
south dakota 
Summer 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
McKinney-Vento Education of Homeless 

Children and Youth 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

INSIDE: 
Fall Kick-Off  ............................ 2 

School District M-V Liaison .... 2 

Focusing on Diverse 
Learners………………………….2 

Identifying M-V Qualified 
Students………………………………….3 

Committee of Practitioners……3 

Reading Proficiency for Students 
with Learning Disabilities………4 

The 3 C’s of Reading Success…5 

DOE Goals/Aspirations………6-11 

Virtual Math Coaching…………12 

 

Do you have students in your school who may qualify for the McKinney-Vento Program (M-V)? 
 

The term “homeless children and youths” – 
(A) means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence; and 
(B) includes 

1) Children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of 
housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, 
trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate 
accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned 
in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement; 

2) Children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or 
private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping 
accommodation for human beings; 

3) Children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned 
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and 

4) Migratory children (as such is defined in section 1309 of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965) who qualify as homeless for the purposes of 
this subtitle because the children are living in circumstances described in clauses 
(1) through (3). 
 
M-V Subtitle B of Title VII, Section 725 reauthorized in 2001 as Title X Part C of 
ESEA 

 
You may have a student who has lost his/her home because of a fire, flood, tornado, 
eviction, economic hardship, unaffordable housing, or is living in inadequate housing (any 
one of these - no plumbing, electricity, heat, damaged, inadequate for the number of people 
residing within). Children who lack a permanent home and are living with others because of 
economic hardship qualify under the M-V law. Youth who are living on their own and have 
no permanent (regular) housing are also homeless.  Homelessness can happen suddenly and 
can happen to any of us. 
 

Upcoming Events 
September 21st-Title I 
Directors Training in Pierre. 

 

October 14-16th – It is the 
16th Annual Systems 
Change Conference in 
Chamberlain. 

 

November 1-3rd-2015 
Indian Education Summit 
in Pierre, registration is now 
open! 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Fall Kick-Off for Focus and Priority Schools  

The South Dakota Department of 
Education is hosting a fall Kick-Off for the 
2015-2016 Focus and Priority Schools.   

Sam Redding, from the Academic 
Development Institute, will be joining us 
as a key-note speaker. Dr. Redding 
provides expertise in the areas of: 

• School management 

• Social and emotional learning 

• Family-school relationships 

• School improvement 

• Factors that affect student learning 

The Department of education will sponsor 
all Focus and Priority schools to send a 
School Leadership Team to the Kick-Off 
to begin planning for the 2015-2016 
school year.  

 

 
 

 

 

Changing Schools:   
Focusing on Diverse 
Learners 

 
 
 
 
 
T 

 
The Changing Schools Magazine has a 
new issue out. Go to 
http://www.mcrel.org/products-and-
services/changing-schools-magazineto 
check it out! 

 

Diverse learners are becoming more of  
a majority in the schools across America.  
The growth for ensuring they get high-
quality education is also rising, along  
with conquering achievement gaps.  
 
This issue of Changing Schools looks 
at the issues surrounding the  
education of diverse learners and 
offer perspectives on ways to  
improve the success of diverse  
learners. 

 

Contact Us: 
 

 
Pierre, SD 57501 

 

 

Each school district has a 
person designated as the M-V 
Liaison. Should you believe that 
a student is not living in 
permanent, adequate house, 
please contact your school 
district’s liaison. A list of liaisons 
may be found on two different 
locations on the SD DOE 
website. Each school district 
maintains a directory of certain 
contact people within their 
district. Go to this location and 
click on “Public School Districts” 
and then your school district 
name. 
http://doe.sd.gov/ofm/edudir.aspx  
or go to 
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/TitleXpartC.as
px and nearly at the bottom of 
the page you will find “Liaison 
Contact List” and click. 

 

http://www.mcrel.org/products-and-services/changing-schools-magazine
http://www.mcrel.org/products-and-services/changing-schools-magazine
http://doe.sd.gov/ofm/edudir.aspx
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/TitleXpartC.aspx
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/TitleXpartC.aspx


 
 

Why is it important to identify M-V qualifying students? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee of Practitioners- An ESEA Requirement of Each State 
 

The South Dakota Department of 
Education (SDDOE) is seeking persons 
to serve on an advisory committee.  
 
South Dakota, along with every other 
state, maintains a Committee of 
Practitioners (COP) as defined in 
Section 1903(b) of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act.  Committee 
members serve in an advisory 
capacity and are appointed by 
Secretary Schopp to fill three-year 
positions as defined in the Federal 
statutes. 
 
The committee is composed of 
teachers, administrators, parents, 
school board members, private school 
representatives, other educators, and 
pupil services personnel such as 
counselors. Members are also chosen 
based on regional representation, plus 
involvement in Title supported 
programs.  
 
 

 
These programs include:  Migrant, 
McKinney-Vento Homeless, and 
Neglected/Delinquent.  
 
Each state has a State Plan for 
implementation of the requirements of 
Title I defined in Section 1111(c)(11) of 
ESEA. The COP provides input into the 
plan including the ESEA Waiver and 
Waiver Amendments, Focus and 
Priority School Guidance, SD LEAP 
(Indistar©), Multi-Tiered System of 
Support, and all Title I related 
programs.  
 
The committee meets in person twice 
a year, in the fall and June. Phone call 
meetings are held as needed. Minutes 
of past meetings may be found at: 
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/cop.aspx.  

 

As an advisory committee, members 
are not compensated for their time, 
however, all expenses are paid. If you 
are interested in serving on the 
committee or want more information, 
contact Shannon.malone@state.sd.us.  
Along with district people who work in 
the areas listed above, the committee is 
seeking parent representation from Title 
I schools.  Self-nominations are 
appropriate or districts may wish to 
nominate someone to the position. The 
Department Secretary has final 
authority on appointments.    

To find an application, a list of current 
members and committee guidelines go 
to http://doe.sd.gov/oess/cop.aspx. 

As lacking a permanent place to live is a traumatic event, students are highly likely to suffer academically, emotionally, and physically. M-
V students have rights under federal law and the district liaison is charged with assisting the student to obtain the services as defined in 
the statutes. Often the school is the most stable portion of an M-V student’s life. Ensuring that services are provided can make the 
difference in keeping the student involved and progressing towards a successful school career and opportunities as an adult. 
 
Identified students have -  

• Right to immediately enroll in school and to immediate full participation 
• Right to remain in the school they attended while permanently housed  
• Right to immediate free food service without filling out paperwork  
• Right to transportation to the school of origin to ensure no break in school attendance.  
• Right to all services and extra-curricular activities as permanently housed students.  
• Right to Title I services in Title I schools and comparable Title I like services even if they attend a non-Title I school. This is 

particularly important for students in middle school and high schools that are not Title I funded. The requirements for Title I or 
Title I comparable services are essential to help students maintain at grade level. (Title I M-V Set-Aside Funds) 

http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/trauma.php 
http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/sps_resilience.php 
http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/aw_poverty.php 
http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/aw_food.php 
http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/sc_titlei.php 
 
 

Training for School Staff and M-V Liaisons 
Want some quick training?  

Live Sessions- http://center.serve.org/nche/web/group.php 
Self-Paced Videos   - http://center.serve.org/nche/web/s_p.php 
 

http://doe.sd.gov/oess/cop.aspx
mailto:Shannon.malone@state.sd.us
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/cop.aspx
http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/trauma.php
http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/sps_resilience.php
http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/aw_poverty.php
http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/aw_food.php
http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/sc_titlei.php
http://center.serve.org/nche/web/group.php
http://center.serve.org/nche/web/s_p.php


 

Improve Reading Proficiency for Students with Learning Disabilities 
Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) federal 
regulations implemented Special 
Education State Performance Plan 
(SPP). There are 17 indicators which 
can be found at 
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/sped-
SPP.aspx.  

 In 2014, the State Performance Plan 
was updated to create the State 
Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP).  
South Dakota picked Indicator 3, 
reading proficiency rate, as the 
focus area. The goal: Students with 
Specific Learning Disabilities will 
increase reading proficiency prior to 
fourth grade from 33.16% to 41.83% 
by 2018 as measured by the 
statewide assessment. Stakeholders 
determined four strategies:  

Data Analysis: General and Special 
Education Teachers will understand 
and apply evaluation data 
knowledge for instructional decision 
making. 

 
Instructional Practices and Strategies: State 
support Local Education Agencies (LEAs) in 
the implementation of evidence based on 
foundation of reading instruction. 
Collaboration: Strong general education 
and special education collaborations exist 
then students with learning disabilities will 
receive consistent support, 
accommodations and learning across 
settings. 

Family & Community Involvement: Schools 
share and explain information on a child’s 
progress related to foundational reading 
and discuss how families can be involved in 
development of those skills. 

South Dakota has six pilot districts 
implementing strategies. As materials, 
information, training, and data reports are 
developed; it will be shared with districts 
across South Dakota. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Tips to Encourage 

Writing in the Classroom 

1) Use the shared events of 
students' lives to inspire 
writing. 

2) Work with words relevant 
to students' lives to help them 
build vocabulary. 

3) Give students a chance to 
write to an audience for real 
purpose. 

4) Help students ask 
questions about their writing. 

5) Use real world examples to 
reinforce writing conventions. 

6) Use writing to improve 
relations among students. 

7) Spotlight language and 
use group brainstorming to 
help students create poetry. 

8) Practice and play with 
revision techniques. 

9) Use casual talk about 
students' lives to generate 
writing. 

 
10) Give students a chance 
to write to an audience for 
real purpose. 
 
 
Want more tips? Visit: 
http://www.nwp.org/cs/publi
c/print/resource/922#Ninete
en 
 

 

http://doe.sd.gov/oess/sped-SPP.aspx
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/sped-SPP.aspx
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/922%23Nineteen
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/922%23Nineteen
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/922%23Nineteen


 

The 3 C’s of Reading Success 
Being able to read is a necessary life skill. No one would ever argue with this. However, today the issues are how to get 
and how to keep kids reading as they grow. There are three easy things that you can do to help your students succeed in 
reading right now and for the rest of their lives. I call them the 3 C’s of reading. Each piece complements the next and 
none of them are as effective without the other two. 

You might want to sit down for the first one, because it completely bucks all current educational trends. 

#1 – Choice. Numerous studies, both big and small, over the years have indicated that students are more likely to be 
successful in reading when they can choose their own books with absolutely no restrictions – no predetermined lists, no 
point requirements, no reading scores. Most recently this was tested in Rochester, New York 
(http://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/05/27/why-we-should-let-kids-choose-their-own-summer-
reading-books/). Free reading choice also includes being able to “read” in whatever format is best for them – reading 
traditional print books, listening to audio books, and even being read to by someone else. 

#2 – Commitment. Most people who make a commitment to something realize that they take the commitment more 
seriously when they sign something and have a way to track that progress. It’s the same with reading! Not only do many 
kids register for summer reading programs at public libraries and track their reading, the Department of Education offers 
the 20, 24/7 Reading Pledge (http://doe.sd.gov/octe/ReadSDPledge.aspx). Children of any age and parents of young 
children are encouraged to commit to reading at least 20 minutes every day all year round. Being able to practice those 
skills by reading whatever books they enjoy, especially during the summer months, combats loss of reading proficiency 
when kids aren’t in school. This means that they will be prepared in the fall ready to learn. 

#3 – Continuity. While a child needs to read all year-round, which speaks to their commitment, there also needs to be 
partnerships among educational institutions in each community. Schools, public libraries, museums, Boys & Girls Clubs, 4-H, 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, etc. – working together not only saves each entity from duplicating efforts, it also shows how 
important reading is for the success of all those organizations and the strengths of one organization can help fill in gaps 
that another might have. Across the state this summer public libraries are partnering with other community organizations 
to provide the “Every Hero Has a Story” summer reading program. If you aren’t involved with this program, you still can 
be! 

With extremely minimal efforts you can revolutionize the reading achievements of your students by incorporating the 3 
C’s of reading into your existing curriculum! Give it a try – what do you have to lose? 

 

 

Jasmine Rockwell is the Children’s & Youth Services Coordinator for the South Dakota State Library 

 

 

  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/05/27/why-we-should-let-kids-choose-their-own-summer-reading-books/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/05/27/why-we-should-let-kids-choose-their-own-summer-reading-books/
http://doe.sd.gov/octe/ReadSDPledge.aspx


The Office of Career and Technical Education and the Division of Learning and Instruction are currently addressing 
the DOE Aspirations/Goal via a variety of programs and strategies. For expanded information contact: 
 
 
Tiffany Sanderson 
Director; Division of Career & Technical Education 
Phone: 605.773.7006 
Email: tiffany.sanderson@state.sd.us  
 
Or 
 
Becky Nelson 
Director; Division of Learning & Instruction 
Phone: 605.773.4681 
Email: becky.nelson@state.sd.us 
 
To learn more about some of the programs that support the South Dakota Department of Education goal of all 
students prepared for college, career and life visit our web site:  http://doe.sd.gov/outcomes/index.aspx.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tiffany.sanderson@state.sd.us
mailto:becky.nelson@state.sd.us
http://doe.sd.gov/outcomes/index.aspx
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