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Attendance
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5. The Discovery: Explore yourself

6. Wrap-Up

The SD DOE offers a lot of resources 
for South Dakota districts. One of 

those resources is SD-STARS, which 
provides educators data on their 

students through easy-to-
understand reports. Learn more 
about SD-STARS and how one 

school counselor uses SD-STARS to 
compile data and identify students 

at-risk or in need of supports. 



Introductions

 Sara Kock

 SD-STARS Team Lead

 12 Years at the DOE*

 Older Sister

 Rachael Anderson

 Counselor

 9 years at Sioux Falls

 Younger Sister



SD-STARS Basics



What is SD-STARS?

 SD-STARS is…

 Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS)

 Collects and maintains student- and staff-level data

 Links data across entities and over time

 Makes data accessible through reporting and analysis tools



Putting the 
pictures 
together is 
“using data” in 
a longitudinal 
environment. 
This is SD-STARS. 



SD-STARS Vision

AID: Educators have the ability to access and use 
high quality data to aid in informing instruction 
and decision-making.

MEASURE: Students’ outcomes will be 
measured so educators can identify at-risk 
students, examine achievement gaps, 
evaluate programs, recognize strengths, and 
address areas for improvement. 

INFORM: Stakeholders will develop a 
more holistic view of our education 
system and use that picture to inform
systemic change. 
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 Other

 Accuplacer

 ACT

 Advanced Placement 
(AP) Exam

 Birth-to-Three and Pre-
School Section 619 
Assessment (aka: BDI)

 National Career Readiness 
Certificate (NCRC)

 National Student 
Clearinghouse (Post-
Secondary)

Data Warehouse

 State Data Systems

 Infinite Campus

 EdStructure/School Directory

 Perkins

 Dual Credit System

 More!

 State Assessment Files

 ELA, Math, Science

 English Language Proficiency

 Alternate Assessments

For a list of data sources, go to 
https://doe.sd.gov/sdstars/ or 
scan here!
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• Districts determine who gets
and what level of access
they receive. Contact your
SAM for info.

• Permissions in SD-STARS
determine what data you
see. Counselor will see either
school-wide or district-wide
data, depending on what
your district assigned to you.

Teachers

Principals

Superintendent

Special Ed Directors

Accountability Teams

Department of Education

Portal – Secure Website
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State Published 
Reports

•What claims do students consistently do well on or struggle with?  Are 
EL students passing the SD-ELP assessment?  What trends are present in 
ACT scores?

Assessment

•Who is chronically absent?  Are there certain grades that have high 
attendance rate?

Attendance

•How many English learners are in my school?  What percentage of 
students are mobile?  Which students may be considered homeless?

Enrollment

•What are the most prevalent primary disabilities?  How did my district 
do on Indicator 7? 

Special Ed

•How many students are participating in the dual credit programs?  
Who qualified for proactive admission?  Who has a graduation 
endorsement?

Student Outcomes

•Are different students disproportionally participating in CTE programs? 
What students are at risk of dropping out? 

Other

• Reports are always changing.  
Keep informed by joining our 
listserv.

• Most reports have a Report 
Data Interpretation Guide (DIG).  
Use them! They help you 
understand the report

• You can request a report! 
Contact STARSHelp@state.sd.us
for details. 
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The Case: Student 
Longitudinal Attendance



 New class of 6th graders

 School focused on attendance

 Importance of attendance on student achievement, grades, behavior

The Question

How did my students attend 
in prior years?  



STARS Request Form

 When I start the school year, I want to 
know about the attendance of students 
who are coming into my school.  I use 
this to target specific interventions to 
students who were chronically absent in 
prior years…

 The report will help target kids who were 
chronically absent in years prior to 
coming into my school. This will help me 
see where I can intervene early.  To see 
historical attendance using the current 
tools is hard.  This report will make it 
easier. 



The Process



The Investigation: How 
did my student attend in 
prior years? 
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Website: https://doestars.sd.gov
IMPORTANT: You will need 
to have an approved 
account in SD-STARS. To 
get an approved 
account, contact your 
district’s STARS Account 
Manager.







Select the parameters 
you want for the 

report. Then click on 
View Report.



Let’s highlight at some 
specific students



Good attendance but previously chronic

Currently chronic but previously good

Warning but previous years in chronic

Chronic but not previously in South Dakota



Good attendance but previously chronic

Currently chronic but previously good

Warning but previous years in chronic

Chronic but not previously in South Dakota

Let’s find out more about this 
student. Click on the student’s 

name to go to the Student Profile.



Check out 
the different 

tabs







Click on blue arrow to go 
back to attendance 

report



Let’s find out more about this 
and other reports… find the 

DIGs in Content Library or 
Training Center



Click on the 
red link

Type in the name 
of the report



To find out more about the 
report, check out the DIG
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AT.004.00-A 
Student 
Longitudinal 
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Sioux Falls
Ben Reifel
6th Grade

Identify 
groups, dive 
into students

Target 
interventions 
to selected 
students



The Discovery: 
Explore Yourself



What 
questions do 

you have 
about your 
students?

Assessment What claims do students consistently do well on or struggle with?  

Are EL students passing the SD-ELP assessment?  

What trends are present in ACT scores?

Attendance Who is chronically absent?  

Are there certain grades that have high attendance rate?

Has a student’s attendance increased/decreased from prior years?

Enrollment How many English learners are in my school?  

What percentage of students are mobile?

Which students may be considered homeless?

Special Ed What are the most prevalent primary disabilities?  

How did my district do on Indicator 7?

Why are students leaving special ed?

Student 
Outcomes

How many students are participating in the dual credit programs?  

Who qualified for proactive admission?  

Who has a graduation endorsement?

Other Is there disproportional participation in CTE programs? 

What students are at risk of dropping out? 

What students are in their first year of being in the US?



Your turn… Discover what is in SD-STARS

 AT.004.00-A – Student Longitudinal Attendance

 EN.003.01-A – Student Profile

 EW.001.00-A – Early Warning (Middle/High School)

 AS.002.01-A – ACT  Stoplight Report (High School)

 EN.006.00-A – Mobility Report

 EN.008.02-A – McKinney-Vento Student List (aka: homeless)

 EN.009.00-X – Special Ed Trend

 AS.001.01-A – Achievement Cut Score (aka: bubble students)

 SO.003.00-A – Student Graduation Endorsement List (High School)

 EN.005.00-A – Student Withdrawal List

 AT.002.00-A – Student Attendance List 



SD-STARS Staff

EmailName
Jay.Lamb@state.sd.us
605-295-7260

Jay Lamb, Support Lead

Suzanne.Givler@state.sd.us
605-295-3893

Suzanne Givler, Report Lead

Kim.Carlson@state.sd.us
605-773-8062

Kim Carlson, Program Specialist

Jake.Cummings@state.sd.us
605-295-3322

Jake Cummings, Program Specialist

STARSHelp@state.sd.usSTARS Help

SD-STARS Listserv - Sign up at https://www.k12.sd.us/MailingLists/SD-STARS


