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Reminders

• Reading and Math grades 3-8 and 11
– CRT only
– Accountability

• Science assessment grades 5, 8, and 
11 only
– CRT only
– Not part of AYP—only participation, at the state.



New for 2013

• Embedded 40 items aligned to the CCSS
– Not part of AYP
– Results found in SDAP



Reminders

• 4 Forms of the DSTEP;

• The Directions for Administering are 
all in one.  Each grade has a different 
section;



Reminders
• Students can write in their test 

booklets in PENCIL only; (**no 
highlighters, pens, markers, etc)

• Make sure students put their name on 
the booklet cover and name on the 
answer doc;



Reminders

• Approved calculators and rulers can be 
used on all parts of the DSTEP;
– Any question with districts/student calculators 

or rulers, contact me.

• Science and Math reference sheets are 
located at the beginning and may be 
removed carefully from test booklets;
– Also can be found on DSTEP website.



Reminders

• Remove anything on walls/etc that a 
reasonable person would conclude offers 
students in that room an unfair advantage 
over other students;

• Districts are required to provide parents 
their child’s  Dakota STEP and ALT results 
within 30 calendar days from the 
beginning of the school year.



Reminders

• Once the directions for each session 
has been read, absolutely NO 
assistance may be given to student
– NO pronouncing of words
– No “assisting” in any way



Reminders
• Testing Coordinator’s or Administrators are the only 

ones who can check over the student's answer docs.

• If your district will be giving the large print or Braille 
DSTEP, the Testing Coordinator or Administrators can 
transfer student’s responses onto the special 
accommodations scannable answer document.

• Large print and Braille are 2009 Dakota STEP 
Assessment. Large print materials will arrive with initial 
shipment of materials. Braille materials will arrive from 
Region IV education service in a separate shipment.



Reminders

• Access to “viewing” the DSTEP is limited 
to those necessary for accommodation 
purposes only;

• Absolutely NO writing down, discussing, 
etc questions/items from the DSTEP. This 
is a breach of security and will invalidate 
the test at the district/school/classroom 
where the breach occurred;



Reminders
• If a security breach occurs at the 

district/school level, the SDDOE does not 
have a breach form of the test.  These tests 
will not be scored. The AYP will be below 
basic in the area for which the breach 
occurred. No participation credit will be 
given.

• It is strongly recommended that 
administrators observe at least 10% of all 
classrooms during the administration of the 
Dakota STEP assessment



Reminders

• Once a student completes a section they 
are NOT allowed to return to that section 
for “review/changes/etc”;

• If a student takes the DSTEP or sections 
of the assessment twice, their first score 
will be used.
– Example: when a student transfers in the middle of 

the testing window and is administered the 
test/section(s) over, first score will be used for scoring 
purposes.



Reminders

• ELP students taking the DSTEP
– A student must have a Language Acquisition 

Plan (LAP) with approved accommodation to 
be able to use these accommodations on the 
DSTEP. (Approved accommodations can be 
found in TCH on page 29)



Request for Special 
Considerations/Exceptions for Statewide 

Testing
• Allows a student to request a waiver from taking 

any statewide assessments if: 
– the student suffers a significant medical emergency or 

condition beyond the control of the student, the 
student’s parents, and the school, 

– and the circumstance is such that no other recourse 
or remedy exists to address the circumstance during 
the testing window.

– http://doe.sd.gov/oats/documents/MedEmergn.pdf



Policy

• If an 11th grade student does NOT take the 
DSTEP for whatever reason, this student MUST 
take the assessment in 12th grade.  Their score 
WILL count towards the district/school AYP and 
participation.



Test Security Agreement/
Test Security Affidavit 

http://tinyurl.com/a82bcr7

Submit form online at:



Testing Irregularity Form

http://tinyurl.com/adw6l6l

Submit all Testing Irregularity Forms online.



DOE Site Visits

• DOE representative will visit districts across 
State during testing window.

• DOE will need to view students’ IEPs and LAP 
and will bring a copy back to the SDDOE.

• DOE staff will speak with testing coordinator, 
teachers, and administrators.



02/25/2013 DSTEP PRE-TEST WORKSHOPS PEARSON/SDDOE 02/28/2013

03/08/2013 ACCESS DISTRICT PACK MATERIALS DISTRICTS 03/14/2013

03/11/2013 DSTEP MATERIALS DELIVERY PEARSON 03/15/2013

03/12/2013 ACCESS Face to Face Training:New Elements 
of the 2012 Standards SDDOE/WIDA 03/14/2013

ACCESS SHIPPED TO METRITCH DISTRICTS 03/14/2013

ACCESS RECEIVED BY METIRTECH METRITECH 03/20/2013

03/18/2013 DSTEP ADDITIONAL ORDER WINDOW DISTRICTS

03/20/2013 DSTEP-A SCORABLE MATERIALS PICK-UP DISTRICTS 03/20/2013

03/22/2013 DSTEP-A SCORABLE MATERIALS AT 
PEARSON DISTRICTS 03/22/2013

04/01/2013 DSTEP TEST ADMINISTRATION DISTRICTS 04/19/2013

04/24/2013 DSTEP SCORABLE MATERIALS PICK-UP DISTRICTS 04/24/2013

04/26/2013 DSTEP SCORABLE MATERIALS AT 
PEARSON DISTRICTS 04/26/2013

04/30/2013 WTL - TESTING WINDOW CLOSES DISTRICTS 04/30/2013

05/15/2013 WTL - TESTING IRREGULARITES DUE TO 
DOE SDDOE 05/15/2013

05/15/2013 ACCESS REPORTS TO DISTRICTS METRITECH/DISTRICT 05/19/2013

06/03/2013 DSTEP-A REPORTS IN DISTRICTS PEARSON 06/03/2013

06/30/2013 WTL - STUDENT LICENSES EXPIRE SDDOE 06/30/2013



Dakota STEP
Testing Window

Window is April 1 to 

April 19, 2013



Estimated Times

•KEEP A LOG LOCALLY

•STILL REMAINS AN UNTIMED TEST

•HAVE SOMETHING FOR STUDENTS TO   
DO THAT FINISH EARLY











http://doe.sd.gov/octa/assessment/docs/DakotaSTEP_FactSheet82508.pdf



http://doe.sd.gov/octa/assessment/dakSTEP/documents/SD09_IG_CR09.pdf



TestingCoordinators Listserv
http://www.k12.sd.us/listserv/TestingCoordinators.htm



http://doe.sd.gov/



Who to Call
Gay Pickner  773-3247 (DSTEP, ACCESS/W-APT, & eMetric)
Gay.Pickner@state.sd.us

Linda Turner  773-6119 (DSTEP-A and DSTEP Accommodations) 
Linda.Turner@state.sd.us

Beth Schiltz   773-4257 (DSTEP Accommodations)
Beth. Schiltz@state.sd.us

Matt Gill 773- 8193 (Dakota WriteToLearn, End of Course, and 
Assessment Portal) 
Matthew.Gill@state.sd.us

Jan Martin  773-3246 (NAEP) 
Jan.Martin@state.sd.us

Laura Ellenbecker  773-4727 (DDN Campus/IC)
Laura.Ellenbeck@state.sd.us



Questions


