
         
         

     
           
       

    
     
      

     
  

  
  

Swinging for Success: Using SD-STARS Data to Enhance Student Outcomes 

What is SD-STARS?

Special Education Community

SD-STARS (South Dakota Student Teacher

Accountability Reporting System) is a

statewide longitudinal data system whose

purpose is to empower educators with high-

quality, easy-to-understand data to support

instruction and decision-making.

SD-STARS Portal: https://doestars.sd.gov

SD-STARS Webpage: https://doe.sd.gov/sdstars

Power of Longitudinal Data

Longitudinal data is data that is collected 
from the same group over a period of 
time. Each piece of data is important, but 
broader trends and patterns emerge 
when examining that same data over 
multiple years. This enables educators to 
identify strengths and needs, make 
informed decisions, and monitor student 
outcomes. 

The Special Education Community in SD-STARS is managed by the South Dakota 
Department of Education Special Education Program staff, and houses a variety of 
resources for Superintendents and Special Education Directors. This hub also provides 
secure access to the Special Education Reporting PDFs. To access, simply click on 
Special Ed underneath the Communities tab in the SD-STARS portal. 

Special Education-Specific Tools

Report Description Use Cases 

SP.003.01-A 
Special Education 

Exiter 

List of SPED students enrolled during 
school year with enrollment and SPED 
exit codes (if applicable). 

Fulfill reporting requirement 
Spot data discrepancies 
Analyze exit trends 

SP.004.00-A 
SPED 

Accountability 
Student List 

Shows participation and performance 
rates of SPED students on ELA and Math 
state assessments. 

How did students with 
specific disabilites perform? 
Which students did not take 
the state assessments? 
Which students scored Level 
1 or 2 (not proficient) vs Level 
3 or 4 (proficient)? 

EN.009.00-X 
Special Education 

Trend 

Breaks down demographics of SPED 
students by program, category, or 
primary disability over 5 years. 

Evaluate programs 
Plan professional 
development 
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Next StepsGetting Started

Additional Tools & Resources

Accountability Report Card 

Interactive report released each fall that analyzes multiple 
success indicators such as student performance, student 
progress, and school environment. Need District: Accountability 
or School: Accountability permissions in SD-STARS. 

AS.001.01.A 
Achievement Cut Score 

Shows how close a student’s score was to the cutoff score on 
state assessments. Useful in identifying “bubble “ students. 

AT.002.00-A 
Student Attendance List 

Shows absent days, enrolled days, and attendance status of 
current students. Great for monitoring. 

AT.004.00-A 
Student Longitudinal 

Attendance 

Shows 5 years of students’ absent days, enrolled days, and 
attendance status. Perfect for identifying trends. 

EN.003.01-A 
Student Profile 

Lists detailed current and historical enrollment, attendance, 
state assessment, and SPED information. Helpful in learning 
more about new students. 

EW.001.00-A 
Early WArning 

Shows middle and high school students and characteristics 
making them vulnerable to dropout. 

Helpful Resources 

Training Center 

Content Library 

Data Interpretation Guides (DIGs) 

SD-STARS Listserv 

Contacts 

STARS Account Managers - Educational 

Directory 

STARS Help Desk - STARSHelp@state.sd.us 

Trainings 

New to SD-STARS On-Demand course 

District User Regional Training (Fall 2026) 

What is one resource you plan to use within 
the next week? Next month? Next school 
year? 

What’s one resource you plan to share with 
a collegue? How will you pitch it to them? 
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