
2024 Rapid City Summer Mentoring Academy

Room
June 12th, 2024

Room
June 13th, 2024 

2:00-2:50 p.m. 3:00-3:50 p.m. 4:00-4:50 p.m. 6:30-8:00 p.m. 8:00-9:00 a.m. 9:00-9:50 a.m. 10:00-10:50 a.m. 11:00-11:50 a.m.

Alpine 

"Relationships 
Are The 

Foundation of 
Learning" - 

Valerie Wilkens 
& Kindra Wiese - 

Age: Middle 
School 

"Building Team Chemistry 
Connections for the Classroom - Plus 
Self-Regulation Supports for Staff and 
Students" - Teresa Hunt - Age: K-12 

(1 hr. 50 min.)

Keynote 
Speaker: 
Jonathan 

Alsheimer               
(LaCroix Hall) 

Alpine 

Keynote 
Speaker: 

George Hawkins, 
2024 Teacher of 

the Year                      
(LaCroix Hall)

"Managing Emotions: 
Using Calm Kits" - 

Whitnee Coy - Age: 
Prek-12

"Time to Teach: Taking Back Your 
Classroom!" - Bobbi Maher - Age: K-12   (1 

hr. 50 min.)

Ponderosa 

"Classrooms that 
Make a 

Difference" - 
Janelle Huber - 
Age: PreK-12 

"Welcoming All 
Children" - 

Janelle Huber - 
Age: PreK-13

"Gamifying 
Lessons" - Tamara 
Voight - Age: 7-12

Ponderosa 
"Literature in Math" - 
Jodi Neuharth - Age: 

Primary 

"Game Time" - Jodi 
Neuharth - Age: Primary 

"Sliding into 
Engagement and 

Time 
Management" - 
Audrey Pruitt - 

Age: K-12

Aspen 

"Do the 
Differentiation 
Dance" - Rise 

Jongeling - Age: 
5-12

"Using AI to Increase Educator 
Efficiency" - Andrew Ley & Nicole 

Uhre-Balk - Age: PreK-12
Aspen 

"That Teacher" 
Jonathan Alsheimer  

Grade: PreK-12

"That Teacher" Jonathan 
Alsheimer  

Grade: PreK-12

"What's my 
GRADE!?" - Shana 
Ward & Rebecca 

Myers Age: 
Secondary

Canyon

"Bridging 
Teacher - 

Student Clarity" - 
Nicole Bisgaard 

& Jenna 
Stephens - Age: 

PreK-12

"Grade Less, 
Collaborate 

More" - Rebecca 
Myers & Nicole 
Bisgaard - Age: 

PreK-13

"Teacher-Parent 
Communication: 

Building Your 
Confidence 
Through Skill 

Development" - 
Kama Konda-

Varilek - Age: 7-
12

Canyon 

"Get To Know Your 
Library (It’s Not Just 

Books!)" - Scottie Bruch 
- Age: PreK-12

"You’ve Got a Friend In 
Me: Collaborating with 
Your School Librarian" - 

Jean Kirschenman - 
Age: Middle & High 

School

"A Medley of Teen 
Books to Enhance 
Your Curriculum: 
Lit Circles, Book 

Projects, and 
Independent 

Reading" - Jean 
Kirschenman - 
Age: Middle & 

High School

Cedar 

"Why Kids Aren't Retaining Math 
Skills and What To Do About It: A 

Practical Intervention-Based 
Solution For Any Teacher" - Emily 
Tomkins & Sally Tomkins - Age: 3-

Middle School (1 hr. 50 min.)

"Teaching Math to 
Middle Grades 

with Easy to Find 
Manipulatives" - 
Rachelle DeBeer 
& Lucas Trooien - 
Age: 5-7 Grade 

Math

Cedar 

"Youth Suicide 
Prevention" - Jordan 
Mounga - Age: PreK-

12  

"Youth Suicide 
Prevention" - Jordan 

Mounga - Age: PreK-12  

"Art-Inclusive Note 
Taking and 

Review Strategies" 
- Dakota Lincoln - 

Age: PreK-12

Spruce 

"Beat Teacher 
Burnout" - 
Jennifer 

Nedrebo & 
Jackie Richey - 

Age: PreK-12

"Getting 
Comfortable 

With 
Uncomfortable 

Conversations" - 
Kari Lena-Helling 

& Chelsea 
Greenfield - 
Age: PreK-12

"Great 
Expectations" - 

Kari Lena-Helling 
& Chelsea 

Greenfield - Age: 
Elementary & 
Middle School

Spruce 

"Skills Based Data and 
Progress Monitoring 

Tips and Tricks" - 
Michele Paulsen & 

Leah Wytosick - Age: 
PreK-12 

"Poverty Escape Room Simulation" - Whitnee 
Coy - Age: PreK-12 (1 hr. 50 min.)


