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800 Governors Drive
Pierre, SD 57501-2235
T 605.773.3413
F 605.773.6846
www.doe.sd.gov
Email: DOE.SchoolLunch@state.sd.us 

Meal Pattern Waiver 20-21
Waiver to Allow Meal Pattern Flexibility in the Child Nutrition Programs
For School Year or Program Year 2020-2021
Email the completed form to:  DOE.SchoolLunch@state.sd.us using the Subject Line: MEAL PATTERN FLEXIBILITY



This waiver is available for National School Lunch Program (NSLP), School Breakfast Program (SBP) and Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) operators that have been approved to serve meals until June 30, 2021. 
This waiver allows the State Agency authority to approve meal pattern waiver requests that are targeted and justified based on plans to support access to nutritious meals while minimizing potential exposure to COVID-19 until June 30, 2021. The State Agency can approve certain waiver requests on a case-by-case basis and must report use to the USDA FNS. Program operators are strongly encouraged to meet the nutrition standards and meal pattern requirements for each Program when possible. This nationwide wavier does not grant the State Agency authority to waive the requirement for schools/agencies to offer two milk varieties. 
[bookmark: _Hlk49182932]NEW Guidance: Flexibilities for Milk, Whole Grains, and Sodium Final Rule: Based on a recent court decision, the USDA did not have the authority to create the flexibilities for milk, whole grains, and sodium in the most recent final rule, and meal patterns must return to the 2012 final rule. The USDA/FNS is allowing expanded use of the Nationwide Meal Pattern Flexibilities until June 30, 2021 with an approved Meal Pattern Waiver. These flexibilities are: 
· Flavored Milk: Without an approved Meal Pattern Flexibility waiver, flavored milk must be non-fat (skim). With an approved waiver, you may also serve low-fat (1%) flavored milk. This applies to SNP and CACFP ages 6 and above. 
· Whole Grains: Without an approved Meal Pattern Flexibility waiver, all grains served must be whole-grain rich. With an approved waiver, your school/agency may serve 50% Whole Grain Rich and the other grains must be enriched. This applies to SNP. 
· Sodium Requirements: Without an approved Meal Pattern Flexibility waiver, lunches and breakfasts must meet Target 2 weekly sodium levels. With an approved waiver, you must meet Target 1 weekly sodium levels. This applies to SNP.

This waiver must be completed and preapproved if your school or agency would like to receive reimbursement for any meals that do not meet the current meal pattern requirements for NSLP, SBP, and CACFP. 

Each time meals are served that do not meet meal pattern requirements, preapproval from CANS must be obtained.  Meals that do not meet meal pattern requirements cannot be claimed for reimbursement without an approved waiver request.  




1. [bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: Check6]CACFP |_|	     NSLP/SBP |_|

2. SFA/Agency Name and Number: 
[bookmark: Text4]     

3. I wish to waive the meal pattern requirements for:
|_| 	The 2012 Final Rule and continue using the selected flexibilities through SY20-21 (select 1 or more, then Skip to Question 5):
|_|		Whole Grain Rich: allow up to half of the grains served to be enriched and not whole grain rich
|_|	Milk: allow service of low-fat (1%) flavored milk
|_|	Sodium: allows Target 1 weekly sodium levels

|_|	Age/Grade Groups: To allow one age/grade group to be used during non-congregate meal service (for example, serving the K-8 meal pattern for meals served “to go” instead of using the K-8 and 9-12 age/grade groups). Explain in #5 the meals this flexibility will apply to (all meals or non-congregate meals) and what meal pattern age/grade group you are requesting. Skip to Question 5. 
	
|_|	Another reason. 

4. What food component or nutrition requirement do you wish to waive?
     



5. Explain why you are requesting this waiver (for example, food safety concerns, delivery truck delayed, product not available from distributor, procurement completed and under a signed contract, etc.).
     



6. List the days or time period you will serve meals that do not meet the meal pattern (for example, 8/24 through 8/28/2020 will be short on dark green vegetables). 
     



7. What steps will you take to ensure future meal pattern compliance? (for example, order more quantity, use additional vendors, etc.) 
     



8. How does this waiver improve your services and access to program participants? 
     
	AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OR FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR SIGNATURE:





	AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OR FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR PRINTED NAME:
     


	TITLE:      


	DATE:      



	FOR CANS USE ONLY

	APPROVED   |_|                                       DENIED  |_|


REASON FOR DENIAL:      

CANS STAFF SIGNATURE & DATE:      

LENGTH OF APPROVAL: 
|_|  Waive 2012 final rule requirements until June 30, 2021 
|_|  Age/Grade Group for the time the current educational plan is in place. This approval expires when the education   
        plan is changed
|_|  Other, please describe: 


DATE SENT TO SFA/AGENCY and ATTACHED TO iCAN APPLICATION:      





This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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