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South Dakota Decision Tree for Coding Least Restrictive Environment 

Continuum of Alternative Placements (Ages 3-5) 

DDN Campus Reporting/Child Count 

Student is 5 years old  
attending Junior Kindergarten 

or Kindergarten 

Is the student attending a regular early childhood program? 

• Does not include 5 year old attending Junior Kindergarten or Kindergarten 

These students are coded using 100          

Placement Codes: 

 

 100 General Classroom with Modifications 

80-100% 

 110 Resource Room 40-79% 

 120 Self-Contained Classroom 0-39% 

 130 Separate Day School 

 140 Residential Facility 

 150 Home/Hospital 

YES NO 

How many hours does the student attend a regular early childhood program? 

10 hours or more per week Less than 10 hours per week 

At least 10 hours… 

Where does the child receive the 

majority of special education    

related services hours? 

310 = In the regular early child-

hood Program 

 

315 = In some other location 

If less than 10 hours… 

Where does the child receive the 

majority of special education     

related services hours? 

325 = In the regular early child-

hood Program 

 

330 = In some other location 

Regular Early Childhood Program is a program that includes a majority 

(at least 50 percent) of non-disabled children (i.e. children not on IEP’s). 

This category may include but is not limited to: public or private pre-

school programs, group child development centers or home-based child-

care. 

Is the student attending a special education program? 

If YES, 

335 = Special Education Class 

(at least 50%) of children with disa-

bilities (i.e. children on IEPs). This 

category may include but is not lim-

ited to programs in: Regular School 

Buildings, Trailers or Portables, Child 

care facilities, Hospital Facilities - out 

patient, Other community based 

settings. 

345 = Separate School 

designed for children with disabil-

ities. 

355 = Residential Facility  

or medical facility (in patient) 

If NO, 

Is the child receiving the majority of 

special education services and relat-

ed services in the family or caregiv-

ers residence? 

If YES, 

365 = Home 

If NO, 

375 = Service Provider Location 

or some other location that is not 

included in any other category. 

Includes: all 5 year olds attending Junior Kin-

dergarten (JK) and Kindergarten (K).  

 


