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Webinar Synopsis

* While secondary implementation of MTSS is based on
similar big ideas, it is not identical to elementary
implementation. One of the differences between
secondary and elementary implementation lies with the
screening procedures. Basic skills screening remains
essential for older students but, as students progress
through higher-grade levels, the use of universal
screening diminishes. This webinar will focus on the
“gating” procedures used to ensure that the academic
needs of all secondary students are met while
safeguarding against excessive or unnecessary
assessment at the middle and high school levels.
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Question of the Day

¢ Our school currently uses NWEA MAP
(Renaissance Learning STAR). We’ve been told we
can benchmark and progress monitor with this
assessment. As part of the MTSS (Rtl) process,
we’d like to use MAP (STAR) instead of AIMSweb
or DIBELS to benchmark screen and progress
monitor. Is this allowed?

School personnel look at this as an “either-or”
question

Purposes of Assessment

1. Screening [ identification
2. Diagnosis [ instructional planning
3. Progress monitoring

4. Program evaluation [ accountability
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Our Responsibility...

¢ Choose the correct assessment for
the correct purpose

Rtl and Assessment

¢+ Rtl uses assessment for three purposes
¢ Screening
¢+ Diagnosis
¢+ Progress monitoring
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Screening

Curriculum Based Measurement (CBM)
¢+ DIBELS, AIMSweb

Time and cost efficient

Measure basic grade level skills
¢+ Don’t measure everything but measure important things

Results are available immediately
Scientifically based with considerable field testing

Reasonably authentic and we can “see” whether
students are engaged and motivated

Have a progress monitoring feature
* Seamless across grade levels and tiers

Measure incremental improvement over short periods
of time
Sensitivity (correctly identifies students at risk)

Specificity (can)detect those students not truly at
risk

Practicality (simple to use, brief, easy to use on a
wide scale

Consequential Validity (leads to better services
and does not harm the child)
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Diagnostics

* Assessments used when the screening tool
doesn’t provide a definitive error pattern

+ Diagnostic assessments help pin point the areas of
weakness and determine where instruction should
begin based on skill continuums

¢+ Not used with all students

Progress Monitoring

¢ Assessments used to determine whether or not
intervention instruction is effective

¢+ Conducted on a frequent basis
+ Weekly, bi-weekly
¢+ Change instruction
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Traditionally..

ALL

¢+ Universal screening of all students

SOME

+ Diagnostics for those students who do poorly and
for whom screening provides insufficient evidence
of specific needs

* Progress monitoring with students who are in
need of interventions

Secondary Students

Basic skills screening is still essential but the use of
universal screening diminishes with grade

Basic skills progress monitoring is still essential but
the use of universal progress monitoring diminishes
with grade

Frequent progress monitoring will always be
essential for students receiving Tier 2, Tier 3, and
SPED basic skills intervention

CBM remains essential for basic skills screening and
progress monitoring decisions

Mark Shinn
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A Word About...

¢+ NWEA MAP

* Renaissance Learning STAR

¢ Fit the 4 purpose of assessment
* Program evaluation / accountability

Characteristics

¢+ Comprehensive assessments
¢ Summative rather than formative

* Not designed to be administered frequently

¢+ Three - four times per year

+ Too infrequent for progress monitoring purposes
¢+ Computerized

¢+ Assume students are appropriately motivated and focused
¢ Can’t “see” students perform




Do These Comprehensive
Assessments Have a Role
in the Rtl Process?

+ With secondary students
¢+ A “first pass” screener
¢ First step in a multiple-gating
procedure

Multiple Gating Procedure

- AIMSweb

 Gate1
- * Administer NWEA MAP or Renaissance Learning STAR
~reading sub test to all students.
~ * Students who achieve grade level proficiency will be
screened no further.

Gate 2
~» Students who do not achieve grade level proficiency will
~ be administered the MAZE assessment.

Gate 3
~» Students who do not achieve benchmark status on
- MAZE will be administered R-CBM
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'DIBELS Cari (Grades 7-9)
Gate1
~» DAZE group administered to all students
~» All students complete a set of 3 DAZE passages
* Social studies, science, and prose triad
¢ Students at benchmark are finished
Gate 2
‘s Students individually orally read a set of 3 Oral Reading
. passages
Science, social studies, and prose triad
Define vocabulary words from the passage
* Answer inference questions
ate 3
» Silent Reading is group administered to students
~» Science, social studies, and prose triad
* Answer multiple choice questions about passage content
* Passage vocabulary, details, inference

Not an “either-or’”’ Situation

MAP and STAR are not competitive with CBM

Used as part of a multiple gating procedure they can
complement each other

High quality achievement test that identifies group areas of
academic strength and weakness based on grade level
content standards

CBM is crucial for identifying individual basic skills deficits
and frequent progress monitoring
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Historically Speaking

Provide
accommodations
Discrepancy like extended
exists between time, modified
ability and grades,
achievement alternative
classes with
lower content

Secondary
Y student who

\ performs poorly
" in content area
| coursework

Purpose = GRADUATION
Reality = Student graduates but can’t read

At the Secondary Level...

¢+ CBM remains essential for basic skills screening
and progress monitoring decisions

* When used as part of a multiple gating procedure
Assessment time is reduced
Basic skill deficits are identified
Targeted instruction is provided
Basic skill deficits are eliminated

Students graduate with content knowledge and the
ability to read
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Julie Popham

(605) 690-3598
jpopham@tie.net
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(605) 280-3568
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