[bookmark: _Toc230097962]TOOL 21: Suicide Prevention Information for Posting on School District Website
The___________ School District recognizes that suicide is a leading cause of death for school age students and we are dedicated to working with parents, community and state agencies to prevent youth suicide. The suicide of a youth is often the result of untreated or undertreated metal illness and we as a district have developed plans for suicide prevention and intervention. If you are a student and concerned about your friend or are a parent concerned about your child, then the key person to contact in our district for assistance is______________ who can be reached at ___________. If they cannot be reached immediately then call or text 988 and you will be connected with the South Dakota Helpline Center and you can also reach the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800- SUICIDE or 1-800-273 TALK or 1-800-273 TALK as trained crisis responders are available 24 hours a day. The National Crisis Text Line can be reached by texting HELLO to 741741 and it is available twenty fours a day. Do not leave a suicidal individual alone. If a suicide attempt has actually been made, then immediately contact 911.
If you believe your child or your friend is suicidal please take every precaution and get immediate help. If you are a student concerned about a friend, it is very important to get a trusted adult involved immediately. If you are a parent concerned about your child, then obtain professional help for your child and increase your supervision and secure or remove any lethal means from their ready access. Many people are hesitant to ask directly about suicide for fear that they will be planting the idea in the mind of the person. Asking them directly about thoughts of suicide does not plant the idea of suicide. In fact, it provides them an opportunity to unburden themselves, know they are not alone and they not the first person to think of suicide and help is available. 
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