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Requirements for Paraprofessionals in Title | Programs

The State Education Agency (SEA) requires that all paraprofessionals working in instructional support
roles under programs supported with Title | funds must meet certain qualifications. Such as:

o A high school diploma, and
o Meets one of the following requirements:
= Associate’s degree; OR
= 48 hours of college credit; OR
= Pass the ParaPathways Praxis Assessment (Official ParaPathways Test Prep)

South Dakota Specifics:

e The qualifying score for ParaPathways Reading & Writing (5758) is 332

e The qualifying score for ParaPathways Mathematics (5759) is 334

e The South Dakota Department of Education (SD DOE) does not issue certificates to paras who
complete the ParaPathways Test. It is the responsibility of the test taker to provide the school
with documentation of completion.

e SD DOE does not require retaking once passed, though, individual school districts may have their
own policies. Check with HR or Title program leaders for guidance.

Definitions:

e Paraprofessional/Paraeducator: an individual who provides instructional support and whose
salary is paid for fully or partially Title funds.
e  “Federal Title Program” refers to:
o A paraprofessional working in a targeted assistance school funded fully or partially by
Title funds.
A schoolwide program funded fully or partially by Title funding.
OR a paraprofessional funded fully or partially by Title funds who provides instructional
support to a public-school teacher serving eligible private school students.


https://parapro.ets.org/parapathways-test-prep.html

Exemptions: Paraeducators not required to meet these requirements:

e Non-instructional paraprofessionals such as those who:
o Provide technical support for computers.
o Provide personal care services.
o Perform clerical duties.
o Food service.
e lLanguage translators, if they:
o Are proficient in English and another language.
o Act as a translator to enhance the participation of limited English proficient students
under Title programs.
o Parent-involvement assistants, if their instructional-support duties consist solely of
conducting parent involvement activities.

Supervision Requirements:

e Paraprofessionals must work under the direct supervision of a certified teacher.
e The teacher must plan, deliver, and evaluate instruction, while the paraprofessional provides
instructional support consistent with the teacher’s guidance.

Permitted Duties:

e  Assist with one-on-one or small group instruction in the classroom (not initial instruction).

e Support students with classroom management and organization.

e Assist in implementing lesson plans and instructional activities designed by the teacher.

e Provide instructional assistance in a computer lab or technology-assisted learning.

e Support parental involvement activities and enhancing communication with families.

e Assist teachers in providing equitable services to eligible private school students when
applicable.

Resources:

e Personnel Record Form: Paraprofessionals
e PRF Desk Guide

If you need further direction on Title | paraprofessional qualifications, contact Jordan Varilek at
Jordan.Varilek@state.sd.us or 605 773-6509.



mailto:Jordan.Varilek@state.sd.us
https://doe.sd.gov/prf/parapro.aspx
https://doe.sd.gov/prf/documents/DeskGuide-0925.pdf

