South Dakota Teachers As Advisors

	Find Your Key

	               6-8th Grades Academic Development-Session 2
Essential Questions:
     What are words found in testing instructions such as define, compare, illustrate, list, choose,      
       contrast, trace, and describe asking you to do? Do you understand the instructions on a test?
Stage 1—Desired Results





STANDARD(S): 									Revised Bloom’s Level:
A:A3.5 Share knowledge								Understand
Stage 2—Assessment Evidence & Learning Plan



Summative Evidence: Students will complete a matching activity worksheet and hold a group discussion to identify other terms they may come across on an exam.Materials needed:
Find Your Key Activity Sheet
(one per student)



 
Introduction
[image: ]Ask students to get out a piece of paper and pose this question: Enumerate the chance of precipitation in today’s forecast.  (Be sure to write this on the board for students to see.)   
              Looks of confusion are expected. After students work on their own for a minute or two,  
                ask the students these questions. 

  -What did you come up with for an answer?
-Were you confused by what the question was asking? Why or why not?
-If you were confused, which word was it that confused you?
                -Have you ever been confused about the directions on a test? 
                -If so, how could that affect the grade you received? 
[image: ]Instruction
1. [image: ]Distribute the activity sheet: Find Your Key. Have students complete the matching 
            activity individually. 
2. Arrange students into small groups to compare their responses. 
3. In their groups, have them identify and define at least two other key words they have 
           seen in test questions and record them onto the activity sheet. 
4. [image: ]Finally, have the groups come up with sample test questions for each key word and 
           record these on the activity sheet as well.
5. Let each group read and define one of their key words. Then have them state the test question they came up with for that key word. (Record the words on the board.) 
Time: 25 minutes
Closure/Wrap Up
Conclude with a discussion that reflects the discussion that introduced the activity. Discuss that in order to be able to take tests successfully, one must be able to understand all of the directions. 


[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Making the Connection                 Checking Understanding                 Higher Order Thinking                   Handout
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