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Monthly SPED Webinar
SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR

JANUARY 16, 2024

APH Federal 
Quota Census

SD STATE LIBRARY - ACCESSIBLE LIBRARY SERVICES

GEORGE SEAMON, KATHLEEN SLOCUM, AND GINNY KAUS
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What is APH?

• The American Printing House for the Blind (APH) 
was founded in 1858, it is the oldest organization 
of its kind in the U.S. and is the largest 
organization in the world that researches, designs, 
and manufactures products focused on enhancing 
and supporting the education of students and 
clients who are blind or have low vision.

• APH received a federal mandate in 1879 when 
the Congress of the United States passed the Act 
to Promote the Education of the Blind. This Act 
designates APH as the official supplier of 
educational materials to all students in the U.S. 
who meet the definition of blindness and are 
working at less than a college level.

Federal Quota Program

The system through which these specialized materials are distributed is 
known as the Federal Quota Program. Through it, textbooks and 

instructional aides are provided free for eligible students who are blind and 
visually impaired in educational settings

Federal appropriation is divided per eligible students.
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How does a 
student qualify?

#1: Meet the definition of 

blindness (MDB) – a central 

acuity of 20/200 or less (using 

a Snellen chart or an acuity 

determined in Snellen 

equivalents) in the better eye 

with the best correction or a 

peripheral field of vision no 

greater than 20 degrees.

OR:

Function at the definition of blindness (FDB) 
– when visual function meets the definition 
of blindness as determined by an eye care 
specialist (ophthalmologist or optometrist) 
or a medical doctor such as a neurologist.

Students in this category manifest unique 
visual characteristics often found in 
conditions referred to as a neurological, 
cortical, or cerebral visual impairment (e.g. 
brain injury or dysfunction).
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If NEITHER are met, students may 
also be eligible because they: 

 Qualify under the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) definition of 
blindness: an impairment in vision, that, even with the correction, 
adversely affects a child’s educational performance.

 South Dakota's definition of IDEA is:

 Partial sight is one or more deficiencies in visual acuity, as follows:

(1) Visual acuity of no better than 20/70 in the better eye after 
correction;

(2) Restricted visual field;

(3) Limited ability to move about safely in the environment because 

of visual disability.

Next

 #2: Be enrolled in a formally organized public or private, 
nonprofit educational program of less than college level 
(educational programs include public, private, and parochial 
schools as well as vocational and rehabilitation programs for 
adults) and have a written education plan.

 School-aged students (including infants, toddlers, preschool, 
homebound, home-schooled students) must be enrolled with the 
registering school or agency on the first Monday in 
January. Adult students must be registered for at least 120 hours 
of educational instruction during the preceding calendar year.
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What do we need from you?

 1. Permission from parents/guardians for their 
child/adult to be included in the census. We will send 
you a permission slip that you will need to get signed and 
keep on file at the school or agency. No personal 
information will be shared.

 2. A SD State Library Accessible Library Services 
application for the child/adult. You can find these at 
library.sd.gov/ALS/apply.aspx

Questions?

Contact:

 George Seamon – george.seamon@state.sd.us – 1-605-773-3167

 Kathleen Slocum - kathleen.slocum@state.sd.us – 1-605-773-8438

 Ginny Kaus – virginia.kaus@state.sd.us – 1-605-773-4914

 APH information taken from the APH Federal Quota Program Manual
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Effective Practices

Formative assessment resources

 The following resources require you to use your TIDE (test information distribution 
engine) login

 Tools for Teachers

 Formative Assessment resources for general ed and special ed teachers

 Can be found on the Assessment gateway

 Educator's section

 Gizmos

 Free online science resources

 Tuva

 Free online science resources

 Assessment Gateway

 For more information or help contact Rebecca.Frerich@state.sd.us
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Tools, Supports, and Accommodations Resources

Preparing for the state assessment

 Assessment Gateway resources

 Training Resources for Students

 Universal Tools for Online Testing - power point presentation showing the tools within the 
testing environment

 Training Resources for teachers

 Accessibility and Accommodations Training Module - power point presentation to use with 
teachers

 SD Tools, Supports and Accommodations Guidelines

Assessment Window dates

 SD ELA, Math, and Science

 March 25 – May 3

 SD ELA and Math Alternate Assessment (MSAA)

 March 11 – April 26

 SD Science Alternate Assessment

 March 25 – May 3

 NAEP (National Assessment of Educational Progress) - only a sample of schools chosen

 January 29 – March 8

 SD English Language Proficiency Assessment (ACCESS 2.0)

 January 23 – February 23
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Science Core Content Connector Video

 How do we teach science to our students who participate in the alternate assessment?

 VIDEO COMING SOON!

 The DOE Office of Assessment and Office of Special Education Programs have created a one-hour video 
series for general education science teachers and special education teachers regarding science alternate 
academic achievement standards.

 The videos describe how teachers can use the science Core Content Connectors and achievement level 
descriptors to instruct and assess students with significant cognitive disabilities on the same grade-level 
science content as their general education peers.

 Contact Stacy.Holzbauer@state.sd.us with questions.

Accountability
COMPLIANCE POLICY, PRACTICES, AND PROCEDURES

15
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Reminder: 
Annual Internal Review Requirements

 https://forms.office.com/g/DEbZG0Zbhy
 All Public Districts Required

 Internally each special education case manager must 
complete a file review.

 Completed by June 1 annually

 District Sped Director submit areas identified to state by June 
1 annually

 Information on Accountability Website

 Under Section “Results Driven Accountability”

 Contact Melissa.Flor@state.sd.us or 605-773-6119 for 
more information.

PPWN Consent Noncompliance

 PPWN consent provides parents a clear knowledge of what 
district will be evaluating and using for eligibility. Districts 
must explain why evaluating in those areas or what 
documentation will be used.

 Districts should only evaluate or use the documentation that 
they documented will be used. 

 Noncompliance:

 Checking a box with an initial after receiving written 
consent.

 Conducting evaluations without written consent. 

 Not nonconducting evaluations, the district received 
consent which should have been conducted or pulled 
forward. 
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Services Documentation  

 Must clearly document service with frequency, duration, 
and at each location for each goal area (reading 
comprehension, basic reading, math problem solving, 
behavior, adaptive behavior, etc.)

 Related Services must also document area they are 
providing services.  

 Examples: 

 If a student qualifies and has goals for fine motor and visual 
motor both should be listed.

 If a student qualifies for language and articulation with goals 
in each, then should document service time for each area.

High School Transition Noncompliance
Consent to Invite Outside Agencies
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High School Transition Noncompliance
Consent to Invite Outside Agencies

• As a district, discuss HOW, WHEN, and WHO will
decide what agencies to invite.

• Develop a process for inviting outside agency
representatives. Consider getting parental
consent at current IEP meeting for the next IEP 
meeting.

• Remember, you must get written parental consent
BEFORE sending the Meeting Notice form.

• Sending the Consent to Invite Outside Agency
form and the Meeting Notice at the same time is 
NOT in compliance!

Developmental Delay Eligibility

• Eligibility Tools and Resources Guidance Document
• https://doe.sd.gov/sped/documents/Tools-

Resources-23.pdf

• Eligibility Document 
• https://doe.sd.gov/sped/docume

nts/570-Develop.pdf
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Developmental Delay

 IEP team can use other standardized evaluation instruments (besides the BDI-3) 
to determine developmental delay eligibility or

 The BDI-3 can be used in conjunction with other standardized evaluation 
instruments

 All areas of DD must be evaluated

 Standard deviation score required for eligibility 

minus 1.50 in two areas or -2.00 in one area

 The BDI-3 must be given in its entirety for progress monitoring purposes –
Indicator 7

 https://doe.sd.gov/sped/documents/SD-EI-0921.pdf

Office of Civil Rights: Bullying 

 Dear Colleague Letter: Responding to Bullying of Students with Disabilities

 https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-bullying-201410.pdf

 Discusses district obligation when related to student with disabilities either on a 504 or IEP.

 “…The OSERS 2013 Dear Colleague Letter clarified that, under IDEA, as part of a school’s appropriate response to 
bullying on any basis, the school should convene the IEP team to determine whether, as a result of the effects of 
the bullying, the student’s needs have changed such that the IEP is no longer designed to provide a meaningful 
educational benefit”

 Parent Fact Sheet

 https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-factsheet-bullying-201410.pdf
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Data

Indicator 6 
Least Restrictive Environment 

 Environments change 

Reminder - enter new 
placement/setting in 
Infinite Campus

 RDA Component

https://doe.sd.gov/sped/documents/SIMSReport-1122.pdf
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Indicator 7 
Battelle Developmental Inventory -3

 Reminders:

 Training is available on the Riverside Training Academy site (on demand)

 BDI Office ½ hours every 2nd and 4th Wednesday 3:30-4:00 Central Time –open 
discussion – topics by request

 Double-check to ensure Program Labels and Notes are entered into the system 
– Run report

 Ensure basal and ceiling are met in all subdomains– assessment will not be 
counted towards entry and exit if incomplete

 Enter with the BDI-2 student must exit with the BDI-2

 Contact: Debra.Willert@state.sd.us

Indicator 8: Parent Involvement

 The overall goal of Indicator 8 is to facilitate positive parent involvement within districts and IEP teams!

 Indicator 8 parent involvement data is collected by district distribution/collection of the SD Parent Survey.

 Comments from parents from the 2022-2023 Parent Survey:

 Our school has done a great job providing a safe and educational environment for our daughter. We 
appreciate the communication and teamwork with everyone involved.

 Great communication and explanation of my child's results and needs.

 I appreciate everything the school does for me. They keep me well informed on my child progress in school.

 Good job districts! Thank you for building partnerships with parents!
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Indicator 8: Parent Involvement
Feb 2 Webinar

 DOE Webinar: Improving Parent Involvement in the IEP Process

 Methods for SPED staff to foster positive relationships with parents, including how to:

 Increase communication

 Develop partnerships

 Distribute SPED information and resources to parents

 Friday, February 2 at 9-10am CT

 SPED directors and SPED teachers are encouraged to ENROLL on Canvas Catalog.

 Recording will be available in the course through May 31 for one CECH.

Indicator 8: Parent Survey

 Why must districts distribute the Parent Survey?

 2023-2024 Indicator 8 Overview and district resources are available on the DOE SPP Page under 
"Indicator 8."

 DOE is federally required to survey parents and to report that data annually in Indicator 8 of the SPP/APR.

 District data combines to create the DOE data. Districts response rate requirement is 10%.

 District scores on the 12 Parent Survey questions can give districts meaningful parent satisfaction data 
that districts can use to improve special education processes and communication within their districts.

 Reminder to continue distributing the 2023-2024 Parent Surveys.

 Printed Parent Surveys are available in 12 additional languages.

 The on-line Parent Survey is available in English or Spanish: https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/7323513/SDI8

 E-mail Stacy.Holzbauer@state.sd.us if your district needs translated or more Parent Surveys printed!
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Miscellaneous

Special Ed Connections

LRP SPED Connections subscription is required to access the following resources:

 January Spotlight: Inclusion

 One Pager: Types of Supports Provided by Paraprofessionals in the Classroom

 OSEP File: SLD Eligibility and Preschool

 Sample Tool: Questions to ask in an MDR about impulsivity

 Bullying

 Nonacademic and Extracurricular Activities

Contact your public school district special education director for login access. If you have any questions about 
your subscription access, please contact Wendy.Trujillo@state.sd.us.
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https://email.lrp.com/e3t/Ctc/I4+113/cxvWw04/MVpN1qtxskFW3xLz2g8TJ8svW4Mw1s557TTZmN7Hm8ys3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3pRW5qTW011QQ6xjW76pTN83fr9HHW2Q6yLJ3t5SgBW9d99Qp2YYqK4W1JVb3N4YZpq6W1wfRjR2zS-X3W52tkT2416x8PW1tVZ6g1705n7W9bJ-W545Zm7DW1WrW1y7810LtW8yyZ8-5bqNNyV6MFbH2s8d7GW3kwvpW8FtrnMW2VHwb01BBW5xW4Wd2-F3YKT2MW3-D-8P5WjVtqW4KJ-Vx8PKvzlW1dBJ0989FS1sN5HPRyy4G7jjW2t8rXK4xhJCsV2dyQs5m1zlnW3fCjNr4LLlnLW19Dyrm1PlqP5Vm9HQY8hcCTkW5L6xlZ7ZcF_0W7zx42Y6_1kP6W7LwPPv6Mgh63N9j4YMC28t_SN2X9PbJf46NbW6YX_v16tQq6Bf4YpYJl04
https://email.lrp.com/e3t/Ctc/I4+113/cxvWw04/MVLwjxrbYRxW12grvy1mDxXHW8kTzPf57RLf6N4xH9cs5nR32W50kH_H6lZ3kvW3FFXn_46WsTSW4YYHMp1YRBxVW93h-CT4mhQRRW1MGJPG2g0P1sW1K-w_Q1PPmykW2zLwg52C7H8NW8PQ-2D4JL8WyW6K_BRj5pk2chW8sWjLZ29qF45VV4zDg307kXnW1_spvR6PKTLnW3TLnQS5PqLc_W7q9MvG1K8y54N6LMYmWrlTYgW9gtLRK6v318hW4Yc6cp61B7dyW7v7KTs72yr9lW2D-8cL58VXN-N908cbBG-GdkW1_LzjC7_lnyNVcPFVd3Ld91DW67VyCW30xMdrN84cFTtK-1fgW7K1dZS55jn04W80bfp22PQ_GDW1vC9ll5LVsprW7RGyNC3nhWgqW561mlb3zs2fyW1hqhGS8QDwYpW8KJ8QP5bXN0rW8TQckW8636VKW7vXYY-8C8FGcf2WD50-04
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?LRPPublications/54a9b82746/d16d8a0941/5836b5a2cc/contentId=22742476
https://www.specialedconnection.com/LrpSecStoryTool/index.jsp?contentId=10005&chunkid=372104&query=((%7bBULLYING%7d))&listnum=0&offset=3&topic=Main&chunknum=1
https://www.specialedconnection.com/LrpSecStoryTool/index.jsp?contentId=10005&chunkid=301859
mailto:Wendy.Trujillo@state.sd.us
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Infinite Campus – Special Ed Module

 If you use the Infinite Campus Special Ed module for developing IEPs

 Are there updates needed

 Changed needed

 Additions that may be nice

 Some updates already in the works

 Forms updated with Emotional Disability wording as well as some of the other forms 

 Accommodations will be updated with additions that are needed

Please email Beth.Schiltz@state.sd.us with suggestions 

High School Transition…  TSLP.ORG
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High School Transition…  TSLP.ORG

SD Legislative Session Updates
SDLEGISLATURE.GOV
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Education Bills

 Upcoming Presentations

 Joint Committee on Appropriations – 1/25/24

 Stream at – SD.net

Upcoming Presentations
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Next Sped Webinar

February 20, 2024 

Please share the SPED Webinar login information with your 
district or agency special education professionals!

SPED Webinar PowerPoints are posted at:

https://doe.sd.gov/sped/directors.aspx

A recording is available for 2 weeks after the webinar and can be accessed by reaching 
out to your Regional Representative.
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