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Service Learning – Example Project Narrative
Students enrolled in Sociology at local high school came to class on a Monday after a classmate was killed in a car accident over the weekend. The teacher gave them some time to process what had happened by talking about it and asked questions that got them to thinking about teen driver safety. 
They did some research and found that the statistics on vehicle accidents with teen drivers were very high in their county. After several discussions on the topic, the teacher asked if they wanted to do something about it. They overwhelmingly agreed that they would like to try. Their goal was to educate every driver and every student within 2 years of driving age in their county (3 schools involved) about safe driving. They did more research into the topic, compared their stats with others counties and states and compared teen driver’s license requirements in all states. They interviewed students, parents, law enforcement and driver’s education personnel, rules and expectations. They developed charts and graphs about the factors that had contributed to teen accidents and fatalities which were published in the local newspaper. At this point the students went to their county sheriff’s department and enlisted their help in developing a project to address the concern. 
The students decided to put together workshops to be given to all students at school. They held a parent meeting at which they had a panel of people to talk about the problem from everyone’s viewpoint. They developed a brochure to be distributed to each student. They worked with their computer teacher to develop a link from their school website to spread their message. They staged a mock accident near the school at prom time. The planning for the project took place within the sociology class and the teacher gave them half the class each Friday for planning, reporting and reflecting. Assignments were done outside of class and presentations were coordinated by the teacher. 
When it came time for the state legislature to meet, there were three bills being considered which dealt with teen driving. With the teacher’s help, the students testified at a hearing in the legislative committee. At the end of the session, the bills they addressed went the way they wanted. 
The students wrote a skit which addressed their concerns and with the help of the drama teacher and department presented it at the end of the school year. The last day of class in May was a celebration of all that was accomplished. 
Example Service Learning Project, 
Identified by SD Standards of Quality Service Learning

	Meaningful Service – Service Learning actively engages participants in engaging, developmentally appropriate and personally relevant service activities.

Students enrolled in Sociology at local high school came to class on a Monday after a classmate was killed in a car accident over the weekend. The teacher gave them some time to process what had happened by talking about it and asked questions that got them to thinking about teen driver safety. 

They did some research and found that the statistics on vehicle accidents with teen drivers were very high in their county. After several discussions on the topic, the teacher asked if they wanted to do something about it. They overwhelmingly agreed that they would like to try. 


	Link to Curriculum – Service Learning is intentionally used as an instructional strategy to meet learning goals and/or South Dakota content standards. 

“Sociology is a field of science that studies people, their interaction, and why individuals and societies do the things they do. It is an important area of science because it seeks to understand the very roots of what it is to be human in order to help predict outcomes, help solve conflicts and problems, and to prevent issues from developing in the future.”
-http://www.ehow.com/about_4572573_what-is-sociology.html#ixzz1njY1Daf7

They did more research into the topic, compared their stats with others counties and states and compared teen driver’s license requirements in all states. They interviewed students, parents, law enforcement and driver’s education personnel, rules and expectations. They developed charts and graphs about the factors that had contributed to teen accidents and fatalities which were published in the local newspaper.


	Reflection – Service Learning incorporates multiple challenging reflection activities that are ongoing and that prompt deep thinking and analysis about oneself and one’s society.

1. Before: Students did some research and found the statistics on vehicle accidents with teen drivers were very high in their county. They developed charts and graphs about the factors that had contributed to teen accidents and fatalities which were published in the local newspaper.
2. During: Although the project narrative does not say specifically, there would have been reflections after the completion of each of the parts of the service project. For example, students would have answered questions such as 1.) How did students receive the workshops? 2.) How effective was the parent meeting? 3.) What did you learn?
3. After: The students wrote a skit which addressed their concerns and, with the help of the drama teacher and department, presented it at the end of the school year.





	Diversity – Service Learning promotes understanding of diversity and mutual respect among all participants.

Students worked with people of different ages, attitudes and viewpoints toward the issue. They learned skills in group decision-making and hopefully learned to overcome stereotypes toward law enforcement, legislators and parents. 


	Youth Voice – Service Learning provides youth with a strong voice in planning, implementing and evaluating.

After several discussions on the topic, the teacher asked if they wanted to do something about it. They overwhelmingly agreed that they would like to try. Their goal was to educate every driver and every student within 2 years of driving age in their county (3 schools involved) about safe driving. They conducted interviews, did presentations and testified in front of legislators.


	Partnerships – Service Learning partnerships are collaborative, mutually beneficial and address community needs.

The students worked with other students, school administrators, parents, law enforcement staff, legislators and driver’s education personnel.


	Progress Monitoring - Service Learning engages participants in an ongoing process to assess the quality of implementation and progress toward meeting specified goals, and uses results for improvement and sustainability.

Their goal was to educate every driver and every student within 2 years of driving age in their county (3 schools involved) about safe driving. Note: Although the narrative does not specifically say, workshops were given for all students, and each step they took helped them decide to take another step in educating others about the issue of safe teen driving.


	Duration & Intensity – Service Learning has sufficient duration and intensity to address community needs and meet specified outcomes.

The Service Learning project took place over a semester and it would seem that the students were truly immersed in the cause during all of that time, with some of the work being done in class, but the bulk of it outside of the classroom.


	Career Development – Student Learning prepares students for the world of work by helping them develop skills in problem solving, employability, communication, leadership, and interpersonal relations.

Students learned many workplace skills.  By working together to set goals, identify partners, communicate with those in charge and then present to the various groups, they learned much about leadership and interpersonal communication.
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