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INTRODUCTION:

Over the past 125 years, there have been countless changes in education including the resources and
technology tools available to educators. Just think of the changes that have been made since South
Dakota’s Centennial in 1989. Whether it be the internet, ebooks, mp3s, online databases and classes, or
encyclopedias that no longer occupy bookshelves, the past 25 years have moved at a very fast pace. One
can only speculate what the next 25 will bring to the face of education. Nonetheless, it is sure to be filled
with many more exciting opportunities.

To commemorate South Dakota’s Quasquicentennial, the State Library Division of the Department of Education has developed 125
school and classroom activities that include some of the resources currently available to teachers and students in South Dakota:
Common Core State Standards, Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings and Standards, and subscription electronic resources
from the South Dakota State Library. The activities are arranged by grade span (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12) with additional school-
wide projects including map, field trip, and guest speaker ideas. Many activities can be adapted across grade levels and cover the
spectrum of higher order thinking skills. These activities may lead to further projects and actions that allow students to question
and explore the world in which they live.

All activities have been aligned to college and career readiness anchor standards (CCR) for the

commoncore Common Core State Standards for literacy as an example of how they can be used in the classroom.
S — Teachers are encouraged to consider the classroom objective and purpose by viewing the specific

: standards for their grade as they implement these activities. Visit

doe.sd.gov/octe/commoncoreStandards.aspx to view the Common Core State Standards for Literacy

and other content area standards at doe.sd.gov/ContentStandards/index.aspx.

Students need to have both a window and mirror to the world in order to find meaning and
belonging. The Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings and Standards (OSEU) outline course
content for curriculum and coursework in South Dakota American Indian history and culture. These
125 activities have been aligned to the essential understandings to imbed this multi-cultural
perspective for all South Dakota students through classroom instruction. Visit
indianeducation.sd.gov/ocetisakowin.aspx to view a copy of the Oceti Sakowin Essential
Understandings and Standards. Additional information is also available through the Wol akota
Project at wolakotaproject.org.

It is significantly important for students to make decisions that are grounded in evidence as they
grow to be active, productive citizens of their community and South Dakota. The activities for the
four grade spans also include suggested electronic resources that are subscribed to by the South
Dakota State Library (SDSL). Many of these resources can also be used for the school-wide projects
including map, field trip, and guest speaker ideas. Direct yourself to the resources that are
appropriate for your specific grade level.

The online eresources provide access to vetted information and are a great starting point for establishing background knowledge.
Each school has free, direct access to the SDSL online resources. Visit library.sd.gov/LIB/ERD/onlineresources.aspx to access these
eresources. Suggested grade levels are provided for many of the eresources that are ideal for classroom use.

Additional resources for each activity may be needed. These may be available through your school library, public library, local
museums, the SD Historical Society (history.sd.gov) and SD Hall of Fame (sdhalloffame.com/) and SDSL print collections
(library.sd.gov).
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1. Partner with your school librarian to participate in the South Dakota Prairie Bud Award program.
Have students vote according to the guidelines. Complete details can be found at:
library.sd.gov/LIB/CYS/prairieawards/index.aspx.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: SIRS Discoverer, World Book Student

CCR for Reading 5 — Craft and Structure: Analyze the structure of texts, OSEU s5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories

text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
whole. historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

2. Contact another school and establish a virtual reading buddies program (possibly using Skype or
Edmodo) where students read and share books by South Dakota authors, titles from the Prairie Bud list,
or titles with South Dakota themes or content.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Speaking and Listening 1 — Comprehension and Collaboration: OSEU 2: There is variety and resiliency among individual Tribal people as

Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and identity is developed, defined and redefined by entities, organization and

collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and people. A continuum of tribal identity, unique to each individual, ranges

expressing their own clearly and persuasively. from assimilated to traditional lifestyle. There is no “generic American
Indian”.

3. Create and assemble an annotative, pictorial history of a subject such as transportation, industry,
agriculture, communication, culture, education, or government within South Dakota.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Writing 6 — Production and Distribution of Writing: Use OSEU 6: Federal policies and treaties put into place throughout American
technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to history have affected Oceti Sakowin people adversely. Tribes as sovereign
interact and collaborate with others. nations have the authority to enter into government to government

relationships. Currently, the relationships with the States are not the same
for each tribe.

4. Gather information and photos of local historic landmarks such as residences, business places,
historical and sacred sites, or other geographical landmarks in the community. Create and narrate a
pictorial history in a reader’s theatre.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Language 1 — Conventions of Standard English: Demonstrate OSEU 3: The origin, thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin continues
command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage in the contemporary lifestyles of Tribal members. Tribal cultures, traditions
when writing or speaking. and languages are incorporated and are observed by many Tribal members

both on and off the reservations.
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5. Present oral reports or create podcasts on what it means to be a South Dakota citizen. Reports
should be based on evidence. Have fellow classmates evaluate the effectiveness of the evidence
through the use of a rubric.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Language 3 — Knowledge of Language: Apply knowledge of OSEU 6: Federal policies and treaties put into place throughout American
language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to history have affected Oceti Sakowin people adversely. Tribes as sovereign
make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully  nations have the authority to enter into government to government

when reading or listening. relationships. Currently, the relationships with the States are not the same

for each tribe.

6. Host a South Dakota reading event for your classroom and invite parents and grandparents to
attend. During the event, students and their families will be paired with a book to read by a South
Dakota author or with a South Dakota theme.* Students and family members can discuss how the book

they read compares to family stories. *If your school has ebooks available, this could be an opportunity to introduce
parents to their use.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Reading 2 — Key Ideas and Details: Determine central ideas or OSEU 2: There is variety and resiliency among individual Tribal people as

themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key identity is developed, defined and redefined by entities, organization and

supporting details and ideas. people. A continuum of tribal identity, unique to each individual, ranges
from assimilated to traditional lifestyle. There is no “generic American
Indian”.

7. Take digital photos of some unique geographical and scenic features of your area of South Dakota.
Write captions that provide scientific information viewed in the pictures such as rock formations or
plants. Compile them as a field guide to share as an online reference tool.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Writing 8 — Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Gather OSEU 1: The original land base and natural resources of the Oceti Sakowin
relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the were under communal stewardship prior to immigrant settlement. The
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while  Oceti Sakowin tribes have a distinct and unique interrelationship with the
avoiding plagiarism. environment that contributes to South Dakota.

8. Create a cultural timeline of the state using print or digital photos of the various ethnic backgrounds
in South Dakota. Include descriptive information about the ethnic groups such as history of
immigration, culture and foods using native languages.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, World Book Student, SIRS Discoverer, Mango

CCR for Language 6 — Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Acquire and use OSEU 3: The origin, thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin continues

accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and in the contemporary lifestyles of Tribal members. Tribal cultures, traditions
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college  and languages are incorporated and are observed by many Tribal members
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering both on and off the reservations.

vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to
comprehension or expression.
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9. Research the history of the Corn Palace and methods used for creating its murals. Create an artistic
representation of a significant event in South Dakota history using corn in a similar way and explain
why the event is important to South Dakota history.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Reading 3 — Key Ideas and Details: Analyze how and why OSEU s5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral

individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.  tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

10. Research the traditional games played in the country-school setting. Learn the rules of the game.
As a class, discuss the rules and negotiate any suggested changes. Teach the game with your new rules
to other classes.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Speaking and Listening 4 — Presentation of Knowledge and OSEU 6: Federal policies and treaties put into place throughout American
Ideas: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that history have affected Oceti Sakowin people adversely. Tribes as sovereign
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, nations have the authority to enter into government to government

development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. relationships. Currently, the relationships with the States are not the same

for each tribe.

11. Write a play about an important person in South Dakota history include characteristics that made
that person a leader in their time. Perform the play for other classes.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Writing 8 — Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Gather OSEU s5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral
relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while  mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
avoiding plagiarism. historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

12. Make a poster of flags that are flown in our state. Read details explaining the importance and
symbolism of each of these flags. Include this information on the poster.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Reading 2 — Key Ideas and Details: Determine central ideas or OSEU 7: The essential philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin wicoun (way of life)
themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key is based on the values of the Oceti Sakowin which has created resiliency of
supporting details and ideas. the Oyate. Tribal communities have put considerable efforts into economic

development ventures, Tribal universities, alternative education, wellness
centers, cultural, traditions and language revitalization.
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13. Make a pamphlet listing our current elected officials. List the duties of these offices. This could
include local legislators, U.S. representative and senators, county and tribal officials.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Language 6 — Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Acquire and use OSEU 6: Federal policies and treaties put into place throughout American
accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and history have affected Oceti Sakowin people adversely. Tribes as sovereign
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college  nations have the authority to enter into government to government

and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering relationships. Currently, the relationships with the States are not the same

vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to for each tribe.
comprehension or expression.

14. Make trading cards for endangered or extinct creatures such as dinosaurs, ammonites, mammoths,
piping plovers, or pallet sturgeon that live(d) in South Dakota.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Language 6 — Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Acquire and use OSEU 1: The original land base and natural resources of the Oceti Sakowin
accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and were under communal stewardship prior to immigrant settlement. The
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college  Oceti Sakowin tribes have a distinct and unique interrelationship with the
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering environment that contributes to South Dakota.

vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to
comprehension or expression.

15. Gather recipes from a family member or local citizen and put together a class recipe book. Include
information about the origin of the recipe.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, World Book Student

CCR for Language 3 — Knowledge of Language: Apply knowledge of OSEU 2: There is variety and resiliency among individual Tribal people as

language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to identity is developed, defined and redefined by entities, organization and

make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully ~ people. A continuum of tribal identity, unique to each individual, ranges

when reading or listening. from assimilated to traditional lifestyle. There is no “generic American
Indian”.

16. Interview and record grandparents or senior citizens about their first school memory. Compare
and contrast those memories to those of the students today.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, World Book Student

CCR for Speaking and Listening 4 — Presentation of Knowledge and OSEU 2: There is variety and resiliency among individual Tribal people as
Ideas: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that identity is developed, defined and redefined by entities, organization and
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, people. A continuum of tribal identity, unique to each individual, ranges
development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. from assimilated to traditional lifestyle. There is no “generic American
Indian”.
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17. Investigate family histories and family trees. Suggested items to include are important locations,
occupations, and other interesting facts.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, World Book Student

CCR for Writing 9 — Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Draw OSEU 4: The Oceti Sakowin kinship systems provide a framework for both
evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection,  individual and group behavior. Its unwritten rules promote harmony,
and research. compromise, a sense of order, and group cohesion.

18. Using a current South Dakota road map, create a piece of found poetry using words contained
within the map.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Language 5 — Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Demonstrate OSEU 3: The origin, thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin continues

understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. in the contemporary lifestyles of Tribal members. Tribal cultures, traditions
and languages are incorporated and are observed by many Tribal members
both on and off the reservations.

19. Using a map of South Dakota or an online mapping tool, write the best directions to get from your
school to the Black Hills (or other South Dakota locations) using the academic vocabulary learned in

geography.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Language 6 — Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Acquire and use OSEU 1: The original land base and natural resources of the Oceti Sakowin
accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and were under communal stewardship prior to immigrant settlement. The
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college  Oceti Sakowin tribes have a distinct and unique interrelationship with the
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering environment that contributes to South Dakota.

vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to
comprehension or expression.

20. Plan and create a student-narrated video tour of a typical day in your classroom. Save a copy of this
video on a flash drive that can be included in a school-wide time capsule.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Student (Timeline)

CCR for Speaking and Listening 5 — Presentation of Knowledge and OSEU 2: There is variety and resiliency among individual Tribal people as
Ideas: Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to identity is developed, defined and redefined by entities, organization and
express information and enhance understanding of presentations. people. A continuum of tribal identity, unique to each individual, ranges
from assimilated to traditional lifestyle. There is no “generic American
Indian”.
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21. Contact a classroom in another country (possibly use www.ePals.com) to become virtual writing
buddies. Share information about South Dakota’s 125 years of statehood and other information about
our state.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Speaking and Listening 2 — Comprehension and Collaboration: OSEU 2: There is variety and resiliency among individual Tribal people as

Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and identity is developed, defined and redefined by entities, organization and

formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. people. A continuum of tribal identity, unique to each individual, ranges
from assimilated to traditional lifestyle. There is no “generic American
Indian”.

22. Work in small groups to research scientific information about different regions of the state. Each
group will teach the rest of the class about the information they have discovered about their region.
Include primary sources such as Game Fish and Parks Offices, Parks and Recreation, Army Corps of
Engineers, etc.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Speaking and Listening 1 — Comprehension and Collaboration: OSEU 1: The original land base and natural resources of the Oceti Sakowin
Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and were under communal stewardship prior to immigrant settlement. The
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and Oceti Sakowin tribes have a distinct and unique interrelationship with the
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. environment that contributes to South Dakota.

23. Highlight a South Dakota Wonder of the Week for each week of the school year. Base each wonder
on questions and research generated by students. Assign each week to a student pair. Post on the
school, classroom, or library website, or social media site.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Writing 7 — Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Conduct OSEU s5: History told from the Oceti Sakowin perspective, through oral

short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused tradition and written accounts, frequently conflicts with the stories

questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. mainstream historians tell and becomes subjective information. Currently
historical perspective is being revisited to be more inclusive.

24. As a class select your favorite book character. Together, write the story of their visit to South
Dakota including interesting details about the state.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Writing 3 — Text Types and Purposes: Write narratives to develop ~ OSEU 2: There is variety and resiliency among individual Tribal people as

real orimagined experiences or events using effective technique, well- identity is developed, defined and redefined by entities, organization and
chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. people. A continuum of tribal identity, unique to each individual, ranges
from assimilated to traditional lifestyle. There is no “generic American
Indian”.
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25. Create a coloring book of terms that are specific to South Dakota including a definition of each term.

Suggested SDSL Online Resources: World Book Kids, SIRS Discoverer

CCR for Language 6 — Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Acquire and use
accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to
comprehension or expression.

OSEU 3: The origin, thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin continues
in the contemporary lifestyles of Tribal members. Tribal cultures, traditions
and languages are incorporated and are observed by many Tribal members
both on and off the reservations.
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