

The Teacher of the Year (TOY) Award is an honor given to only one teacher within each ESA region each year. Since you have been selected as a District TOY, you are now eligible to apply for the Region TOY Award.  If you are selected as the Region TOY, you become eligible to apply for the South Dakota TOY Award and possibly for the National TOY Award.  All TOY awardees are dynamic teachers who are dedicated to improving the education and the lives of their students and their   communities.

Please provide all information requested in the application. 

Please limit your answers to the number of words requested in each section – type size no smaller than 10 point.  

To apply for the Region TOY Award, complete the application and email it by March 31 to: Allison.Englund@state.sd.us

Section 1 Basic Information

	Full Name
	Click here to enter text.


	Personal Address
	Click here to enter text.	

	Personal Phone #
	Click here to enter text.

	Personal Email
	Click here to enter text.	

	School District
	Click here to enter text.	

	Date of Birth
	Click here to enter text.

	School Name
	Click here to enter text.

	School Address
	Click here to enter text.	

	School Phone #
	Click here to enter text.

	School Email
	Click here to enter text.	

	Subject Area
	Click here to enter text.	

	Grade Level
	Click here to enter text.	

	Years of Teaching Experience
	Click here to enter text.

	Years in Present Position
	Click here to enter text.

















I hereby give my permission that any or all of the attached materials (other than home address, telephone, DOB) may be shared with persons interested in promoting the National Teacher of the Year Program.  I also acknowledge that if selected as the 2026 National Teacher of the Year, I will be released from classroom responsibilities during the year of my recognition in order to fulfill the obligations inherent in the honor.

Signature of Candidate  	Date 	


SCHOOL/BUILDING PRINCIPAL


Name:  _Click here to enter text.  Title:  Click here to enter text.  Phone: Click here to enter text.


I acknowledge that the nominee submits this application with my approval.  If the nominee is selected as the 2026 National Teacher of the Year, he or she will be released from classroom responsibilities during the year of recognition.  

Signature of School Principal________________________________________________Date_____________________


SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT

Name:  _Click here to enter text.  Title:  Click here to enter text.  Phone: Click here to enter text.


I acknowledge that the nominee submits this application with my approval.  If the nominee is selected as the 2026 National Teacher of the Year, he or she will be released from classroom responsibilities during the year of recognition.   

Signature of School Superintendent___________________________________________Date_____________________
		
























Section 2 Resume

	QUESTION
	ANSWER

	Education - Beginning with most recent, list colleges and universities attended including postgraduate studies.  Indicate degrees earned and dates of attendance
	

	Education 
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Education 
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Education 
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Certifications – list any certifications pertaining to teaching, ie your teaching certificate – where and when obtained.
	

	Certification
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Certification
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Certification
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Experience - Beginning with most recent, list teaching employment history indicating time period, grade level and subject area.
	

	Experience
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Experience
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Experience
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Experience
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Leadership - Beginning with the most recent, list staff development leadership activities and leadership activities in the training of future teachers.
	

	Leadership
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Leadership
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Leadership
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Awards and Other Recognition - Beginning with the most recent, list awards and other recognition of your teaching.
	

	Awards and Other Recognition	
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Awards and Other Recognition	
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Awards and Other Recognition	
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.

	Awards and Other Recognition	
	Click here to enter text.

	Dates (MM/YY)
	Click here to enter text.




Section 3  Additional Information

Professional Association Memberships (write in all that apply)
☐NEA
☐AFT
☐SDEA
☐Other (please list below)
Click here to enter text.


I am a National Board Certified Teacher.
☐YES
☐NO

Section 4 Professional Biography
Please complete your professional biography in 3rd person with the intent that it could be used in promotional materials for speaking opportunities and engagements.  (maximum 250 words)

In your bio, please include the following items: 
· The grade level and subject you currently teach 
· The school in which you currently teach, including city and state
·  All degrees you hold, include the institution where they were received (i.e., Bachelor of Science in Finance from the University of Connecticut) 
· Any awards or points of pride

A sentence or two about pedagogical priorities 
In your bio, please follow the following style guidelines: 
· Spell out your degrees (i.e., Bachelor of Art not BA)
· Only capitalize a subject area when it's a language (i.e., capitalize English but not calculus) 
· Use your first and last name in the first reference, but your last name only on second and subsequent references 
· Spell out all acronyms the first time they are used

Click here to enter text.

Section 5 Response Questions
Respond to the following questions, highlighting your personal story and why you believe you should be the 2025 State Teacher of the Year. Maximum word counts are indicated in parenthesis.

1. Describe a content lesson or unit that defines you as a teacher. How did you engage students of all backgrounds and abilities in the learning? How did that learning influence your students? How are your beliefs about teaching demonstrated in this lesson or unit? (maximum 750 words) 
Click here to enter text.



2. Describe a project or initiative you helped create which contributed to the improvement of overall school culture. What was your role, and what is the status of this project today? Please include evidence of student impact. (maximum of 750 words) 
Click here to enter text.



3. How do you ensure that education transcends the classroom? Describe specific ways in which you deliberately connect your students with the community. How did you collaborate with others (e.g. colleagues, students, families) in this work? Please include evidence of student impact (maximum 750 words)
Click here to enter text.


Section 6 Supporting Evidence
When you submit your application, please include 3 letters of recommendation that support why you should be the 2025 State Teacher of the Year. At least one of these must be a recommendation from a parent, colleague, administrator, or student.


Section 7 Photo Submission: You will need to submit a headshot.  Click center below to insert photo (color, portrait orientation, 300 ppi, .jpg format).   
[image: Upload Headshot here] 
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