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INTRODUCTION:

Over the past 125 years, there have been countless changes in education including the resources and
technology tools available to educators. Just think of the changes that have been made since South
Dakota’s Centennial in 1989. Whether it be the internet, ebooks, mp3s, online databases and classes, or
encyclopedias that no longer occupy bookshelves, the past 25 years have moved at a very fast pace. One
can only speculate what the next 25 will bring to the face of education. Nonetheless, it is sure to be filled
with many more exciting opportunities.

To commemorate South Dakota’s Quasquicentennial, the State Library Division of the Department of Education has developed 125
school and classroom activities that include some of the resources currently available to teachers and students in South Dakota:
Common Core State Standards, Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings and Standards, and subscription electronic resources
from the South Dakota State Library. The activities are arranged by grade span (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12) with additional school-
wide projects including map, field trip, and guest speaker ideas. Many activities can be adapted across grade levels and cover the
spectrum of higher order thinking skills. These activities may lead to further projects and actions that allow students to question
and explore the world in which they live.

All activities have been aligned to college and career readiness anchor standards (CCR) for the

commoncore Common Core State Standards for literacy as an example of how they can be used in the classroom.
S — Teachers are encouraged to consider the classroom objective and purpose by viewing the specific

: standards for their grade as they implement these activities. Visit

doe.sd.gov/octe/commoncoreStandards.aspx to view the Common Core State Standards for Literacy

and other content area standards at doe.sd.gov/ContentStandards/index.aspx.

Students need to have both a window and mirror to the world in order to find meaning and
belonging. The Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings and Standards (OSEU) outline course
content for curriculum and coursework in South Dakota American Indian history and culture. These
125 activities have been aligned to the essential understandings to imbed this multi-cultural
perspective for all South Dakota students through classroom instruction. Visit
indianeducation.sd.gov/ocetisakowin.aspx to view a copy of the Oceti Sakowin Essential
Understandings and Standards. Additional information is also available through the Wol akota
Project at wolakotaproject.org.

It is significantly important for students to make decisions that are grounded in evidence as they
grow to be active, productive citizens of their community and South Dakota. The activities for the
four grade spans also include suggested electronic resources that are subscribed to by the South
Dakota State Library (SDSL). Many of these resources can also be used for the school-wide projects
including map, field trip, and guest speaker ideas. Direct yourself to the resources that are
appropriate for your specific grade level.

The online eresources provide access to vetted information and are a great starting point for establishing background knowledge.
Each school has free, direct access to the SDSL online resources. Visit library.sd.gov/LIB/ERD/onlineresources.aspx to access these
eresources. Suggested grade levels are provided for many of the eresources that are ideal for classroom use.

Additional resources for each activity may be needed. These may be available through your school library, public library, local
museums, the SD Historical Society (history.sd.gov) and SD Hall of Fame (sdhalloffame.com/) and SDSL print collections
(library.sd.gov).
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1. Partner with your school librarian to participate in the South Dakota YARP Award program. Have
students vote according to the guidelines. Complete details can be found at:
library.sd.gov/LIB/YAS/yarp/index.aspxX.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: SIRS Discoverer, World Book Advance

CCR for Reading 5 — Craft and Structure: Analyze the structure of OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions  tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories

of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
other and the whole. historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

2. Create a "Who's Who of South Dakota" of the present time as well as the past, compiling biographical
details into a digital format that can be shared in the school and community.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced

CCR for Writing 8 — Research to Build and Present Knowledge: OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
information while avoiding plagiarism. historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

3. Plan, write and produce a digital video or slide show (PowerPoint, Prezi, or Haiku Deck for example)
depicting the history and progress of the school or community since it was established.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student (Timeline), World Book Advanced (Timeline), SIRS Issues Researcher
(My Analysis, Note Organizer)

CCR for Writing 6 — Production and Distribution of Writing: Use OSEU 2: There is variety and resiliency among individual Tribal people as
technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and identity is developed, defined and redefined by entities, organization and
to interact and collaborate with others. people. A continuum of tribal identity, unique to each individual, ranges from

assimilated to traditional lifestyle. There is no “generic American Indian”.

4. Compare South Dakota’s population by decade to other information such as weather, income, or
national events. Create a theory about population trends based on this information. Find details that
support your theory. Build an infographic of this information. Use census.gov to acquire population
data.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, SIRS Discoverer, Gale Virtual Reference Library, AncestryLibrary,
HeritageQuest

CCR for Reading 1 - Key Ideas and Details: Read closely to determine OSEU 7: The essential philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin wicoun (way of life)

what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite is based on the values of the Oceti Sakowin which has created resiliency of
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support the Oyate. Tribal communities have put considerable efforts into economic
conclusions drawn from the text. development ventures, Tribal universities, alternative education, wellness

centers, cultural, traditions and language revitalization.
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5. Locate job advertisements in any current South Dakota newspaper. Research the history of this job
or careers in this field. Compare the past and present day wages, qualifications, and other notable
differences.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced

CCR for Reading g — Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Analyze OSEU 7: The essential philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin wicoun (way of life)
how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build is based on the values of the Oceti Sakowin which has created resiliency of
knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. the Oyate. Tribal communities have put considerable efforts into economic

development ventures, Tribal universities, alternative education, wellness
centers, cultural, traditions and language revitalization.

6. Create an online field journal of your region in the form of a wiki. Students will compile information
on plants and grains, animals (living and extinct), rocks, minerals, fossils, climate, etc. Locate the wiki
another class has created. Make comparisons between information presented in each wiki.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, Gale Virtual Reference Library

CCR for Writing 2 — Text Types and Purposes: Write OSEU 1: The original land base and natural resources of the Oceti Sakowin
informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas were under communal stewardship prior to immigrant settlement. The Oceti
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, Sakowin tribes have a distinct and unique interrelationship with the
organization, and analysis of content. environment that contributes to South Dakota.

7. Research the history of buffalo in South Dakota. Include comparisons between the historical and
present-day uses, cultural significance, and ranching practices and revitalization efforts.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: Gale Virtual Reference Library, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Reading 1 — Key Ideas and Details: Read closely to determine OSEU 3: The origin, thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin continues
what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences fromit; cite  in the contemporary lifestyles of Tribal members. Tribal cultures, traditions
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support and languages are incorporated and are observed by many Tribal members
conclusions drawn from the text. both on and off the reservations.

8. Research the types of team sports played in South Dakota 125 years ago or team sports that have
grown in popularity since statehood. In groups, have students select a sport and create a timeline
depicting how the sport has developed over time within the state.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources for background information: SIRS Discoverer, Gale Virtual Reference Library

CCR for Writing 8 — Research to Build and Present Knowledge: OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
information while avoiding plagiarism. historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.
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9. Research the lives of South Dakota artists, musicians, vocalists, actors, and writers. Curate examples
of their work in a digital gallery.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, SIRS, ProQuest, Gale Virtual Reference Library

CCR for Writing 6 — Production and Distribution of Writing: Use OSEU 3: The origin, thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin continues
technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and in the contemporary lifestyles of Tribal members. Tribal cultures, traditions
to interact and collaborate with others. and languages are incorporated and are observed by many Tribal members

both on and off the reservations.

10. Create an electronic bookshelf reviewing books by South Dakota authors or on South Dakota
related themes. Host this bookshelf on your school library website.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, SIRS, ProQuest, Gale Virtual Reference
Library

CCR for Language 6 — Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Acquire and OSEU 3: The origin, thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin continues

use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words in the contemporary lifestyles of Tribal members. Tribal cultures, traditions
and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at and languages are incorporated and are observed by many Tribal members
the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in both on and off the reservations.

gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.

11. Research ghost towns that existed across the state. Write an imaginary life history of an individual
who might have lived in one of those towns.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: ProQuest, HeritageQuest (Book Collection)

CCR for Writing 3 — Text Types and Purposes: Write narratives to OSEU &: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
develop real orimagined experiences or events using effective tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently

historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

12. Create a weekly classroom news program highlighting major historical events in the state over the
past 125 years using a multimedia format. Link the news program to your school website.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, SIRS Discoverer, Gale Virtual Reference
Library, HeritageQuest (Book Collection)

CCR for Writing 3 — Text Types and Purposes: Write narratives to OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
develop real orimagined experiences or events using effective tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently

historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

13. Using primary source documents develop your family tree and make comparisons between the
lives of your relatives and historical events within the state or country during the same time period.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: AncestryLibrary, HeritageQuest, Sanborn Maps, World Book Advanced

CCR for Writing 4 — Production and Distribution of Writing: Produce OSEU 4: The Oceti Sakowin kinship systems provide a framework for both
clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and  individual and group behavior. Its unwritten rules promote harmony,
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. compromise, a sense of order, and group cohesion.
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14. Study the weather patterns of the past 125 years in South Dakota and make inferences on how they
affected agriculture, business, or other industries in the state.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: ProQuest, Gale Virtual Reference Library

CCR for Reading 1 — Key Ideas and Details: Read closely to determine OSEU 1: The original land base and natural resources of the Oceti Sakowin
what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite ~ were under communal stewardship prior to immigrant settlement. The Oceti
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support Sakowin tribes have a distinct and unique interrelationship with the
conclusions drawn from the text. environment that contributes to South Dakota.

15. In groups, have students imagine they are going on a trip across South Dakota to visit as many
historical landmarks as possible. The groups are each given $1500 to make their trip. They need to
create an itinerary including all locations, travel routes, dates and times that indicate how long the trip
will take, and expenses such as hotels, meals, gas, etc.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: Gale Virtual Reference Library, HeritageQuest (Book Collection), World Book Advanced,
SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Writing 2 — Text Types and Purposes: Write OSEU 7: The essential philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin wicoun (way of life)
informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas is based on the values of the Oceti Sakowin which has created resiliency of

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, the Oyate. Tribal communities have put considerable efforts into economic
organization, and analysis of content. development ventures, Tribal universities, alternative education, wellness

centers, cultural, traditions and language revitalization.

16. Select a picture book by a South Dakota author or with a South Dakota theme to develop into a
reader’s theatre that can be performed for an elementary class.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: SIRS Discoverer, World Book Student

CCR for Language 3 — Knowledge of Language: Apply knowledge of OSEU 2: There is variety and resiliency among individual Tribal people as

language to understand how language functions in different contexts, identity is developed, defined and redefined by entities, organization and
to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend people. A continuum of tribal identity, unique to each individual, ranges from
more fully when reading or listening. assimilated to traditional lifestyle. There is no “generic American Indian”.

17. Compile a list of important people/places in South Dakota. Then use that list to create a fun
activity book of puzzles, word finds, etc. that can be distributed to the younger grades.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, Gale Virtual Reference Library, SIRS
Discoverer

CCR for Language 5 - Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Demonstrate OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral

understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.
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18. Make a chart using an online tool that outlines the key details of the community by decade. Link the
events from each decade to world events during that same time period.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, Gale Virtual Reference Library, HeritageQuest
(Book Collection), Sanborn Maps

CCR for Reading 2 - Key Ideas and Details: Determine central ideas or
themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.

OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

19. Select and research the history of the electric and farmers cooperatives, or other collaborative
organizations. Create brochures for each of these entities that they can distribute during 125th
celebration events.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: Gale Virtual Reference Library, World Book Advanced, HeritageQuest (Book Collection)

CCR for Writing 4 — Production and Distribution of Writing: Produce
clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

OSEU 7: The essential philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin wicoun (way of life)
is based on the values of the Oceti Sakowin which has created resiliency of
the Oyate. Tribal communities have put considerable efforts into economic
development ventures, Tribal universities, alternative education, wellness
centers, cultural, traditions and language revitalization.

20. Do a pictorial history of the buildings in the community including houses, business, and public
places such as the hospital and library. Cite dates, places and events related to each building. Develop
this information into an informational flier or webpage that can be shared through the local historical
society.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: HeritageQuest (Book Collection), Sanborn Maps

CCR for Writing 8 — Research to Build and Present Knowledge:
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources,
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the

OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently

information while avoiding plagiarism. historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

21. Brainstorm a list of the top 10 firsts for our state. In groups students will research one of the firsts
and present their findings during daily announcements or in a podcast in a creative and entertaining
manner.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Advanced, Gale Virtual Reference Library

CCR for Speaking and Listening 4 - Presentation of Knowledge and OSEU &: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
Ideas: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that  tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

\‘ south dakota o south dakota
STATE LIBRARY — DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

= Learning. Leadership. Service.

6 — 6-8 GradeSpan

== Leodership. Innevation. Excellence.



22. Outline developments in farming, ranching and other industries in the state including advancement
in equipment, energy and science. Have students identify and defend the one advancement that has
been most essential to South Dakota. Based on evidence presented, the class will select what they think
is the single most important advancement for South Dakota.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Advanced, Gale Virtual Reference Library, ProQuest

CCR for Speaking and Listening 3 — Comprehension and OSEU 7: The essential philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin wicoun (way of life)
Collaboration: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of  is based on the values of the Oceti Sakowin which has created resiliency of
evidence and rhetoric. the Oyate. Tribal communities have put considerable efforts into economic

development ventures, Tribal universities, alternative education, wellness
centers, cultural, traditions and language revitalization.

23. Explore the historical debate on the location of the state capitol. Have groups select a town to
represent in a class debate. Using what they learned from the historical debate and current
information, they will defend their choice for a new state capitol after 125 years of statehood.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: HeritageQuest (Book Collection), World Book Advanced, Sanborn Maps

CCR for Speaking and Listening 6 - Presentation of Knowledge and OSEU 5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral

Ideas: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
appropriate. historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

24. Using research and information gathered for classroom and school-wide 125th celebration
activities as evidence, have students write letters to the editor of the local newspaper describing the
best part of living in South Dakota.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student, World Book Advanced, SIRS Discoverer, Gale Virtual Reference
Library, HeritageQuest Book Collection, Sanborn Maps

CCR for Writing g9 — Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Draw OSEU 2: There is variety and resiliency among individual Tribal people as

evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, identity is developed, defined and redefined by entities, organization and

reflection, and research. people. A continuum of tribal identity, unique to each individual, ranges from
assimilated to traditional lifestyle. There is no “generic American Indian”.

25. Write, perform, and produce poetry trailers using online tools such as Animoto that include word
imagery of life in South Dakota.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: Gale Virtual Reference Library, World Book Advanced, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Language 3 - Knowledge of Language: Apply knowledge of OSEU 3: The origin, thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin continues

language to understand how language functions in different contexts, in the contemporary lifestyles of Tribal members. Tribal cultures, traditions
to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend and languages are incorporated and are observed by many Tribal members
more fully when reading or listening. both on and off the reservations.
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