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Special Education Programs

April 18th, 2023

Monthly SPED Webinar

Special 
Education 
Monthly Calls 

Purpose: Share updated information and reminders to all staff 
regarding South Dakota special education and district data 
collection.

Feel free to share with teachers, related services, data entry staff, 
and other administrators.
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Welcome

Special Education Programs 
would like to welcome Janet 
Penticoff back to the 
Department in a new role as 
the Senior Secretary. 

Janet has served in other 
capacities in the Birth to 
Three Program and we are 
happy to have her back with 
us. 

2023 Parent-Nominated Special Education 
Staff of the Year Nominees

(32 total nominees)
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Congratulations 
Julie McElhone!

2023 Parent-Nominated Special 
Education Staff of the Year

Julie is a paraprofessional in the 
Clark School District.

(L-R) Susan Schmit, Clark School 
District, Julie McElhone, Clark 
School District, Linda Turner, State 
Director of Special Education

Effective Practices
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Evidence-Based Practice Resource

• User-friendly guides on evidence-based instructional and behavioral skills.

• Includes procedures, tips, and video examples.

• Great for staff training and sped/gen ed collaboration.

• Skill areas include (click link to view):
✓ Behavior-Specific Praise

✓ Choice Making
✓ High-Probability Requests
✓ Proximity Control
✓ Virtual Instruction: Behavior-Specific

Praise
✓ Virtual Instruction: Precorrection
✓ Wait-Time

Fundamental Skill Sheets

IEPQ: Tip of the Month
Criteria for Mastery

Annual Goals must include 
these Three Components: 

IEPQ Tip of the Month:
How to ensure that IEP 

goals have 
measurable criteria.
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https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/misc_media/fss/pdfs/2018/fss_behaviro_specific_praise.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/misc_media/fss/pdfs/2018/fss_choice_making.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/misc_media/fss/pdfs/2018/fss_high_p.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/misc_media/fss/pdfs/2018/fss_proximity_control.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/misc_media/fss/pdfs/2021/fss_Virtual_Instruction_behavior_specific_praise.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/misc_media/fss/pdfs/2022/FSS_Virtual_Precorrection.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/misc_media/fss/pdfs/2018/fss_wait_time.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


04/18/2023

5

IEPQ: Tip of the Month
Criteria for Mastery

• Criteria states how the skill or observable behavior will be measured.

• This includes how well (accurately) AND how often (consistently) the student 
must demonstrate the skill to consider it mastered.

• DATA for criteria should be:

• Specific, objective

• Measurable (able to chart/graph)

• Able to be collect frequently, to measure progress over time

• Related to identified areas of concern

• Related to State Content Standards or State Core Content Connectors

IEPQ: Tip of the Month
Criteria for Mastery

A list of possible criteria can be found on the IEPQ –SD website:

• # of attempts/trials: on 5 out of 5 attempts

• Time to respond/time limits: within 10 seconds of the question being presented

• Minimum # of appropriate responses: a minimum of 3 times a day

• Level of prompting: full physical, verbal, with teacher assistance, independently

• Change in generalization: in use of content or skill

• Rate/speed: 15 times per hour; 80 words per minute

• Fluency (speed and accuracy): 140 words read correctly per minute

• Duration: for a minimum of 10 minutes, maintained for 10 school days

• Number or words/parts of a sentence/paragraphs written: 3 paragraphs, 6 
sentence/paragraph elements, 80 correct words sequences

9
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IEPQ: Tip of the Month
Criteria for Mastery

• Common Issue: Accuracy

• The criteria does not accurately measure the skill.

• The percentage does not match the behavior/skill.

• Looking both ways before crossing the street with 80% accuracy 
versus using correct verb tense with 80% accuracy.

• If done once, is the goal met?

• Stranger Test:

• Can anyone reading this goal criteria understand exactly how to measure 
the performance consistently?

IEPQ: Website Closure

• The company that provides IEPQ is closing, therefore South Dakota's 
IEPQ website will end on May 31, 2023.

• SPED professionals are encouraged to download and save their 
frequently used forms and documents from the IEPQ website at 
https://sd.iepq.org/ prior to the website closure.
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https://sd.iepq.org/ 
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Accountability

Alternate Assessment Participation

• Alternate Assessment participation documents on the Alternate 
Assessment website have been updated, including:

• Clarity on the three criteria for participation

• Specific steps to follow when gathering evidence and documenting 
the participation decision

1. Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines

• replaced Guidance for IEP Teams on Participation on the Alternate 
Assessment

2. Alternate Assessment Participation Form

• replaced two documents: Evidence Worksheet and Eligibility Form

13
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https://doe.sd.gov/assessment/alternate.aspx
https://doe.sd.gov/assessment/documents/AltAssess-Guidelines.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/assessment/documents/AltAssess-Form.pdf
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Core Content Connectors (CCCs)

• Core Content Connectors (CCCs) are alternate academic achievement standards 
(AAAS) for students with significant cognitive disabilities who participate in the 
alternate assessment. CCCs help guide IEP goals, objectives, and instruction to allow 
students the maximum engagement with grade-level curriculum as possible.

• CCC documents on the Alternate Assessment website have been updated:

• "Overview of CCCs" webinar is May 3, 1-2pm CT. Register on GoSignMeUp.

Assessment Season

• Assessment season is underway. Thank you for you diligence is helping 
students with disabilities have meaningful access to their assessments.

• Reminder that assessment windows close:

• April 28

• MSAA (Alternate ELA & Math)

• May 12

• SD ELA Assessment

• SD Math Assessment

• SD Science Assessment

• SD Science Assessment-Alternate

15
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https://doe.sd.gov/assessment/alternate.aspx
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Multiple 
Disability 
Funding

If district receives state aid:

• Multiple Disability Funding 

• 2 categories level 2 or higher 

Multiple Disability 

Eligibility 

concomitant 
impairments 

such as a cognitive 
disability-blindness or a 

cognitive disability-
orthopedic impairment

the combination of which 
causes such severe 

educational needs that they 
cannot be accommodated in 
special education programs 

solely for one of the 
impairments

What Does 
It Mean?

Student eligible in 
two or more 

disability categories 

Evidence (including skill 
based) identifies the 

needs of the child are 
so severe and unique it 

can not be address 
under one category

What It Is 
Not?

Disability Category 
and Related Service

If identified in a 
primary category 
and can add goals 
and supports for 

other area

17
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Autism Spectrum Disorder

Requires two areas:

• Social Communication

• Restricted/Repeated Behaviors 

Skill based in these areas

IEP should address the areas along with any others 
the team determines with data

Non-Compliance Noted

•Documentation is missing in the file
•Not addressing both areas in skill based which impact severity 
level determinations and addressing needs in IEP

Eligibility Tools and Resources

19
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Evaluation 
Instruments 

Evaluation Instruments List found at 
https://doe.sd.gov/sped/IEP.aspx

In the excel version (first tab) or the first few 
pages in PDF, document discusses what to 
consider when selecting standardized 
evaluations for eligibility.

The evaluation team professionals should 
select appropriate and updated evaluation 
tools that meet requirements.

List provided is not exhaustive and 
professionals can select evaluation tools 
outside list as long as it meets standardization 
requirements.

Related 
Services: 
Occupational

24:05:27:23. Criteria for occupational 
therapy. A student may be identified as in 
need of occupational therapy as a related 
service if:
• (1) The student has a disability and 
requires special education;
• (2) The student needs occupational 
therapy to benefit from special education; 
and
• (3) The student demonstrates 
performance on a standardized assessment 
instrument that falls at least 1.5 standard 
deviations below the mean in one or more 
of the following areas: fine motor skills, 
sensory integration, and visual motor skills.

21
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https://doe.sd.gov/sped/IEP.aspx
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Related 
Services: 
Physical 
Therapy

24:05:27:25. Criteria for physical 
therapy. A student may be identified as 
in need of physical therapy as a related 
service if:

• (1) The student has a disability and 
requires special education;
• (2) The student needs physical 
therapy to benefit from special 
education; and
• (3) The student demonstrates a 
delay of at least 1.5 standard deviations 
below the mean on a standardized 
motor assessment instrument.

Related 
Services OT 
and PT

• As a related service, it must 
demonstrate benefit special 
education.  Will it support 
student’s disability needs?

• If a student does not meet the -
1.5 for OT or PT, the student not 
eligible for those related 
service(s) under an IEP. 

23
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Results Driven Accountability

Risk Rubric

RDA Goals

Improve the 
use of special 

education data

Improve 
collaboration

Improve 
performance 

indicators

Sustainable 
action plan

Improved 
compliance 
knowledge

Connect plans 
with other 
initiatives

25
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RDA Level 
of 
Support

RISK RUBRIC UPDATE FOR RDA

Current Indicator Proposed Change Reason

Indicator 2: Dropout Indicator 1: Graduation
Indicator 1 Graduation Indicator is based on annual rate of 

graduation instead of 4 year

Indicator 3: Proficiency Regular 

Assessment read/math for 3-8 and 11

Keep Indicator 3: 3-8 and 

11

New SPP method is now only reporting grades 4, 8, and 11. This 

is not enough data to make determinations for RDA.

Indicator 6: LRE Preschool Keep

Indicator 7B: Preschool Outcomes Keep

Indicator 14: Post-School Outcomes Keep

Indicator 5: School Age Least Restrictive 

Environment
Add

Emphasis importance of students on IEPs to remain with general 

education peers to maximum extent

High Incidence Disability (higher or 

lower than state)
Keep

Internal Review Completed and report 

data to state
Keep

27
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UPDATED REPORT SAMPLE

UNDERSTANDING THE RISK RUBRIC REPORT

• Districts are desegregated by size.

• Overall Risk Percentage: 
• Goal is to have an overall risk percentage as close to 0% percent as 

possible
• Higher the overall risk percentage, more likely in level 2 or 3

Report Color:

Red – High Risk 

Orange – Moderate Risk

Green – Low Risk

29

30
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RDA Identification
Level 2 and 3

• In May, Districts Superintendent and 
Special Education Directors will be 
notified if Level 2 or 3 for the 2023-
2024 School Year.

• If no notification letter, than district 
is a level 1 

• Based on the risk rubric reports from 
2021-2022 data year that will be 
uploaded in SD STARS in May.

• Contact Melissa.Flor@state.sd.us or 
605-773-6119 for more information.

INDICATOR 3: TODAY’S STAKEHOLDER DISCUSSION 

• Historically 3-8 and HS (11) 

• Only report on 4, 8, and high school 
(11)SPP

• Keep 3-8 and 11 since denominator 
so small for districts across size

• Regular assessment

• Set a target for 3-8 and 11

Change 
For Risk 
Rubric

31

32

mailto:Melissa.Flor@state.sd.us
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INDICATOR 3 
TARGETS: 
READING 

 Based on 2022 Proficiency Scores for149 Districts

 2022 target: 87 districts were at 16.09% or higher

 2025 target: 59 districts were 19.46% or higher

 Stakeholder Input: appropriate or proposed change

2021 Target 2022 Target 2023 Target 2024 Target 2025 Target

Series1 15.60% 16.09% 16.57% 17.53% 19.46%

15.60% 16.09% 16.57% 17.53%

19.46%

0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

READING PROPOSED TARGET

INDICATOR 3 

TARGET: MATH 

 2022 Assessment and 149 districts

 2022 target (12.92%): 92 districts met 

 2025 target (16.29%): 61 districts met

 Stakeholder Input: appropriate or proposed change

2021 Target 2022 Target 2023 Target 2024 Target 2025 Target

Series1 12.43% 12.92% 13.41% 14.39% 16.29%

12.43%
12.92%

13.41%
14.39%

16.29%

0.00%

2.00%

4.00%

6.00%

8.00%

10.00%

12.00%

14.00%

16.00%

18.00%

Math Proposed Target

33
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Input on the Targets By April 24, 2023 

Please Provide Input and Recommendations on 
Risk Rubric Indicator 3 Targets

Click on the link provided or copy and paste the 
hyperlink: 

https://forms.office.com/g/SA1XPjMyja

Internal Review 

• All Public Districts Required

• Internally each special education case manager 
must complete a file review.

• Completed by June 1 annually

• District Sped Director submit areas identified to 
state by June 1 annually

• https://forms.office.com/g/9fXysUUuP3

• Information on Accountability Website

• Under Section “Results Driven 
Accountability”

• Contact Melissa.Flor@state.sd.us or 605-773-
6119 for more information.

35
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https://forms.office.com/g/SA1XPjMyja
https://forms.office.com/g/9fXysUUuP3
https://doe.sd.gov/sped/accountability.aspx
mailto:Melissa.Flor@state.sd.us
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Internal Review for  
Administrators

• Tips for Administrators

• Encourage staff to note non-compliance or areas want 
additional professional development or information

• If non-compliance, 

• How can correct those issues?

• If not able to correct, such as a timeline, what 
procedures should be developed or reviewed? 

• Identified professional development

• Is area that can be done for individual or group 
need?

• Can it be covered in house or outside district 
training?

• Administrator Responsibility: 

• Report areas identified to special education programs 
office by June 1 at 
https://forms.office.com/g/9fXysUUuP3

Data

37
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https://forms.office.com/g/9fXysUUuP3
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Indicator 7
Preschool Outcomes 

• BDI Clean-up
• Run report BDI-2 and BDI-3

• Check for:
• Correct spelling - IC

• DOB – IC

• SIMS# entered - IC

• Program Note or Label

• All domains and subdomains scored

• Completed July 1

• Assistance
• Debra.Willert@state.sd.us

• https://doe.sd.gov/sped/documents/BDI3-Codes.pdf

BDI-3 Locations
Reminder

• Locations
• District

• School

• Ed Structure

• Due Friday, May 26

Debra.willert@state.sd.us

39
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mailto:Debra.Willert@state.sd.us
https://doe.sd.gov/sped/documents/BDI3-Codes.pdf
mailto:Debra.willert@state.sd.us
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Indicator 7
SD STARS

• Reports

Debra.Willert@state.sd.us

Indicator 7
SD STARS

• Communities

41
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mailto:Debra.Willert@state.sd.us


04/18/2023

22

Indicator 8:
Parent Involvement Surveys

• 2022-2023 Parent Involvement Survey deadlines:

• April 30 – Surveys should be distributed to all parents

• May 31 – Surveys must be submitted; survey window closes.

• Parents can complete the survey on-line at:

• https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/5697751/SDi8

• "Improving Parent Involvement in the IEP Process" webinar is

• May 4, 10-11am CT

• May 5, 1-2pm CT

• Register on GoSignMeUp.

Indicator 11 
and 
Indicator 12

EDPlan
2022-2023

• Due August 1 – Indicator 11

• Due September 1 – Indicator 12

Dates

• Sign-off page

• Reporting

More information May SPED Call

• SDEdplansupport@pcgus.com

• Debra.Willert@state.sd.us

Platform questions

43
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https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/5697751/SDi8
mailto:SDEdplansupport@pcgus.com
mailto:Debra.Willert@state.sd.us
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Indicator 11 
Initial 
Evaluations

https://doe.sd.gov/sped/documents/Ind11-Reporting.pdf
Debra.Willert@state.sd.us

Indicator 12 
Early 
Childhood 
Transition

https://doe.sd.gov/sped/documents/Ind12-Reporting.pdf
Debra.Willert@state.sd.us

45
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https://doe.sd.gov/sped/documents/Ind11-Reporting.pdf
mailto:Debra.Willert@state.sd.us
https://doe.sd.gov/sped/documents/Ind12-Reporting.pdf
mailto:Debra.Willert@state.sd.us
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Miscellaneous

SPEDCONNECTION 
TOP HIGHLIGHTS

LRP SPED Connections subscription is required to access the following resources:

• Discipline and partial school day removals

• SmartStart: IEPs -- Graduation and Termination of Special Education Services
Discover the IEP criteria for preparing students to graduate or otherwise end special education services.

• CASE FILE: Continuing same amount of SDI 'dooms' child's hopes for progress
The court held that the district denied a seventh-grader with an intellectual disability FAPE under the 
IDEA by failing to develop an appropriate IEP, among other things.

• STAR SPECIAL ED DIRECTOR: Director promotes restorative practices to build student, teacher 
relationships
Find out from a special education director in Minnesota on how using restorative practices to address 
student behavior builds relationships between students and teachers.

Contact your public school district special education director for login access. If you have any 
questions about your subscription access, please contact Wendy.Trujillo@state.sd.us.

47
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https://www.specialedconnection.com/LrpSecStoryTool/index.jsp?contentId=22745576
https://www.specialedconnection.com/LrpSecStoryTool/index.jsp?contentId=22745576
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?LRPPublications/b9a5ac4f5a/d16d8a0941/6242278b9e/contentId=22746271
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?LRPPublications/b9a5ac4f5a/d16d8a0941/83c8871023/contentId=22746280
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?LRPPublications/cfcf499ffb/d16d8a0941/84c7591719/contentId=22746195
mailto:Wendy.Trujillo@state.sd.us
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IDEA Flowthrough Applications

• Anticipated opening date: May 1st, 2023

• Reminders

• Districts with private schools within their boundaries are required to 
consult annually with the private schools on child find, proportionate 
share, and services

• Districts must review and get board approval of their comprehensive plans 
annually. Plans must have a current date prior to submitting your 
application

• 2023 Updates Coming:

• Allowable Cost Document

• Private School Consultation Form

https://www.cadreworks.org/events/idea-legal-update

49
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https://www.cadreworks.org/events/idea-legal-update
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Next Monthly SPED Webinar

Monthly SPED webinars are no longer posted online

Monthly handouts can be found at

https://doe.sd.gov/sped/directors.aspx

May 16th, 2023

FFY 2023 IDEA PART B 

GRANT APPLICATION

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

APRIL 5, 2023 THROUGH MAY 4, 2023

51
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https://doe.sd.gov/sped/directors.aspx
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NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC 
AVAILABILITY

 Notice is hereby given that the Department of 
Education (DOE), Special Education Programs is 
making available for public review for 60 days, 
starting March 16, 2023, the Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 
2023 Grant Application under Part B of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act . 
The application is available to download and the 
allocations are included on the interactive 
spreadsheet. The dollar amounts listed in the 
interactive spreadsheet are based on FFY 2022 
allocations. The final budget submitted with South 
Dakota's application will be adjusted to reflect the 
FFY 2023 allocations when these amounts become 
available. Additionally the DOE is making available 
the Section 427 of the General Education Provisions 
Act (GEPA) notice. If you are unable to view the 
application, copies may be obtained by contacting 
the SD DOE – Special Education Programs, Part B 
Annual State Application, 800 Governors Drive, 
Pierre, South Dakota, 57501.

 Written comments concerning the FFY 2023 Grant 
Application under Part B of the IDEA will be 
accepted for 30 calendar days from April 5, 2023 
through May 4, 2023. Comments regarding the Part 
B IDEA application should be sent to Linda Turner, 
Part B Director, at Linda.Turner@state.sd.us or to the 
address above.

https://doe.sd.gov/sped/ 

COMPONENTS OF APPLICATION

 Section1: Assurances of that the state has in effect policies and procedures to 
meet all requirements of Part B

 Section II: Outlines each policy and procedure that must be in place as well as 
other assurances and certifications to meet requirements

 Section III: Description of use of funds – must include an interactive spreadsheet 
with the distribution of funds

 Section IV: State administration of state imposed rules not required by IDEA

 Section V: Maintenance of State Financial Support (total amount of state financial 
support made available for services to students with disabilities) & Significant 
Disproportionality procedures

 For FFY23 must also update GEPA to meet Section 427 requirement changes

53
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https://doe.sd.gov/sped/documents/FFY23-Grants-PartB.docx
https://doe.sd.gov/sped/documents/FFY23-PartB-Spreadsheet.xlsx
https://doe.sd.gov/sped/documents/FFY23-Grants-PartB.docx
mailto:Linda.Turner@state.sd.us
https://doe.sd.gov/sped/
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FEDERAL APPLICATION 2023 
(BASED ON 2022 ALLOCATION)

TOTAL AWARD AMOUNT $40,923,932

Maximum Available for Administration. $1,196,120

How much do you want to set aside for Administration 

in dollars? $1,196,120

Set Aside for other State-Level Activities $3,574,721

REQUIRED 

ACTIVITIES

 For monitoring, 

enforcement, and 

complaint 

investigation. 

 To establish and 

implement the 

mediation process 

required by 20 U.S.C. 

1415(e), including 

providing for the 

cost of mediators 

and support 

personnel.

• Ed Specialists

(Accountability/  

Monitoring)

• PCG (Web based 

accountability tool)

• Complaint 

Investigators

$712,100

• SD Parent 

Connection –

Navigator Program

• Mediators and IEP 

Facilitators 

$164,180

55
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AUTHORIZED 

ACTIVITIES

 For support and 

direct services, 

including technical 

assistance, personnel 

preparation, and 

professional 

development and 

training.

• Center for Disability

• Sped Conference

• Autism Evaluation Training

• On Demand Learning

• Community of Practice

• Autism Summer Training

• MTSS – RtI

• DSS Auxiliary placement child count

• Summer Conference

• General PD and Speakers

• TAESE 

• Law Conference

• General PD

• Part C Summer Services

$1,425,406 

AUTHORIZED 

ACTIVITIES

 To assist LEAs in 

providing positive 

behavioral 

interventions and 

supports and 

appropriate mental 

health services for 

children w/ 

disabilities.

• PBIS

$208,809

57
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AUTHORIZED 

ACTIVITIES

 To assist local 

educational agencies 

in meeting personnel 

shortages.

• Recruitment & Retention

• Apprenticeship

$30,000

AUTHORIZED 

ACTIVITIES

 To support capacity 

building activities and 

improve the delivery 

of services by local 

educational agencies 

to improve results 

for children 

w/disabilities.

• Results Driven Accountability

• IEP Workshops

$457,970

59
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AUTHORIZED 

ACTIVITIES

 To support 

paperwork reduction 

activities, including 

expanding the use of 

technology in the IEP 

process.

• PCG (Web based accountability tool)

• IEPq

$140,740

AUTHORIZED 

ACTIVITIES

 Development and 

implementation of 

transition programs, 

including 

coordination of 

services with 

agencies involved in 

supporting the 

transition of children 

w/disabilities to 

postsecondary 

activities.

• TSLP –Voc.Rehab.

• BHSU - Indicator 14 -Post School Outcome-

collection

• Post School Outcome- data analysis site

• National Clearing House Data

$350,525

61
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AUTHORIZED 

ACTIVITIES

 Alternative 

programming for 

children w/ 

disabilities who have 

been expelled from 

school, and services 

for children 

w/disabilities in 

correctional facilities, 

children enrolled in 

State-operated or 

State-supported 

schools.

• DOC

• SDSBVI & SDSD

$85,000

AUTHORIZED 

ACTIVITIES

$0

▪ To improve the use of technology in the 
classroom by children w/disabilities to 
enhance learning. 

▪ To support the use of technology, including 
technology with universal design principles 
and assistive technology devices, to maximize 
accessibility to the general education 
curriculum for children with disabilities.

▪ To support the development and provision of 
appropriate accommodations for children 
with disabilities, or the development and 
provision of alternate assessments that are 
valid and reliable for assessing the 
performance of children with disabilities.

▪ High Cost Fund

63
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AUTHORIZED 

ACTIVITIES
 To provide technical assistance to 

schools and local educational 
agencies, and direct services, 
including supplemental educational 
services as defined in Section 
1116(e) of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 
to children with disabilities, in 
schools or local educational 
agencies identified for 
improvement under Section 1116 
of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 on the sole 
basis of the assessment results of 
the disaggregated subgroup of 
children with disabilities, including 
providing professional 
development to special and regular 
education teachers, who teach 
children with disabilities, based on 
scientifically based research to 
improve educational instruction, in 
order to improve academic 
achievement to meet or exceed 
the objectives established by the 
State under Section 1111(b)(2)(G) 
the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965.

$0

GEPA SECTION 427 –

LAW AND KEY PROVISIONS
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General Overview of GEPA Section 427 

Purpose: To ensure equitable access 

to, and participation in, Federally-

assisted programs for all beneficiaries.

Section 427 highlights 

six barriers that can 

impede equitable access 

or participation:

Gende

r

Race

National origin

Color

Disability

Age

Identifying and Determining Barriers

An applicant must determine and define:

• The participants and community to serve 

• The local circumstances 

• Barriers that may inhibit participation
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Section 427 Standard Form Changes

• One overall general requirement 

• Flexibility to determine and define the 

barriers to “equitable access” and 

“equitable participation”

• Discretion in how to describe plans to 

address the identified barriers

• Description may be provided in a 

separate narrative or in connection 

with related topics in the application

• Requires applicants to respond 

more intentionally and specifically to 

four questions

• Flexibility to determine and define 

the barriers to “equitable access” 

and “equitable participation”

• Information provided is specific to 

the question

• A timeline for meeting targeted 

milestones for removing identified 

barriers

Original Form Updated Form

The Section 427 standard form is required to 

be completed and submitted with an 

applicant’s grant application package or State 

plan submission.

• All four questions are required

• Steps already taken to address barriers must 

be explained

• If no barriers exist, explanation should be 

included

Fields on the Section 427 Standard Form

Question 1

Describe how your entity’s existing mission, policies, or 

commitments ensure equitable access to, and equitable 

participation in, the proposed project or activity. 

1

2

3

4

5
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Question 1

Describe how your entity’s existing mission, policies, or commitments ensure equitable access to, and 

equitable participation in, the proposed project or activity. 

The South Dakota Department of Education (SDDOE) adheres to Section 427 of the General Education 

Provisions Act (GEPA). In carrying out its educational mission, the South Dakota Department of Education 

will ensure to the fullest extent possible equitable access to, participation in, and appropriated educational 

opportunities for individuals served. Federally funded activities, programs, and services will be accessible to 

all teachers, students, and program beneficiaries. The SDDOE ensures equal access and participation to all 

persons regardless of their gender, race, color, ethnicity, religion, national origin, age, citizenship status, or 

disability in its education programs, services, and/or activities. 

The SDDOE will fully enforce all federal and state regulations designed to ensure equitable access to all 

program beneficiaries and to overcome barriers to equitable participation in all state level activities 

supported by federal assistance associated with this program. The SDDOE will hold LEAs accountable for 

assuring equal access and providing reasonable and appropriate accommodations to meet the needs of a 

diverse group of students, staff, community members, and other participants. Steps taken to ensure 

equitable access may include, but not be limited to:

- The SDDOE adheres to the requirement that schools provide a free appropriate public education 

(FAPE) to all school aged children who are individuals with disabilities as defined by section 504 and 

IDEA or who are English learners. 

- The SDDOE implements an electronic grants management system that includes a requirement for each 

LEA to provide assurances that they do not discriminate against any person based on gender, race, 

color, national origin, religion, age, or disability. 

- The SDDOE utilizes ADA accessible and compliant facilities for all program related sessions/activities. 

Fields on the Section 427 Standard Form

Question 2

Based on your proposed project or activity, what barriers 

may impede equitable access and participation of 

students, educators, or other beneficiaries? 

1

2

3

4

5
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Question 2

Based on your proposed project or activity, what barriers may impede equitable access and participation of 

students, educators, or other beneficiaries? 

Barriers identified as potential sources of inequity are geographical due to the rural communities; fiscal due 

to the economic disadvantages of students, families, participant beneficiaries; and cultural with regards to 

language barriers for beneficiaries. 

Fields on the Section 427 Standard Form

Question 3

Based on the barriers identified, what steps will you take 

to address such barriers to equitable access and 

participation in the proposed project or activity? 

1

2

3

4

5
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Question 3

Based on the barriers identified, what steps will you take to address such barriers to equitable access and 

participation in the proposed project or activity? 

The SDDOE will use IDEA grant funds to provide virtual opportunities for attendance in professional 

development opportunities and technical assistance in order to ensure accessibility in attendance across 

the state. 

The SDDOE will make available trainings and materials at no cost or at minimal cost if necessary, in order 

to ensure financial status is not a barrier to participation.

SDDOE will continue to expand the languages in which materials are published in additional to informing 

parties of means to receive support in interpreting and accessing materials. 

Fields on the Section 427 Standard Form

Select each icon         to learn more.

Question 4

What is your timeline, including targeted milestones, for 

addressing these identified barriers?

1

2

3

4

5

#
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Question 4

What is your timeline, including targeted milestones, for addressing these identified barriers?

In carrying out its educational mission, SDDOE will ensure to the fullest extent possible the equitable 

participation or, and appropriate educational opportunities for those individuals involved.  

The SDDOE has prioritized accessibility. Annually, the SDDOE will have growth in attendance for 

professional development and technical assistance in rural communities. In carrying out its educational 

mission, SDDOE will ensure to the fullest extent possible the equitable participation or, and appropriate 

educational opportunities for those individuals involved. If a fee is associated with a service, SDDOE will 

identify for beneficiaries opportunities for alternative participation or funding supports.

Annually, SDDOE will review the languages in which materials are provided in conjunction with the 

languages represented in the state to translate materials in additional languages.
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