

South Dakota Teachers As Advisors

	Career Cluster Investigation

	               6-8th Grades Career Development-Session 2
Essential Questions:
What is a Career Cluster?
How are careers organized into the clusters? 
Stage 1—Desired Results





STANDARD(S): 									Revised Bloom’s Level:

C:B1.4 Know the various ways in which occupations can be classified			Understand
Stage 2—Assessment Evidence & Learning Plan



    Summative Evidence: Students will research and collect information on the 16 career clusters    
    and will classify specific careers based on their knowledge of the career clusters. Materials needed:
Career Cluster Wall Signs
Career Cards
Career Cluster Investigation worksheet
(one per group)


 
Before the students arrive, print and hang on the wall the sixteen “career clusters.” Print the “career” cards and cut apart.
Introduction
Introduce the activity by asking the students: What is a career cluster? 
Give students some background knowledge on what a career cluster is and why they are  important to the career classification system of our society. Inform students that they will soon be choosing a specific career from a career cluster that they are interested in to do further research on. Throughout the activity they should be thinking about which areas interest them the most. 
Instruction
1. [image: ]Introduce the students to the sixteen career clusters and briefly talk about each.  Refer to www.careerclusters.org for further information.
2. Divide students into teams of 3-4 students. Assign each team one or more of the career clusters.  Ask them to complete the following information related to the career cluster.

a. [image: ]Determine the primary function of their career cluster in the world of work and write three reasons why this cluster is important to our economy. 
b. Identify the pathways within the selected cluster. They may use the website, http://www.careerclusters.org/16clusters.htm, and other career information resources for their research.
c. [image: ]Students will present their information to the group.
3. Distribute career cards—one per student or group, depending on the number of students.
4. [image: ]Explain to students expectations for the activity.  When the teacher says “go” students are to go the career cluster poster that best fits their career interest area. Students should be prepared to explain why they chose that cluster.
5. Discuss with students why they selected a particular career cluster for each of the various careers listed on the career cards.
Closure/Wrap Up
Close the discussion by letting the students know that they will be working with career clusters throughout the rest of their school career so it is important to know what each cluster has to offer. Students will be choosing the specific career clusters that they are interested in and then choosing careers within those clusters to further research. 
Time: 30 minutes




[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Making the Connection                 Checking Understanding                 Higher Order Thinking                   Handout
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