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Special Education Programs

October 18th, 2022

Monthly SPED Webinar
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Dyslexia Awareness Month

South Dakota DOES recognize 
dyslexia. 

• Dyslexia generally falls under the 
Specific Learning Disability (SLD) 
category because it’s a type of 
learning disability.

SD schools DO serve students with 
dyslexia.

SD Dyslexia webpage 
http://doe.sd.gov/Dyslexia/

Dyslexia: Literacy Resources

National Center on Improving Literacy (https://improvingliteracy.org) 

• Implementation Toolkits for families and educators in various literacy skill areas. 
Including dyslexia and remote learning.

• Improving Literacy Briefs – Short infographics that describe literacy skills and how 
families can support literacy development.
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Dyslexia: Literacy Resources

Dyslexia: Literacy Resources
Family Literacy Tips

Weekly tips and activities in early literacy skills.
Could be used on social media, websites, newsletters, or other family 
communication tools.

Reading Focus: Phonemic Awareness | Grade: K/1

Get into Guesswork

Did you know guessing games such as “I Spy” can be used to work on almost any 

phonological skill? Want to practice noticing what sounds words begin with? 

Try “I spy something red that starts with /s/.” Continue with other letters of the 

alphabet. 

Another variation is to say, “I spy something that begins with the /b/ sound.”

Contact Lisa Reinhiller (lisa.reinhiller@k12.sd.us) to receive the tips.
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Effective Practices

IEPQ Tip of the Month:
Prioritizing Skills in the PLAAFP

A student’s IEP must address 
every AREA of special 
education eligibility with a 
goal.

The IEP does not need to 
address every SKILL with a 
goal.However
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IEPQ Tip of the Month:
Prioritizing Skills in the PLAAFP

Considerations when prioritizing skills:
• Standards progression (forwards and backwards) 

• Access skills 
• General curriculum

• Social/emotional/behavioral

• Notable “gaps” in learning

• Daily living skills

• Family / student priorities

• Transition plan goals

IEPQ Tip of the Month:
Prioritizing Skills in the PLAAFP

As a team, ask:

• Where can the focus and instructional time be best targeted to 
provide this student with essential skills they will need both inside 
and outside of the school setting?

• Can the skills be addressed in the general education setting with 
the use of accommodations?
• If so, it does not need to be addressed as an IEP goal, unless the 

removal of the accommodation is prioritized by the IEP team.

If the student meets the goal, 
celebrate!

Then update the IEP with goals to 
address other skill needs.
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IEPQ Tip of the Month:
Prioritizing Skills in the PLAAFP

 

Phrase:  BASED O N… 

INCLUDE: A summary of the assessment data and observational information upon which a student’s 
needs /identified deficit areas are based. (This is often previously described in detail elsewhere in the PLAAFP).  

 

EXAMPLE: Based on the district progress monitoring tests in reading comprehension, review of the student’s 

state assessment results, and feedback from content area teachers, the student, and her parents… 
 

 

Phrase:  THE STUDEN T HAS DIFFICULTY W ITH… 

INCLUDE: Academic or behavioral skills the student is not currently demonstrating or that need 

significant improvement  
 

EXAM PLE: the student has difficulty with recognizing the organization and sequencing of facts and concepts 

in a text… 

 

 

Phrase:  W HICH HIN DERS THE STUDEN T’S ABILITY TO… 

INCLUDE: how access to the general curricular standards is affected by the student’s area of difficulty 

previously described. 
 

EXAMPLE: which hinders the student’s ability to comprehend multiple forms of text in content area materials 

and assignments (particularly science and social studies)… 

 
 

Phrase:  AN D M AKES______AN  IN STRUCTIO N AL PRIO RITY… 

INCLUDE: Skills that will be addressed with specially designed instruction through special education 
services 

 

EXAMPLE: This makes teaching of strategies for identifying the organization and categorization of text and 

other reading comprehension strategies an instructional priority.   
 

* Chart based on Council of Chief State School Officers (2012) 

IEPQ Tip of the Month:
Prioritizing Skills in the PLAAFP

Access IEPQ at: https://sd.iepq.org

Email Brandi Gerry
Brandi.Gerry@state.sd.us

for access to IEPQ.
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Accountability

Private School Responsibilities

Child Find

• Track Initial evaluations 
(Indicator 11)

• Complete Re-
evaluations

What services will 
district provide (yearly 

consultation)?

•Accredited private 
school

• K-12

• Individual Service Plan

• Do not receive FAPE 
services.
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Chronic and Acute Health

1. What does team need to determine eligibility?

2. Does it require a diagnosis in order to qualify (OHI, Orthopedic Impairment, 
Etc..)?

Chronic/Acute (Diagnosis) Health Box:
• Examples: ADHD, Asthma, ADD, diabetes, Epilepsy, Tourette syndrome, 

FASD, etc..

Chronic and Acute Health

• When do we check Current Medical Data/Records?

• For programming and needs of the student, does team require most 
updated medical information for the student?
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Determination 
of Related 
Services

• 24:05:27:04. Determination of 
related services. In deciding whether 
a particular developmental, 
corrective, or other supportive service 
is a related service, the members of 
the IEP team shall review the results 
of the individual evaluations used to 
determine the child's need for special 
education. Based on the specific 
special education services to be 
provided, the team shall determine 
whether or not related services are 
required in order to assist the child to 
benefit from the special education 
program.

Related Service 
Dismissal 
Clarification

Reminder Parental Rights

Minimum of 5 days Parent has right to challenge decision

If IEP team/parent determines formalized evaluation(s) are needed, then follow the evaluation 
procedures. 24:05:25:06

If the team determines data is enough, documentation of decision in the PPWN clearly 
documents considerations, data to support decision and reason(s) why the related service will be 

removed.

Does the IEP team agree the student no longer needs service to benefit? Considerations:

If remove, will it impact FAPE?
Discuss whether need to have a formal 

evaluation or data already provided is enough?

District has data and other information that student might no longer need a related service?

Why is district proposing the related service is no longer needed?

ARSD: 
24:05:27:03
24:05:27:04
24:05:25:06
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Updates from Northern Plains 
Law Conference

Excerpts from Brandon Wrights session on “FAPE IN 
ACTION: What Does Educational Progress Look Like Five 
Years After Endrew F?

Miller, Tracy, Braun, Funk & Miller, Ltd.

www.millertracy.com
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Evaluation/
Reevaluations 

Importance 

Present Levels

• Discussed in the fall 2022 IEP 
workshops

• Present Levels Qualitive and 
Quantitative measures

• “Stranger” test

• Clear link to goals and 
objective
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Goals Should Be...

• Attainable and Ambitious

• Monitored for Progress

• Repeating goals may be that the 
district’s IEP is flawed.

• IEP goal should be written so 
anyone can implement
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Data

Indicator 7

SD STARS Why is the student shown in 
Children with No Assignments?

Other reasons:
Name
DOB
Missing scores/incomplete 
assessment

Debra.willert@state.sd.us
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Preparing for Child Count

To Prepare

• Pull data from Infinite Campus and begin reviewing

• Make corrections in campus prior to December 1st

• IEP’s must be in effect and student receiving services on December 1 for the student to 
be counted on child count.

Timelines for December 1st, 2022 Child Count

• Districts begin uploading December 1st

• Child count must be submitted by January 13, 2023

• Superintendent Final Certification by February 17, 2023

• Child Count submission information available at https://doe.sd.gov/ofm/data-
childcount.aspx

Indicator 8 Results: Parent Involvement

• Districts statewide met the 2021-2022 target. Over 81% of respondent 
parents reported that their school facilitated parent involvement. 
CONGRATULATIONS!

• Full district reports are on SD-STARS Special Ed Community page.

• Districts under the targets for survey response rate (10%) or positive 
parent involvement (81%) were notified last week.

• Response Rate: How can your district get more parent surveys 
distributed and collected?

• Parent Involvement: How can your district increase communication, 
partnership, IEP involvement, and information to parents?

• Questions about parent surveys: stacy.holzbauer@state.sd.us
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Miscellaneous

IEP 
Facilitation 
Training

• Have you experienced an IEP meeting where the 
parties don’t agree or attendee's emotions are 
high and it stops the team from being able to 
develop an appropriate IEP or move forward with 
eligibility decisions?

• Do you have the necessary tools in your IEP 
meeting toolbox to redirect a contentious 
meeting?

IEP Facilitation training is geared for attendees to 
use within the school districts they work at.

If you would like to improve or refresh your 
facilitation skills to assist with reducing conflict, 
please join us November 7th in Rapid City or 
November 9th in Sioux Falls.

For more information and to register click here.

29

30

https://web.cvent.com/event/aeeeeb7b-e6ec-484a-9b67-9e1f47fd62f0/summary


10/25/2022

16

Alternate Assessment – District 1% Justifications

• Recent clarification on District 1% Justifications per the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA):

• SD DOE must follow these federal requirements.

Alternate Assessment – District 1% Justifications

• Letters were sent last week to districts needing 1% 
Justifications.
• We understand that some districts are over 1% participation due to 

small enrollment or district demographics.

• District 1% Justifications should explain district circumstances and 
district procedure for correctly identifying student participation.

• Letters also included if a district had Red Flag students.
• Red Flags include certain disability categories, placement, highest 

skill level entered, or highest score achieved, on the MSAA system.

• This is a great opportunity for districts to consider if their students 
are being challenged to their fullest potential in the general 
education curriculum.

• Remember: Participation on the alternate assessment is made in 
the best interest of the student by their local IEP team.
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Alternate Assessment – District Support

• Eligibility Guidance and Criteria are on the DOE website:

• Guidance for IEP Teams on Participation on the Alternate Assessment

• Participation Guidelines – Eligibility Form

• Documentation of Evidence Worksheet

• Virtual Training on determining alternate assessment 
eligibility will be available next month on GoSignMeUp.

Alternate Assessment – District Contact

• If you have students taking the spring 2023 Multi-State 
Alternate Assessment (MSAA):

• Identify your district's point of contact for the MSAA.

• E-mail the person’s name and email address, along with 
your district name, to DOEassessment@state.sd.us by 
October 21, this Friday.

• Questions about alternate assessment eligibility:

• Stacy Holzbauer, Alternate Assessment Coordinator

• Stacy.holzbauer@state.sd.us or 605-295-3441
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https://doe.sd.gov/assessment/documents/Alt-Guidelines-22a.pdf
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• Free, online tutoring for South Dakota K-12 students

• One-on-one tutoring with teacher-prep candidates

• Registration must be completed by the parent

• Our Dakota Dreams: https://ourdakotadreams.com/launch-your-
dream/online-tutoring-program/

• Flyers

• Sample messaging

• Toolkit

Next Monthly SPED Webinar

Monthly SPED webinars are no longer posted online

Monthly handouts can be found at

https://doe.sd.gov/sped/directors.aspx

November 15th, 2022
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