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*Not all Test Prep locations also support Official Testing.
Some locations are only open to current students
enrolled in the provider’s program. To view details about

what is available at each center click HERE.
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There are over 20 different locations across South Dakota that offer support to individuals over the age of 18 looking for GED support.  Through these GED prep centers, individuals can receive one-on-one tutoring, take GED classes, and prepare for their exams by taking GED Ready practice tests. While most of these programs currently only support individuals that are over the age of 18 because they are considered “Adult Education and Literacy Programs” some programs do offer GED prep support for 16-17 year olds that qualify or for a fee. 

11 of these locations also support in-person GED testing. In addition to these locations, South Dakotans can also take their GED exams online if they have the available technology.

There are deserts and the current testing centers are often at capacity. There is a need for more testing locations or mobile testing in South Dakota, especially in northwestern, north central, and southeastern parts of the state.

https://doe.sd.gov/GED/documents/GED-Map-2024.pdf
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Individuals seeking the GED credential in South Dakota typically fit into one of the following categories�
They qualify for and receive services through Adult Education and Literacy Programs in South Dakota which are partially funded through Department of Labor funding. These programs include
Career Learning Center of the Black Hills
Cornerstones Learning Center
Lutheran Social Services Center for New Americans
VOA, Dakotas
Southeast Technical College and Lake Area Technical College Adult Education and Literacy Programs
State-level adult corrections�
They are working with an Adult Education Program associated with one of the following tribal programs
Sisseton Wahpeton Tribe
Sinte Gleska University
Oglala Lakota College
Lower Brule Community College
Yankton Sioux Tribe

They are under the age of 18 and participating in a school-sponsored GED/high school equivalency prep program per codified law 13-27-1 OR they are receiving alternative instruction, and their parents have submitted the necessary paperwork for them work toward their GED credential pursuant to SDCL 13-27-3

They are working toward earning their GED Credential mostly online, are over the age of 18, are from out-of-state, and are not affiliated  with corrections, and AEL, or a tribal program.
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According to 2023 program participation data, the following is a breakout down of the GED prep programs that individual testing in South Dakota were a part of.
24% of participants were taking the GED as a part of a corrections program
27% were taking the GED as a part of an Adult Education and Literacy Program
15% were taking the GED as a part of an approved in-school high school equivalency prep program
12% of participants were taking the GED with support from Tribal related adult education and prep programs
And 22% of individuals taking GED tests in 2023 were not associated with any prep program, or were working with an online provide 
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Underage – or GED testing for students ages 16 or 17 – has significantly increased over the last four years, and doesn’t appear to be trending toward a decline.  In 2020, there were a total of 209 underage GED waivers submitted to the state GED Administrator with 44 of those coming from parents providing alternative instruction and 165 of the waivers coming from school districts.

In 2021 that number jumped to 80 underage GED waivers submitted for alternative instruction or homeschool youth, and 271 waivers submitted by school districts.
2022 the number of alternative instruction waivers jumped to 141 with in-school waivers at 289, and in 2023 the total number of waivers submitted to the GED Administrator was 436 with 143 of those alternative instruction and 293 submitted by school districts.

The data is showing that there is an increased need for GED in-school support and potentially for providing additional resources to families wishing to utilize the GED.
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Out of the 1,212 individuals who took tests in 2023, 532 of those individuals earned their GED credential – meaning they passed all for tests with a score of 145 or better. 
This means our state “passer” rate is 82% while the national passer rate is at 75%. 

GED does pull out the duplicate/retake non-passing tests when calculating the passer rate for both state and national level. If we didn’t pull out these “retests”, the passer rate would be 73%.

The average age of test takers in 2023, was 20.5 with over 40% of total test takers being under the age of 20 last year. 

On average, the 1,212 individuals that tested last year took a total of 2.9 or 3 tests per person. Some of those tests may have been retakes, but some where also individuals taking multiple exams as they worked toward completing their credential. 

The average South Dakota score on all subjects in 2023 was 153, with the minimum passing score on all four tests set at 145. This means that South Dakotans are typically scoring at least 8 points higher than the required passing score when they pass their GED subject exams.

On average, the test taker journey – from taking their first test to passing their final exam – is about 5.3 months in South Dakota. This is less than the national average.
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There were 3,511 total tests taken in 2023 by a 1,212 total unique test takers. 1011 tests were students under the age of 18. This is 1/3 (31%) of all tests taken last year. 304 of the 1,212 test takers were under the age of 18, meaning that about 1/4 (25%) of all testers in 2023 were underage test takers ages 16 or 17.
Of all the tests taken, 84% were taken in-person at an approved GED Testing Center and only 16% of tests were taken online.
68% of all 1,212 test takers in 2023 were first time testers, meaning they started their GED journey for the first time last year. 
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Test takers – are those who took at least one test in 2023
Credential earners – are those who completed all four tests and earned their credential in 2023.

Of the 1,212 test takers in 2023:
42.81% were between the ages of 16-19, or what we could consider school-aged youth
33.88% were between the ages of 20-29
21.98% were between the ages of 30-49, and
1.24% of all test takers in 2023 were over the age of 50.

For those that earned their credential in 2023:
47.74% of credential earners were between the ages of 16-19
34.96% of credential earners were between the ages of 20-29
16.54% of credential earners were between the ages of 30-49, and 
1.24% were over the age of 50.
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Today’s GED® test is four separate exams covering four content areas measuring an individual has gained the same or “equivalent” knowledge of a traditional high school graduate. The four subject areas are: Reasoning Through Language Arts (RLA), Social Studies, Science and Mathematical Reasoning.

The RLA test includes content like reading for meaning, grammar and language usage, and identifying and creating arguments. There is also a writing component to this test. Students have 150 minutes to complete both portions of the Reasoning Through Language Arts exam.
The Social Studies exam covers topics like reading for meaning in social studies, analyzing historical events and arguments, and using numbers and graphs in social students. Students have 70 minutes to complete the social studies exam.
The Science exam includes reading for meaning in Science, designing and interpreting science experiments, and using numbers and graphs in Science. Students have 90 minutes to complete the science exam.
The Math exam includes content related to graphs and functions, basic high school math, geometry, and algebra. Students are given 115 minutes to complete the mathematical reasoning exam.  

All exams cost $50, for a total of $200 for the full battery of tests. Individuals who earn their GED® Credential are just as prepared to enter the workforce, launch a career, or enter a postsecondary degree or training program as traditional high school graduates.

 



Understanding

E Em SCO res A score in this range indicates the student has not yet

demonstrated the skills necessary to earn their credential.

High School Equivalency (145-164)

A score in this range means a student has the skills and knowledge equivalent to that
of a high school graduate. These scores are set by the American Council®on Education.

GED’ College Ready (165-174)

A score in this range indicates a student is both college and career ready. Some
colleges require a score in this range to take college credit-bearing courses.

GED’ College Ready + Credit (175 1)

A score in this range indicates that the student is demonstrating some knowledge and skills taught
at the postsecondary level. Students may be eligible to earn college credit for scores in this range.
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The next few slides are going to discuss the breakdown of student passer data in South Dakota for 2023.  To better understand this data, we first need to understand what the different score categories mean.
A student must score at least 145 to earning a passing score on any of the GED subject exams. Any score of 144 or below is considered not passing, and the student will need to retake this exam.

Scores between the ranges of 145-164 are considered passing at a level considered “equivalent” to the knowledge and skills that a typical high school graduate would have. 
A score in the rage of 165-174 is considered a College Ready score. This indicates a student is both college and career ready. Some colleges require a score in this range to take college credit-bearing courses.
Finally, a score in the range of 175 and up (with a maximum score of 200) indicates that the student has not only demonstrated high school equivalency, but they are also demonstrating some knowledge and skills taught at the postsecondary level. Students are eligible to earn college credit for scores in this range at postsecondary institutions across the country that have a GED + College Credit policy in place.
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The data here is showing of the 3,511 tests that were taken in 2023, 882 of them were the GED Math exam.  This data is not pulling out the retake data that GED’s “passer” percentages do. So that’s why I’ve labeled it math “attempts” verses math passer data. 
35% or 305 test attempts scored below 145
59% or 524 test attempts scored at the HSE level
5% or 43 test attempts scored at the college ready level 
1% or 10 test attempts scored at the GED + college credit level of 175 or more


Passer data (removing any failed attempts if the individual retook the exam and passed it) – the pass rate for Math goes up to 81%. The average passing score on the math exam is 154, while the average score of all 882 math tests taken in 2023 is 149.





LANGUAGE ARTS (RLA)

B Non-passing Attempts
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844 Total
RLA Tests Attempted

Average Passing RLA Score: 155
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The data here is showing of the 3,511 tests that were taken in 2023, 844 of them were the GED RLA – or Reasoning through Language Arts exam.  This data is not pulling out the retake data that GED’s “passer” percentages do. So that’s why I’ve labeled it “attempts” verses passer data. 

23% or 194 test attempts scored below 145
66% or 557 test attempts scored at the HSE level
10% or 81 test attempts scored at the college ready level 
1% or 12 test attempts scored at the GED + college credit level of 175 or more

Passer data (removing any failed attempts if the individual retook the exam and passed it) – the pass rate for RLA goes up to 88%. The average passing score on the RLA exam is 155, while the average score of all 844 RLA tests taken in 2023 is 152.
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The data here is showing of the 3,511 tests that were taken in 2023, 853 of them were the GED Science exam.  This data is not pulling out the retake data that GED’s “passer” percentages do. So that’s why I’ve labeled it “attempts” verses passer data. 

19% or 159 test attempts scored below 145
70% or 601 test attempts scored at the HSE level
9% or 73 test attempts scored at the college ready level 
2% or 20 test attempts scored at the GED + college credit level of 175 or more

Passer data (removing any failed attempts if the individual retook the exam and passed it) – the pass rate for Science goes up to 90%. The average passing score on the Science exam is 156, while the average score of all 853 Science tests taken in 2023 is 153.
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The data here is showing of the 3,511 tests that were taken in 2023, 932 of them were the GED Social Studies exam.  This data is not pulling out the retake data that GED’s “passer” percentages do. So that’s why I’ve labeled it “attempts” verses passer data. 

29% or 275 test attempts scored below 145
60% or 555 test attempts scored at the HSE level
7% or 69 test attempts scored at the college ready level 
4% or 33 test attempts scored at the GED + college credit level of 175 or more

Passer data (removing any failed attempts if the individual retook the exam and passed it) – the pass rate for Social Studies goes up to 83%. The average passing score on the Social Studies exam is 156, while the average score of all 932 Social Studies tests taken in 2023 is 151.
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For more information about the GED, the following resources and contacts are available.

Help Documents can be found on the South Dakota Department of Education page for
How to Create a GED Account
Frequently Asked Questions about the GED in South Dakota
Ordering Duplicate Transcripts, and more

GED Testing Services also provides a Blog for students and those interested in earning their GED, along with a page dedicated to more information about South Dakota Specific GED requirements.  The DOE also maintains a high school Equivalency page, the South Dakota Department of Labor provides resources and support for the GED through their sponsored Adult Education and Literacy Programs, and the South Dakota State Library provides a High School Equivalency Center with resources to support learners. 

For more information or questions, Kristin Larson, South Dakota State GED Administrator can be reached at GED@state.sd.us or by phone 605-773-4726.

This presentation was presented to you by the South Dakota Department of Education.

https://www.ged.com/
https://doe.sd.gov/GED/
https://dlr.sd.gov/workforce_services/individuals/adult_education.aspx
https://www.learningexpresshub.com/productengine/LELIndex.html#/learningexpresslibrary/libraryhome?AuthToken=9934F977-4D70-4090-9DB8-FAA844CC83BD
mailto:GED@state.sd.us
https://doe.sd.gov/GED/documents/GED-Map-2024.pdf
https://www.ged.com/blog/how-to-and-why-you-should-create-a-ged-account/
https://www.ged.com/faqs/top-faqs/
https://www.ged.com/blog/
https://www.ged.com/policies/south_dakota/
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