
USING SD-STARS DATA TO ENHANCE STUDENT OUTCOMES

Swinging for Success



Ryan Wilcox
SD-STARS Support & Training Lead
 Supports & trains users on the SD-

STARS platform
 Joined in August 2025

Education & Experience
 BFA Elementary Education – Luther 

College
 MS Curriculum & Instruction – Black 

Hills State University
 11 years as an educator
 6 years as tutor
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Goal

Knowledge

What is SD-STARS?

Why use SD-STARS?

Who can access SD-STARS?

Tools

Special Education Community

Special Education Reports

Additional Resources

Leverage data within SD-STARS to support 
student learning



Pregame Show:
What is SD-STARS?



SD-STARS is a Statewide Longitudinal 
Data System (SLDS)

Data Warehouse Secure Portal Report Generator



“

“A test is just a snapshot of a moment in 
time.

UNKNOWN

What if there was a way to take those snapshots and put them 
together into something more meaningful?



The Power of SD-STARS is in 
longitudinal data

Longitudinal data = data from the same group collected over time

SD-STARS stores attendance, assessment, and enrollment data…
 See trends and patterns develop for a student, a school, or a district
 Track true growth, not just snapshots

Districts and Schools can:
 Identify strengths & needs
 Make informed decisions
 Monitor student outcomes



The Mission of SD-STARS

The Educator’s Compass
 Access educational data

 Provide reports 

 Inform stakeholders

 Aid decision making

 Monitor student outcomes



Who can access SD-STARS?

• Districts determine who gets access and 
what level of access they receive.
 Role-based

 Tied to Infinite Campus

 Managed by STARS Account Manager (SAM) 

• Permissions in SD-STARS determine what 
data you see.
 District

 School

 Classroom

Teachers

Principals

Superintendent

Special Ed Directors

Accountability Teams

Department of Education



1st Inning:
Special Education Specific 

Home Run Tools & Resources



Special Education Community

 Maintained by the South Dakota DOE’s Special Education Program staff
 Houses the Special Education Reporting PDFs

o District Annual Performance Reports

o Indicator 8 – Parent Involvement

o Indicator 9 and 10

o LEA Determinations

o Significant Disproportionality

o State Personnel Development Grant

 Who can access: Superintendents & Special Education Directors



Special Education Community



Tool: SP.003.01-A — Special Education Exiter Report

 List of SPED students enrolled during the 
school year

 Enrollment exit codes – if applicable

 SPED exit codes – if applicable

 Spot data discrepancies: Infinite Campus, 
other systems

 Fulfill Indicator 14 reporting requirements

 Analyze exit trends



Tool: SP.004.00-A — SPED Accountability 
Student List Report

 See participation & performance rates of SPED students on state 
assessments

 Connected to Accountability Report Card & Indicator 3 reporting
 Answers questions like:

o How did students with specific disabilities perform on state assessments?

o Which students did not take state assessments?

o Which students scored Level 1 or 2 (not proficient) vs. Level 3 or 4 (proficient) on 
assessments?

 Updates once per year



Tool: SP.004.00-A — SPED Accountability 
Student List Report



Tool: EN.009.00-X – Special Education Trend Report

 Understand demographics of SPED students within your district or school

 By SPED Program

 By SPED Category

 By Primary Disability

 Shows 5 years of data

 Useful for:

 Evaluating programs

 Planning professional development



Tool: EN.009.00-X – Special Education Trend Report



7th Inning Stretch: 
Additional Home Run Tools & 

Resources



Accountability Report Card

 Managed by the Accountability Team & housed in SD-STARS

 Released each Fall

 Analyzes multiple success indicators, including:
o Student Performance

o Student Growth

o English Learners progress & proficiency

o On-time graduation & high school completion

o College & Career Readiness

o Attendance

 Interactive analysis tools are great for goal setting on School Improvement Plans

 Only accessible by District: Accountability or School: Accountability permissions



Tool: AS.001.01-A — Achievement Cut Score Report

 Shows how close student’s scores were to the cutoff between proficiency levels

 Identify “bubble” students on ELA & Math assessments

 Grade-level teams & other PLCs can identify students to monitor & intervene with



Tool: AT.002.00-A – Student Attendance List Report

 Shows absent days, enrolled days, & attendance status of
current students

 Monitor attendance rate & status
 Every 2 weeks or month

 Before IEP meetings

 Links to Student Profile



Tool: AT.002.00-A – Student Attendance List Report



Tool: AT.003-00-A – Student Longitudinal Attendance Report

 Shows 5 years of students’ attendance rates
 Look for long-term attendance trends
 Assess impact of attendance on academic performance
 Links to Student Profile



Tool: AT.003.00-A - Student Longitudinal Attendance 
Report



Tool: EN.003.01-A – Student Profile Report

 Shows current & historical enrollment, attendance, state 
assessment, and SPED information

 Get preliminary information about a new student before receiving 
cum file
 In-state transfers

 In-district transfers



Tool: EN.003.01-A – Student Profile Report



Tool: EW.001.00-A – Early Warning Report

 Identifies middle and high school students at risk of dropping out
 National Center for Learning Disabilities – “Students with 

disabilities are two times as likely to drop out of high school than 
their non-disabled peers.”

 Helps answer:
 Which students are at risk?
 Have they been at risk for multiple years?

 Which indicator is most prevalent for my school?



Tool: EW.001.00-A – Early Warning Report



Post-Game Recap



Why use SD-STARS?

 A statewide longitudinal data system (SLDS)

 Data warehouse

 Secure portal

 Report generator

 Longitudinal data to track trends

 Educator’s compass

 Inform stakeholders

 Aid decision making

 Monitor student outcomes



How can we help you get started?

Helpful Resources
• Training Center

• Content Library

• Data Interpretation Guides 
(DIGs)

• SD-STARS Listserv

Contacts
• STARS Account Managers 

(SAMs)

• STARS Help Desk – 
STARSHelp@state.sd.us

Trainings
• New to SD-STARS On-

Demand course

• District User Regional 
Training (Fall 2026)



Your SD-STARS Toolbox

Special Education 
Community

• Special Education Reporting 
PDFs

• Available to Superintendents & 
Special Education Directors 

Special Education 
Reports

• Special Education Exiter 
Report

• SPED Accountability Student 
List Report

• Special Education Trend 
Report

Additional Tools & 
Resources

• Accountability Report Card

• Achievement Cut Score Report

• Student Attendance List 
Report

• Student Longitudinal 
Attendance Report

• Student Profile Report

• Early Warning Report

Create Your SD-STARS Playbook:
• What’s one resource you plan to try 

within the next week? Next month? 
Next school year?

• What’s one resource you plan to 
share with a share with a colleague? 
How will you pitch it to them?



Thank you for attending!

SD-STARS Team

Ryan Wilcox 
Support & Training Lead

ryan.wilcox@state.sd.us
STARSHelp@state.sd.us

Evelyn Watson
Report Lead

evelyn.watson.@state.sd.us

Jake Cummings
Program Specialist

jake.cummings@state.sd.us

Kim Carlson
Assistant Administrator

kim.carlson@state.sd.us

Michael Ochoa
Administrator

michael.ochoa@state.sd.us
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