP operation. Complete SSO/SFSP Attachment A. iCAN SFSP applications for summer 2021 must be completed and approved before using these flexibilities.

|_| I do not opt into waiver #56 flexibilities. Stop completing this form and contact the CANS office (605) 773-3413 or DOE.SchoolLunch@state.sd.us to explore SY20-21 SNP and CACFP flexibilities.



2. Non-Area Eligible Site Participation – Nationwide Waiver #60
· This waiver allows non-area eligible sites to participate in SSO/SFSP waiver flexibilities.
· Area eligibility means: the site or the attendance area or the census data indicates eligibility. 

a. Check one: 
|_| All of my feeding sites are Area Eligible (50% or more free and reduced students). Skip to question 3.

|_| One or more of my feeding sites are not Area Eligible (less than 50% free or reduced students). Please work directly with your CANS Program Specialist to determine next steps. 

b. My feeding and outreach plan will target children in need in the following ways. Please explain specific economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and how meals served under this waiver will be targeted to children in need.      

3. Non-Congregate Feeding – Nationwide Waiver #61
· This waiver allows SSO/SFSP program operators to utilize non-congregate meal service.
· Opting in would allow the program operator to provide non-congregate meals (grab ‘n go for virtual students; delivery, etc.) 

a. Check one: 
|_| OPT IN to Non-Congregate Feeding. Site information is collected in Attachment A.
|_| I do not opt into waiver #54 flexibilities. Stop completing this form and contact the CANS office (605) 773-3413 or DOE.SchoolLunch@state.sd.us to explore SY20-21 SNP and CACFP flexibilities.

4. Meal Service Times – Nationwide Waiver #66
· This waiver allows SSO/SFSP program operators to provide meals outside of the required timeframes (breakfast at beginning of day; lunch between 10AM and 2PM; multiple days of meals distributed at once). 
· This waiver also allows multiple meals to be served at one time, using the Non-Congregate waiver #54.

a. Check one: 
|_| OPT IN to Meal Service Times waiver. Meal time information is collected in Attachment A.
|_| I do not opt into the Meal Service Times waiver. Stop completing this form and contact the CANS office (605) 773-3413 or DOE.SchoolLunch@state.sd.us to explore SY20-21 SNP and CACFP flexibilities.

5. Parent/Guardian Pick-up – Nationwide Waiver #62
· This waiver allows the parent/guardian to pick up SSO/SFSP meals. 

a. Check one: 
|_| OPT IN to the Parents or Guardians waiver. 
|_| I do not opt into the Parents or Guardians waiver. Children must be present to pick up meals. Skip to question 6.

b. Check One: 
|_| I have a completed and approved Parent or Guardian Pick-up Waiver on file with my approved SY20-21 iCAN application. Skip SSO/SFSP Attachment B.
|_| I do not have a completed and approved Parent or Guardian Pick up Waiver on file with my approved SY20-21 iCAN application. Complete SSO/SFSP Attachment B.




6. Meal Pattern Flexibility – Nationwide Waiver #63
· This waiver allows the Sponsor Agency/SFA to request approval to serve meals and claim reimbursement for meals that do not meet program meal pattern requirements. Preapproval is required.   

a. Check One: 
|_| I do not opt into the Meal Pattern Flexibility waiver. 
|_| I have a completed and approved Meal Pattern Flexibility Waiver on file with my approved SY20-21 iCAN application. Skip SSO/SFSP Attachment C.
|_| I do not have a completed and approved Meal Pattern Flexibility Waiver on file with my approved SY20-21 iCAN application. Complete SSO/SFSP Attachment C.

	Approvals are effective until the SFA/Sponsor Agency SSO or SFSP program operation changes. Any program changes require immediate updates to this approval.

[bookmark: _Hlk50028176]Specific details of approved waivers must be reflected in the approved iCAN application. 

I certify under penalty of perjury that the information on these application forms is true and correct, and that I will immediately report to the State any changes that occur to the information submitted. I understand that this information is being given in connection with receipt of federal funds. The State may verify information; and the deliberate misrepresentation of information will subject me to prosecution under applicable federal and state criminal statutes.

On behalf of the Sponsor, I hereby agree to comply with all state and federal laws and regulations governing the Child Nutrition Programs administered by the State. In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this Sponsor does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability. I will ensure that all monthly claims for reimbursement are true and correct and that records are available to support these claims.

	AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OR FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR SIGNATURE:


	AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OR FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR PRINTED NAME:
     

	TITLE:      
	DATE:      

	

	FOR CANS USE ONLY

	Waiver #59 – SSO/SFSP Program Participation            APPROVED   |_|         DENIED  |_|        N/A  |_|      
Waiver #60 – SSO/SFSP Area Eligibility                          APPROVED   |_|         DENIED  |_|        N/A  |_|     
Waiver #61 – Non-Congregate                                        APPROVED   |_|         DENIED  |_|        N/A  |_|     
Waiver #66 – Meal Service Times                                   APPROVED   |_|         DENIED  |_|        N/A  |_|     
Waiver #62 – Parent/Guardian Pick-up                         APPROVED   |_|         DENIED  |_|        N/A  |_|       On File   |_|     
Waiver #63 – Meal Pattern                                              APPROVED   |_|         DENIED  |_|        N/A  |_|       On File   |_|  
|_|  Waive 2012 final rule requirements for SSO/SFSP until June 30, 2021 (or as long as federal funding is available) and NSLP/SBP until June 30, 2021, as applicable.  
|_|  Age/Grade Group for the time the current educational plan is in place. This approval expires when the education   
        plan is changed. 

REASON REQUIRED FOR EACH DENIAL:      
CANS STAFF SIGNATURE & DATE:      
DATE SENT TO SFA/AGENCY and ATTACHED TO iCAN APPLICATION:      






SSO/SFSP Attachment A: 
Information for Meal Sites and Delivery Routes – Program Year 2020-2021
	SPONSOR AGENCY/SCHOOL FOOD AUTHORITY NAME AND NUMBER: 
     

	AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OR FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR PRINTED NAME:
     

	TITLE:      

	DATE:      



1. List All Meal Distribution Sites: 
· List all sites that will distribute meals. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk49858184]If multiple sites are within one physical building (for example grades K-12 in 1 building), record one site. Please add additional sites and county names if needed.  

a. Meal Distribution Site Name:           			County Name:      

b. Meal Distribution Site Name:       			County Name:      

c. Meal Distribution Site Name:        			County Name:      

d. Meal Distribution Site Name:        			County Name:      

2. Delivery Route Information: 
a. Number of Delivery Routes:      

b. List the Food Preparation Site Name(s) (this name should match your normal iCAN Site names):      


c. Please describe the delivery route, (e.g. bus route 101, eastside community). Add additional if needed. 
1) Description of Route 1 Area:      

2) Description of Route 2 Area:      

3) Description of Route 3 Area:      

4) Description of Route 4 Area:      

5) Description of Route 5 Area:      

6) Description of Route 6 Area:      

7) Description of Route 7 Area:      

3. Non-congregate meals: 
· Record the number of meals served at each meal distribution or delivery site listed in Question 1 – Meal Distribution Sites. Record the number of breakfasts, lunches, and snacks served during one meal delivery time (for example, meals served during one meal delivery are for consumption on Mon, Tues, Wed = record 3). Please add a comment if you are staggering meals served. 
a. Meal Distribution Site Name:           			
	# of Breakfasts 
	# of Lunches
	# of Snacks
	Meal Distribution Time
	Comments

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     



b. Meal Distribution Site Name:       			
	# of Breakfasts
	# of Lunches
	# of Snacks
	Meal Distribution Time
	Comments

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     



c. Meal Distribution Site Name:        
	# of Breakfasts
	# of Lunches
	# of Snacks
	Meal Distribution Time
	Comments

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     



b. Meal Distribution Site Name:        
	# of Breakfasts
	# of Lunches
	# of Snacks
	Meal Distribution Time
	Comments

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     



4. Provide a description of how these flexibilities will result in improved services to program participants:      


5. Additional Information (optional):      


SSO/SFSP Attachment B: 
Parent Guardian Pick Up Waiver Request – Program Year 2020-2021
	SPONSOR AGENCY/SCHOOL FOOD AUTHORITY NAME AND NUMBER: 
     

	AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OR FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR PRINTED NAME:
     

	TITLE:      

	DATE:      


This waiver allows schools and agencies with an approved non-congregate meal distribution waiver to distribute meals to parents or guardians to take home to their children. Meals can only be distributed to parents or guardians of eligible children and no duplicate meals can be distributed to any child.
Per USDA waiver requirements, Program operators must maintain program accountability and integrity. Meal counts using this waiver flexibility must be maintained in a manner that allows for separate reporting from meals served in school (or at the childcare), during the school (or normal childcare) day. By requesting this waiver, you are agreeing to comply with these requirements. 
Parent/Guardian Pick-up Waiver: Please complete if a parent/guardian will be allowed to pick up SSO/SFSP meals and a Parent/Guardian Pick-up Waiver has not yet been completed for Program Year 2020-2021.
1. [bookmark: _Hlk47425698]Check One: 		SSO |_| 		SFSP |_|

2. List all the feeding sites covered by this waiver request.
     


3. Describe your plan for ensuring accountability and program integrity in a. and b. below. Some examples are paper checklists for a point of service at these specific locations, electronic POS at site, taking preorders, etc.  
a. Describe the process your SFA or Sponsor Agency will use to ensure meals are distributed only to parents or guardians of eligible children.  What method(s) will you use to do this? 
     

b. Describe the process your SFA or Sponsor Agency will use to ensure that duplicate meals are not distributed to any child. What method(s) will you use to do this?
     
c. Describe your process to keep track of these meals separately from normal meals served during the school (or childcare) day. 
     

4. Describe how does this waiver improves your services to program participants? 
     



[bookmark: _Hlk49182932]SSO/SFSP Attachment C: 
Meal Pattern Waiver Request – Program Year 2020-2021
**This request form is for program long approval and not for individual meal requests due to other reasons.
	SPONSOR AGENCY/SCHOOL FOOD AUTHORITY NAME AND NUMBER: 
     

	AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OR FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR PRINTED NAME:
     

	TITLE:      

	DATE:      


Flexibilities for Milk, Whole Grains, and Sodium Final Rule: Based on a recent court decision, the USDA did not have the authority to create the flexibilities for milk, whole grains, and sodium in the most recent final rule, and meal patterns must return to the 2012 final rule. The USDA FNS is allowing expanded use of the Nationwide Meal Pattern Flexibilities until June 30, 2021 with an approved Meal Pattern Waiver. These flexibilities are: 
· Flavored Milk: Without an approved Meal Pattern Flexibility Waiver, flavored milk must be non-fat (skim). With an approved waiver, you may also serve low-fat (1%) flavored milk. This applies to SNP and CACFP ages 6 and above. 
· Whole Grains: Without an approved Meal Pattern Flexibility Waiver, all grains served must be whole-grain rich. With an approved waiver, your school/agency may serve 50% Whole Grain Rich and the other grains must be enriched. This applies to SNP. 
· Sodium Requirements: Without an approved Meal Pattern Flexibility Waiver, lunches and breakfasts must meet Target 2 weekly sodium levels. With an approved waiver, you must meet Target 1 weekly sodium levels. This applies to SNP.

This waiver must be completed and preapproved if your school or agency would like to receive reimbursement for any meals that do not meet the current meal pattern requirements for NSLP, SBP, and CACFP. 

Each time meals are served that do not meet meal pattern requirements, preapproval from CANS must be obtained.  Meals that do not meet meal pattern requirements cannot be claimed for reimbursement without an approved waiver request.  

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Check one: 	SSO |_| 		SFSP |_|

2. I wish to waive the meal pattern requirements for:
|_| 	The 2012 Final Rule and continue using the selected flexibilities through SY20-21 (select 1 or more):
|_|	Whole Grain Rich: allow up to half of the grains served to be enriched and not whole grain rich
|_| 	Milk: allow service of low-fat (1%) flavored milk
|_|	Sodium: allows Target 1 weekly sodium levels

|_|	Age/Grade Groups: To allow one age/grade group to be used during non-congregate meal service (for example, serving the K-8 meal pattern for meals served “to go” instead of using the K-8 and 9-12 age/grade groups). 
	
3. Explain why you are requesting this waiver (for example, food safety concerns, delivery truck delayed, product not available from distributor, procurement completed and under a signed contract, etc.).
     

4. List the days or time period you will serve meals that do not meet the meal pattern.
     

5. What steps will you take to ensure future meal pattern compliance? (for example, order more quantity, use additional vendors, etc.) 
     

6. How does this waiver improve your services and access to program participants? 
     

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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