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INTRODUCTION:

Over the past 125 years, there have been countless changes in education including the resources and
technology tools available to educators. Just think of the changes that have been made since South
Dakota’s Centennial in 1989. Whether it be the internet, ebooks, mp3s, online databases and classes, or
encyclopedias that no longer occupy bookshelves, the past 25 years have moved at a very fast pace. One
can only speculate what the next 25 will bring to the face of education. Nonetheless, it is sure to be filled
with many more exciting opportunities.

To commemorate South Dakota’s Quasquicentennial, the State Library Division of the Department of Education has developed 125
school and classroom activities that include some of the resources currently available to teachers and students in South Dakota:
Common Core State Standards, Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings and Standards, and subscription electronic resources
from the South Dakota State Library. The activities are arranged by grade span (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12) with additional school-
wide projects including map, field trip, and guest speaker ideas. Many activities can be adapted across grade levels and cover the
spectrum of higher order thinking skills. These activities may lead to further projects and actions that allow students to question
and explore the world in which they live.

All activities have been aligned to college and career readiness anchor standards (CCR) for the

commoncore Common Core State Standards for literacy as an example of how they can be used in the classroom.
S — Teachers are encouraged to consider the classroom objective and purpose by viewing the specific

: standards for their grade as they implement these activities. Visit

doe.sd.gov/octe/commoncoreStandards.aspx to view the Common Core State Standards for Literacy

and other content area standards at doe.sd.gov/ContentStandards/index.aspx.

Students need to have both a window and mirror to the world in order to find meaning and
belonging. The Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings and Standards (OSEU) outline course
content for curriculum and coursework in South Dakota American Indian history and culture. These
125 activities have been aligned to the essential understandings to imbed this multi-cultural
perspective for all South Dakota students through classroom instruction. Visit
indianeducation.sd.gov/ocetisakowin.aspx to view a copy of the Oceti Sakowin Essential
Understandings and Standards. Additional information is also available through the Wol akota
Project at wolakotaproject.org.

It is significantly important for students to make decisions that are grounded in evidence as they
grow to be active, productive citizens of their community and South Dakota. The activities for the
four grade spans also include suggested electronic resources that are subscribed to by the South
Dakota State Library (SDSL). Many of these resources can also be used for the school-wide projects
including map, field trip, and guest speaker ideas. Direct yourself to the resources that are
appropriate for your specific grade level.

The online eresources provide access to vetted information and are a great starting point for establishing background knowledge.
Each school has free, direct access to the SDSL online resources. Visit library.sd.gov/LIB/ERD/onlineresources.aspx to access these
eresources. Suggested grade levels are provided for many of the eresources that are ideal for classroom use.

Additional resources for each activity may be needed. These may be available through your school library, public library, local
museums, the SD Historical Society (history.sd.gov) and SD Hall of Fame (sdhalloffame.com/) and SDSL print collections
(library.sd.gov).
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1. Partner with your school librarian to participate in the South Dakota Prairie Pasque Award program.
Have students vote according to the guidelines. Complete details can be found at:
library.sd.gov/LIB/CYS/prairieawards/index.aspx.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Reading 5 — Craft and Structure: Analyze the structure of texts, OSEU s: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the  tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories

text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
the whole. historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

2. Become reading buddies with a younger classroom. Select books from the Prairie Bud Award
nominees to read to them. Locate information about the author to share with the buddy.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, SIRS Discoverer, Gale Virtual Reference
Library

CCR for Reading 10 - Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: =~ OSEU 7: The essential philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin wicoun (way of life) is

Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts based on the values of the Oceti Sakowin which has created resiliency of the

independently and proficiently. Oyate. Tribal communities have put considerable efforts into economic
development ventures, Tribal universities, alternative education, wellness
centers, cultural, traditions and language revitalization.

3. Develop a trivia game on South Dakota history. Assign small groups of students to a specific topic
relating to South Dakota history. Each group will develop questions on topics such as agriculture,
culture, mining, education, transportation, industry, etc.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student (Explore South Dakota), SIRS Discoverer, Gale Virtual Reference
Library (Worldmark Encyclopedia of the States)

CCR for Reading 2 — Key Ideas and Details: Determine central ideas or OSEU 2: There is variety and resiliency among individual Tribal people as

themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key identity is developed, defined and redefined by entities, organization and

supporting details and ideas. people. A continuum of tribal identity, unique to each individual, ranges from
assimilated to traditional lifestyle. There is no “generic American Indian”.

4. Research each of the territorial and state governors of South Dakota and highlights of each governor's
term of office. Use information from this research to create presentations for students to perform
during an open house “wax museum” for parents to attend.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Advanced, HeritageQuest (Book Collection)

CCR for Speaking and Listening 4 — Presentation of Knowledge and OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
Ideas: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that  tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories

listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.
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5. Create a timeline of events in South Dakota from territorial days to statehood, comparing it with the
history and events of the United States during the same time period. How do these events compare to
today? This could be displayed in the school or in the community.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Discoverer, World Book Advanced (Timeline)

CCR for Writing 8 — Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Gather ~ OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral

relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
while avoiding plagiarism. historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

6. Explore the history and craft of artwork specific to South Dakota such as beadwork, quilting, or
painting. Invite an artist to visit your class to help your class create such art.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: CAMIO, Gale Virtual Reference Library

CCR for Reading 10 - Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: =~ OSEU 3: The origin, thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin continues

Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts in the contemporary lifestyles of Tribal members. Tribal cultures, traditions

independently and proficiently. and languages are incorporated and are observed by many Tribal members
both on and off the reservations.

7. Assemble a classroom museum of South Dakota's present plants, rocks, minerals etc. Include
informational descriptions with the collection.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: Gale Virtual Reference Library, World Book Student

CCR for Writing 8 — Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Gather ~ OSEU a: The original land base and natural resources of the Oceti Sakowin

relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the were under communal stewardship prior to immigrant settlement. The Oceti
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information Sakowin tribes have a distinct and unique interrelationship with the
while avoiding plagiarism. environment that contributes to South Dakota.

8. Research famous South Dakotans who were or are known on the national level, both living and
deceased. Map their place of residence and include evidence that outlines their claim to fame.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: SIRS Discover, SIRS Issues Researcher, World Book Student (Explore South Dakota)

CCR for Writing 1 — Text Types and Purposes: Write arguments to OSEU 1: The original land base and natural resources of the Oceti Sakowin
support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid were under communal stewardship prior to immigrant settlement. The Oceti
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. Sakowin tribes have a distinct and unique interrelationship with the

environment that contributes to South Dakota.

9. Select one present or former South Dakotan who has served South Dakota at the national level. Write
and/or present his or her biography and duties while in office.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: SIRS Discoverer, World Book Student

CCR for Language 6 — Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Acquire and OSEU 2: There is variety and resiliency among individual Tribal people as
use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words identity is developed, defined and redefined by entities, organization and
and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the  people. A continuum of tribal identity, unique to each individual, ranges from
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in assimilated to traditional lifestyle. There is no “generic American Indian”.

gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

\‘ south dakota o south dakota
STATE LIBRARY — DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

= Learning. Leadership. Service.

3 —3-5 GradeSpan

== Leodership. Innevation. Excellence.



10. Gather data to develop a population chart showing the growth in population in South Dakota from
territorial days of 1860 to the present date. This could also include the population of the student's own
city or county. Discuss and explain population trends.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, Gale Virtual Reference

CCR for Speaking and Listening 4 - Presentation of Knowledge and OSEU 6: Federal policies and treaties put into place throughout American
Ideas: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that  history have affected Oceti Sakowin people adversely. Tribes as sovereign
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, nations have the authority to enter into government to government

development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. relationships. Currently, the relationships with the States are not the same

for each tribe.

11. Research the significance of local county and city names. Make connections between these names
and other locations nationally. What names are specific to the state? What are recognized nationally?

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: HeritageQuest, World Book Student

CCR for Vocabulary 5 - Acquisition and Use: Demonstrate OSEU 3: The origin, thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin continues

understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. in the contemporary lifestyles of Tribal members. Tribal cultures, traditions
and languages are incorporated and are observed by many Tribal members
both on and off the reservations.

12. Compile family traditions, family customs, food habits, favorite recipes etc. which have been handed
down through generations of the family. Prepare a classroom meal of these foods and participate in
some of the customs and traditions.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: Gale Virtual Reference Library, World Book Student

CCR for Vocabulary 6 — Acquisition and Use: Acquire and use OSEU 3: The origin, thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin continues
accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and in the contemporary lifestyles of Tribal members. Tribal cultures, traditions
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the and languages are incorporated and are observed by many Tribal members
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in both on and off the reservations.

gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

13. Research primary source letters, journals, and traditional winter counts. Students then develop a
format to record events of the class, school or community for one year.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Advanced, Gale Virtual Reference Library

CCR for Writing 3 — Text Types and Purposes: Write narratives to OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
develop real orimagined experiences or events using effective tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently

historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

14. Construct an abbreviated history of each family member in the format of your choice.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: HeritageQuest, AncestryLibrary

CCR for Writing 6 — Production and Distribution of Writing: Use OSEU 4: The Oceti Sakowin kinship systems provide a framework for both
technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to  individual and group behavior. Its unwritten rules promote harmony,
interact and collaborate with others. compromise, a sense of order, and group cohesion.
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15. Work with your local museum to create a grab bag filled with old items. Select something out of the
bag, explain what it is and how it is used. Have students bring old and obsolete gadgets and objects to
school and explain their use and purpose to the rest of the class. Have an antiques school fair or bring
antiques for show-and-tell.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, CAMIO

CCR for Writing 7 — Research to Build and Present Knowledge: OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
investigation. historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

16. Based on a book by a South Dakota author or with a South Dakota theme, write and perform a play
or skit for parents or the Parent-Teacher Association.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, Gale Virtual Reference Library

CCR for Writing 4 — Production and Distribution of Writing: Produce OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral

clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and  tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

17. Assemble a classroom of the past containing significant items that were once used in education, for
example, filmstrips and projectors, slate boards, etc. Invite other classes to tour this classroom. Have
students act as tour guides and explain how these items have become obsolete.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: CAMIO, World Book Advanced

CCR for Speaking and Listening 4 — Presentation of Knowledge and OSEU 3: The origin, thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin continues
Ideas: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that  in the contemporary lifestyles of Tribal members. Tribal cultures, traditions
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, and languages are incorporated and are observed by many Tribal members
development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. both on and off the reservations.

18. Imagine you are child during settlement times in South Dakota. Write an imaginary history or keep
a diary on an imaginary life at that time.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, HeritageQuest (Book Collection)

CCR for Writing 3 — Text Types and Purposes: Write narratives to OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
develop real orimagined experiences or events using effective tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently

historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.
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19. Adopt a town in another state. Contact their Chamber of Commerce asking for information about
them and telling them about your town’s celebrations of South Dakota's 125th.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, SIRS Discoverer, Gale Virtual Reference Library

CCR for Writing 2 — Text Types and Purposes: Write OSEU 7: The essential philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin wicoun (way of life) is
informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and  based on the values of the Oceti Sakowin which has created resiliency of the
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, Oyate. Tribal communities have put considerable efforts into economic
organization, and analysis of content. development ventures, Tribal universities, alternative education, wellness

centers, cultural, traditions and language revitalization.

20. Design a postcard depicting a person, place or thing significant to South Dakota. Include a caption
on the back of the postcard.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, SIRS Discoverer, Gale Virtual Reference
Library, CAMIO

CCR for Language 1 - Conventions of Standard English: Demonstrate ~ OSEU 7: The essential philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin wicoun (way of life) is

command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage based on the values of the Oceti Sakowin which has created resiliency of the

when writing or speaking. Oyate. Tribal communities have put considerable efforts into economic
development ventures, Tribal universities, alternative education, wellness
centers, cultural, traditions and language revitalization.

21. Prepare a tourist guide featuring South Dakota historical sites including descriptions and
photographs.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, SIRS Discoverer, Gale Virtual Reference
Library, CAMIO, AncestryLibrary, HeritageQuest

CCR for Language 2 - Conventions of Standard English: Demonstrate ~ OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral

command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories

punctuation, and spelling when writing. mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

22. Choose a South Dakota occupation based on areas researched for part of the 125th classroom
celebration. Then create business cards showcasing this expertise. Host a meet and greet for students
and their parents where the students share their business cards and a thirty-second “elevator speech.”

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Writing 6 — Production and Distribution of Writing: Use OSEU 7: The essential philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin wicoun (way of life) is
technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing andto  based on the values of the Oceti Sakowin which has created resiliency of the
interact and collaborate with others. Oyate. Tribal communities have put considerable efforts into economic

development ventures, Tribal universities, alternative education, wellness
centers, cultural, traditions and language revitalization.
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23. Make 3D models of different types of homes that people have lived in throughout South Dakota
history. Include an information sheet that contains details of the home such as the time period and
materials used.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, Gale Virtual Reference Library, CAMIO

CCR for Writing 2 — Text Types and Purposes: Write OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and  tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
organization, and analysis of content. historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

24. Organize a walking tour of the surrounding community to search out architectural features of the
buildings. Upon return to the classroom, select one building the class feels should be on the registry of
historical landmarks. Compile research and report your findings to the city council.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, Gale Virtual Reference Library

CCR for Writing g9 — Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Draw OSEU 7: The essential philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin wicoun (way of life) is

evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, based on the values of the Oceti Sakowin which has created resiliency of the

reflection, and research. Oyate. Tribal communities have put considerable efforts into economic
development ventures, Tribal universities, alternative education, wellness
centers, cultural, traditions and language revitalization.

25. Host a poetry jam for younger grades that showcases student poetry about South Dakota.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Language 1 - Conventions of Standard English: Demonstrate ~ OSEU 2: There is variety and resiliency among individual Tribal people as

command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage identity is developed, defined and redefined by entities, organization and

when writing or speaking. people. A continuum of tribal identity, unique to each individual, ranges from
assimilated to traditional lifestyle. There is no “generic American Indian”.
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